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CHAPTER - VI

WALONG AND OTHER SECTORS

Besides Kameng, the only area 1in Arunachdf
Pradesh witnessing major and intense fighting wa
Walong in the Lohit Frontier Division. Subansiri an
Slang divisions of Arunachal, and the Indo~Tibet!
border areas in Uttar Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh Saﬁ'
little or no fighting. Operations in the Walopg®
sector, therefore, would be described first, while th&
other sectors would receive brief mention later.

TOPOGRAPHY OF WALONG AREA

Lohit Frontier Division 1lies 1in the extrep
north-east corner of India. Like other Frontie
Divisions of ©NEFA, this Division toc now stand
divided into two districts - Dibang Valley and Lohit
As the operations during the conflict were confined t
Walong Sector in Lohit District, this topographi
description deals only with that area. _

In the north, the traditional boundary betwee
India and Tibet follows the watershed between Di Ch
in India and Lati Chhu in the Tibet region of China
The tri-junction of India, Burma and China is in th
extreme east of the Lohit District, about 8 knm nort
of the Diphu 1l'ka (Taluk Pass)(1l)}. From the pas
itself, a wmountain wall, called the Patkoi range
extends to the south-west and then south-east
separating India from Burma(2). In the west of Walon
sector there 1s a mountain range. In the south als
unidentified mountain ranges border the sector.

Lohit, which is the prominent river of tht
District, divided the brigade defended sector int
two. The only means of crossing this obstacle ¢
approximately 150 metres was by means of a singlt
steel wire rope spanning the river. BRoats could nQ
be used due to the torrential current(3).

Rivers/Nullzhs

The mein tributary of the Lohit River is F
Di Chu. It rises from a point 7 km north of the DiP
Pass. It flows between the mountain ranges and 2 ‘
running westward for about 80 km (50 miles) joins
Lohit river, north of Dichu village. In the middlei
its course is the 'Hot Spring', a suitable cafP
ground for troops on patrol. '
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The second river - Tho Chu, which emerges from gz
ountain~ range along the crest of which runs the
n

do-Tibetan boundary, runs eastward and joins the
-?hit below Kibithoo.

A Nullah or ravine, Sat Ti, enters Lohit river
ron the east between Dong Plateau and Dong Spur, A
econd ravine, the Tamun Ti Nullah, coming from East,
nters Lohit near Tinai. The third Nullzh Dandi Ti,
hich too flowing from east to west, enters Lohit
iver about 5 km south of Walong. Nam Ti (Nullah),
1owing from west to east, enters Lohit River north of
along Camp. Yapak or Yerbi Ti (Nullah) - the fifth
ne - flowing from west to east, enters Lohit River
1so%5 km (3 riles} south of Walong,
_ Though the rivetr bed was at an altitude of about
900 metres, the hills on either side rose steeply up
to 5200 to 5500 metres. The sides of the hills were
covered with wvirgin pine forests wup to

Not
even hunters' tracks existed beyond a few hundred

metres of the beaten Eracks, which generally' followed
the River lines,

Regarding the supply line and the transportation
£ troops, it was only through air. Tezu airfield wasg
he nearest airlift point. There was an airstrip at
along. But it was so small that the only IAF
ircraft which could use it were the Ctters, and after
1000 hrs even Otters could not operate due to stron

winds(4). A foot-track existed from Tezu to Walong

along  the Lohit valley, but it was a 14 days'
‘march(5}),

- A track led from Hayuliang to Kibithoo via Du
Pass,  Frop Hayuliang the Du Pass was about 130 kn
{80 niles), The track from Hayuliang followed the
left bank of the river Dau through very dense tropical
Jungle and undergrowth. The area around the pass was
4re rock with precipitous cliffs on both sides of the
Pass, which was about 21 to 25 metres wide on top,
Tising suddenly on both sides. Irmpediately after
trossing the pass, there was an oval shape lake called
Tho chy Tuwi, almost 1.5-km long and about 720 to
820 MeLres wide. The lake fed the Tho Chu river.

Du Pass connected Dau and Tho Chu valleys an¢
"inated both' these valleys.  The pass nornall
Emalned snow-bound from middle of November to middle
Ei May. The track along the The Chu followed the

ve

“kins L dlong its left benk, and firally energed nesr
~Mbirhge
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A track from Walong also led towards Kibithoq -
along the right (western) bank of Lohit river, Theré“
were many stairways on this track which had to he
negotiated before the McMahon Line was Teached -
Beyond the McMahon Line, the track passed through Taty ¢

and  Sama villages to reach Rima, a Tibetaq
administrative base(6).

Another track from Walong to the internationgy
border ran along the left (eastern) bank of the Lohit
river. In its lower portion, its gradient was steep,
The track passed through Tinai, Dong and Kahao
hamlets. Like the western track, it was unsuitable
for aninmal transport. The former could be used for.
carrying heavy leads with some difficulty but the
latter was absolutely unfit for such traffic, :

The | Indian troops positioned on the hi]ll.
features around Walong socon coined names for their:
localities for the convenlernce of quick and easy.
identification. West of Walong, at an altitude of:
approximately 3,350 metres (11,000 ft), was '"WES
RIDGE", and further to the west lay the 'Morta
Position" at g height of about ~ 3,650 wmetre
(12,000 ft). ©North of the Mortar Pesition, and alon
the crest of the mountain range were locate
"Tri-junction” (4,175 nmetres), "Yellow  Pimple'
(4,025 metres) to its north, = and "Green Pimple'
(3,840 mertes) to the east of Yellow Pirple,
dowinating and providing full observation of the
forward defended localities on both banks of the Lohit
river. On the spurs going east from the Yellow
Pimple/Green Pimple, there were the "Maha Plateau'y
"Lachhman Ridge", = "Patrol Base", "Mithun" and
"Ladders" positions, as shown 1in the  sketchy
successively going down in altitude. Across the
Lohit, there was "High Plateau" to the north of the
Set Ti and Dong Hill to its south. Dakota Hill lay
between Dong Nullah and Tamun Ti and south of Tamun Ti
wes  the = "East  Ridge"  position  facing t
above-mentioned West Ridge acrosg the river.

TRCOP DISPOSITIONS

When the responsibility for the defence of NEF
was handed over to the regular Army at the end !

1959, 5 Inf Bde under &4 Inf Div was made responsi
for the Lohit Frontier Division. It was Oﬂly; '
July 1961 that 2 Rajput (less 'A' Coy) of 5 Ing 8

stood concentrated at Walong. 'A' Cov with one 7?
/1 Hy Mor Bty of 44 Hy Mor Regt rerained at Tezu(//:

eV
In March 1962, 6 Kumaon was ordered Fo,reé;.A
2 Rajput. The complete operational resp0ﬂ51blli >

the area was then taken over by 6 Kumaon from 2 Ra%?
oen 21 April(8). !
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Even  before the handing over of the
ponsibility for the defence of NEFA to the regular
ay the policing of Lohit Frontier Division, as in
& . case of other Frontier Divisions, was being done
" . battalion (Second) of the Assam Rifles. The
Y ce Wings of the 2 Assam Rifles stood deployed as

’_er(9):—

(a) One Wing In West Lohit Frontier Division
for the Dibang Valley.

(b) 2nd Wing at Hayuliang.
(¢} 3rd Wing at Walong.

.~ With the induction of regular Army troops, the
sgam Rifles wunits came wunder their operational
ontrol. Under 'OP ONKAR', which envisaged setting up
f additlonal posts by Assam Rifles on all possible
outes of ingress, a maximum number of eleven new
osts were set up in Lohit Frontier Division(10).

: When the two Battalions of 62 Inf Bde - 4 Sikh
nd 2/8 GR - reached Jorhat from Ramgarh on
1 September, they were placed under 5 Inf Bde, and
Sikh was earmarked for Lohit Frontier Division.
ore troops were then moved to Kibithoo from Walong
nd the frequency of patrols to the McMahon Line was
ncreased(11). By the end of September 1962, two Coys
nd Battalion TAC HQ of 6 Kumaon stood concentrated at
Ibithoo(12).

When troops ('A' and 'B' Coys) of 4 Sikh arrived
n the sector, the responsibility for the defence of
along Garrison was taken over by them from 6 Kumaon
n 8 October 1962. Its other two Coys - 'C' and 'D' -
lad been moved to Chabua from Jorhat{13).

For defence purposes, the Lohit Frontier
ivision was divided into three sub-sectors. The
eployment of troops in these three sub-sectors, as on
8 October 1962, was as under:-

jiEQELYalley sub-sector(14)
?ttaliOH HG of 2 Assam Rifles with 13 platoons.

fMbithoo sub-sector

it The €O 6 Kumaon was the Sub-Sector Commander
Ath hig TAC HQ at Kibithoo. (Battalion BQ with
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administrative elements were at Walong).
different Coys were deployed as follows:-

'A' Coy -~ Dichu

'B' Coy - East Ridge

'C' Coy - - Kibithoo

D' Coy - Ladders Area (This

completed 1its move :
Thapa DZ on 20 Cctobes
1962) .

'A' Wing of 2 Assam Rifles, consisting oI Wg jg
with six platoons, was also deployed there{153}, P
six platoons, acting basically as Observation Post
were located at -

?2 Platoons (One sectf

Jachep -

was at Chu Pass)z
Hot Spring - 1 Platoon and Wing HQ
Kibithoo ~- 2 Platoons
Tangkhal/Du Dakhru - 1 Platoon

Walong sub-sector(16)

The CO 4 Sikh commanded this sub-sector. WU
two Coys - 'A' and 'B' - along with Battalion HQ
arrived there till then. 'A' Coy was in Dong
with 3-in Mortar Section while 'B' Coy was at L
Plateau, with one Pl at Ladders.

In support(17)

71 Hy Mot Bty of 44 Hy Mor Regt.

As regards the Chinese strength,
Intelligence Bureau assessed in September 1962,
out of the nineteen battalions deployed by the Ch
along the NEFA-Tibet border, six battalions T
pesitioned across Lohit Frontier Division(18}. ¥
troops had moved forward close to the Indian DOTSS
and from September 1962 onwards they were obﬁg,t
continuously digging and preparing defensive pOSi ¢
opposite Indian posts(19). According to HQ v
estimate, the Chinese had deployed approximately
Inf Div in area Shugden - Drowa Gonpa - Tithang:
sub-units at Rima(20).
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~ The Chinese had improved the Drowa Gonpa - Rima
4 which led to Kibithoo and then to Walong on the
Qdian'side of the border(21). Shugden was on the
- Lhasa-Chamdo highway. From Shugden, Rima could
8. apprOaChed by the Chinese through two roads,

'ﬁgden - Drowa Gonpa - Rima and Shugden - Tithang -~

; ma( 22) »
hos OF KIBITHOO

Kibithoo was an Indian army post on the western
k of Lohit river, about 3 km (2 miles; south of the
ahon Line. To the south of this post was the Thapa
{dge, on the southern side of Tho Chu. This ridge
as being used as the DZ for the troops there. Across
he Lohit from Kibithoo was a feature on the McMahon
{ne, named McMahon Ridge. The foot track to Hot
pring, Jachep and Chu Pass posts, far to the east,
an from Kibithoo to Dichu over the McMahon Ridge and
long the northern bank of Di Chu Nullah. The track
o Tangkhal and Du Dakhru posts, towards the west, ran
long the southern bank of the Tho Chu Nullah.
pproximate time taken to reach Chu Pass from Kibithoo
hrough Dichu, Hot Spring and Jachep was seven days
hile to Du Dakhru it took only two days from
ibithoo(23).

A reconnaissance patrol sent on 18 Cctober 1962
o a feature - known as Hundred Hill - observed the
resence of some enemy soldiers on the feature. When
he patrol returned to base on 19 October morning, an
AR platoon, which was at that time deployed at Thapa
idge, was sent to the feature. It was asked to dig
efences there with a view to check the Chinese
dvance to Kibithoo along that approach. On the same
ay, one platoon of 'A' Coy/6 Kumaon was also sent to
ake up position on the McMahon Ridge(24), followed by
he whole Coy on 21 Cctober. A platoon of 'A' Coy was
len sent up along Di Chu Nullah to prevent any enemy
dvance from Taluk Pass (Diphu Lal.

On the same night, (i.e. 21 October) at about
345 hrs, the enemy commenced MMG fire and artillery
helling on the MeMahon Ridge from theilr bunkers,
Prroximately 700 metres, mnorth of Sama Post.
hmediately = thereafter, the enemy attacked with
Pproximately a battalion group. Accurate firing by
€ Indian 3-in Mortar Detachment, which at that time
¥as positioned south-west of Kibithoo Ridge, halted
e first rush. 3ut before long, replenished in
?tr?ngth, Chinese mounted another fierce attack. The
Jﬂléﬂ troops, stuck to thelr position and put down
E%Wlﬂuous accurate small arms and mortar fire on the
Hnese troops.



_ In th¥ks action, approximately 60 Chinese were
killed as against four Indian killed, two missing apg
four wounded, including the Coy Commander. For an
outstanding act of gallantry in this action
Nk Bahadur Singh was posthumously awarded Vir Chalkra,’

In the face of great numerical superiocrity of -
the enemy and with no possibility of being reinforceq '
'A" Coy and its attached troops were ordered to
withdraw from the McMahon Ridge and Di Chu to-
concentrate  at  Kibithoo. The  troops  started
withdrawing at 0700 hrs on 22 October.

The Bde Commander arrived at Walong at 0900 hrs
to personally review the situation. After 4
telephonic conversation with the Battalion Commander,
orders to cut all the twine rope-ways across the Lohit
river at Kibithoo at the earliest were issued, The
enery continued with Theavy shelling and uged
innumerable smoke bombs, which caused dense smoke in
the whole area. At 1000 hrs, on 22 October 1962, HQ 5
Inf Bde received orders from IV Corps placing the Bde
directly under the Corps. In view of the loss of the
Dichu Ridge to the enemy and its superior build up
against Kibithoo, the message from HQ IV Corps, among
other things ordered(25):- :

i. 4 Sikh and 6 Kumaon were to occupy compact
defensive areas with the wmutual support
north of Walong in such a way as to preclude
observed enemy wmortar fire on Walong;
alrfield,

1. 6 Rumaon to withdraw to new defensive area
from Kibithoo preferably after 1last light
22 October, so as to give time to &4 Sikh to;
occupy new defences.
1ii. All Assam Rifle posts on the western side toO,
be withdrawn to Hayuliang for protection of
the left flank of Walong Garrison.

6 Kumaon received orders . of withdrawal 3%;
16C0 hrs on 22 October 1962. In the seguence O
withdrawal, 'C' Coy was given the task of destrcyild
all stores/rations at Kibithoo and the bridge on Th
Chu. It was also made responsible for taking delayi;
positions on way back to cover the withdrawal of th
Battalion. Kibitheo was finally abandoned at 2100 br
on 22 October 1962. The Battalion, less 'D' ng
concentrated at Walong at 1700 hrs on 23 Cctober 19
'D' Coy, which was at Ashi Hill, withdrew fronm
screen position, and took up defences at IGalOﬂg
1000 hrs on 25 Qctober(26).

3
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« The withdrawal cof troops from Kibithoo to Walong
,jarmed the Army HQ that in a signal(27), on
8tobef 1962, 1t asked the Eastern Command to
der withdrawing bulk of the troops from
snsiris, Siang and Lohit Frontier Divisions. The
ond was also asked to consider using full 23 Inf
to contain the enemy thrust from Walong. '

. To augment the force in Lohit Frontier Division,
Coys - 'B' and 'D' - of 2/8 GR {(the Battalion had
- moved to NEFA under 62 Inf Bde) were alr-lifted
ezu and from there to Walong on 25 October. 'D’
of the Battalion occupied a defended locality on
western bank of Lohit river (under command 4 Sikh)
. 'B' Coy on the eastern bank (under cormand
maon) (28).

The enemy 1In an attempt to achieve a2
k-through, launched an attack on the Mithun track
gition in the early hours of 27 October. In the
ghting, Sep Kewal Singh of 4 Sikh, gave a superb
gplay of bravery for which he was posthumously
rded MVC, the only MVC awarded for the wperations
ohit Frontier Division(29)}. The enemy's attack
¥ successfully beaten back with the help of 71 Hy
or* Bty. The MMGs and 3-1in Mor from East Bank also
upported the Sikhs to foil the enemy attack.

There was a 1ull in the fighting for the next
ew days. The situation in Lohit Frontier Division by
end of October 1962 was:-

(a) The AR posts at Hot Spring, Jachep, Chu
Pass, Du Dakhru and Tangkhal had been
withdrawn.

(b} The posts by Dichu Ridge and Kibithoo had
been occupied by the enemy after a fight.

(¢) Indian defences at Walong had been attacked
twice by the Chinese since 25 October, but
without success.

INFORCEMENTS AND PATROLLING

__After the formation of 2 Inf Div to take over
PeTational responsibility in Subansiri, Siang and
°0it Frontier Divisions of NEFA, 1its GOC, Maj Gen
éi- Pathania, arrived at Walong on 26 October to
GCCe the forward areas(30). With two battalions
sooted at walong, but without a coordinating HQ
o 2ted nearby, the new GOC found inherent problems of
"mand and control of troops in the Waleng Sector.
ingly, on 29 Cctober 1962, it was decided that
“tTations in the Walong Sector would be looked after



by an independent Inf Bde. For this purpose, F£irg:
181 Inf Bde and finally 11 Ini Bde {then located i -
Nagaland) was placed under 2 Inf Div(31). The new Rge
Commander, Brig N.C. Rawlley, MU, along with his Royey
Gp arrived at Walong at 1030 hrs on 31 October. 7The
same day in the evening he called a conference cof hig
CCs and told them:

"There was going to be no withdrawal from thig
place - everybody must get that straight'(32),

On 31 October 1962, the Order-cf-Battle of
11 Inf Bde was as follows(33):-

(a) 6 Kumaon
(b) 4 Sikh

(c) Two Coys 2/8 GR (After the decision of
1 November to allet 3/3 GR
to 11 Mtn Bde, these two
Coys were diverted to Siang
Frontier Division}). :

(d) One Coy 3/3 GR
(e) Platoon 6 Mahar MG
(£} Tp 62 Para Fd Bty
(g) 71 Hy Mor Bty

After the withdrawal of Indian troops from
Kibithoo, the Chinese had occupied positions behind
Ashi Hill. Since then it had become a daily routine
with the Chinese troops to fire at the bMithun and,
Ladders positions and also to carry out probing
attacks on Indian defences. It was also & daily,
affair with the Indian troops to repel the enémls
attacks forcefully. The Indian £iring, It is
Lelieved, hurt the Chinese so heavily tkat 9
2 Novenber the local commanders were reported ;o‘ha
sent a message to the rear for permission to withcT?
which was refused(34).

The Chinese fire on the Mithun and Laddﬁz
pesitions was, in fact, a ruse to cover t
activities somewhere else. Behind the screen €=
firing, the Chinese constructed a track from Asf%ld“
to the Green Pimple post and started their bW+
unchecked.
ho W
AU, Wi
cays

On 1 Ncvember 1962, 2/Lt P.S. Bhandari,
occupying an OP of 71 Hy Mor Bty at Maha Plat
detailed to go on a wide recce patrol for
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¢ Ridge to locate the Chinese in the area and, if
o to engage them by fire. An OP party from
Mor Bty and a platoon of Assanm Rifles was given
pim for the purpose. The patrol moved out on
November . and camped for the night just below the
f West Ridge. Next day, they moved along the
, avolding "Green Pimple", and camped at '"Yellow
sigple’ - This patrol was the first to go to that
ea, and used these names for the features - named
because of the distinctive colour of the leaves
‘ their slopes. 'Next morning, 1.e. omn 3 Novenmber,
atrol turned back, via Yellow Pimple and Green
sygple. AS the patrol moved up the slope of Green
pimple, the leading men came under heavy enenmy
tomatic and small arms fire. The patrol took
sition and returned the fire, and later, skirting
he Chinese position, returned to its base, though a
day late(35). 2/Lt P.S. Bhandari of Regt of Arty and
Sub. Jagandhoy Limbu of 2 Assam Rifles earned Vir
‘hakras for thelr performance in this episode.

The presence of the enemy on the Green and
ellow Pimples was causing anxlety to the Bde
Compander. Green Pimple dominated Lachhman Ridge and
Maha Plateau. The approach to Green Pimple was
through Tri-junction and Yellow Pimple. Moreover,
advance of another 3 km along that Spur by the eneny
weant his domination of Walong Alrstrip and DZ. The
Bde Commander, anticipating the danger from the enemy,
-etirmined to dislodge the Chinese from there at the
rliest.

5 'A' Coy, 6 Kumaon, under Capt R.K. Mathur, was
sent on 5 November 1962 to clear the enemy from area
Green Pimple and then to reconnoltre the toute from
Green Pimple to Ashi H111(36). The Company was to get
Tire support from heavy mortars of 71 Bty and on that
Cay the Bty fired 110 rounds on Green Pimple, Yellow
Pimple and "left edge of Maha Plateau(37).

The Kumaonis launched the attack on 6 November.

e enemy opened fire on the Indlan troops with all
eapons, but the Coy continued its advance steadily
nd forced the enemy to vacate its forward defensive
sitions. Later, however, the Coy Commander pulled
ack, ostensibly because the ammunition with the
Ulaon Coy was running short. The Coy then took
efensive " positions at a height of 3,350 nretres
”113000 ft) in order to check the enemy's advance on
Vi, Che West Ridge. — Capt R.K. Mathur received
¥ Chakra for this action{38).

. For his next attempt, the Bde Commander selected
€ 8ikhs and their 'D' Coy was given the fask to
AU the enemy from Lhe Green Pimple. One Coy,
Komaon, was detzliled to ausiszt the Sikns In the

w1
i S
K-f‘ 2 : .



RESTRICTED

. Tri-junction was secured by two platoons of
gmaon under 2/Lt A.S. Khatrl on 12 November, and
Battalion less one Coy and one platoon stood
hcentrated there by 2000 hrs on 13 November(45).

¢ition on 14 Novenber

Indian
C o (a} The position of Indian troops as oOn
. November 1962 in the Walong Sector was as follows:-
Inf Bde
TAC HQ Southern slopes of Tri-
Junction.
Adnn HQ Walong
6 Kumaon
Bn TAC HQ less Tri-Junction
one Coy & one Pl
Cne Coy ('A') & West Ridge
one Pl
3-in Mortar Mortar Post
Bn Rear HQ Firm Base(46)
4 Sikh
Bn HQ Forward slopes of West
: Ridge
'A' Coy Patrol Base
'B'" Coy Depth Position at Ladder's
'C' Coy Maha Plateau
'D' Coy High Plateau

(On the eastern bank of
Lohit River and under
command 3/3 GR)

3-in Mortar Bn Locality.
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This Battalion could concentrate at walm1 
only in the first week of November 19672, 8"

less one P1

troops were deployed as follows(48):~ Its .
Bn HQ - Dakota Hill ]
}  These locatigng
'A' Coy - Dong Plateau } were south of
} Sat Ti (Nullapy
'B' Coy - Dong Hill % on the easterp
}
}

One P1 - Dong Choti

'C' Coy - Ladder's wunder command 4 Sik
(Took over this pesition

fron
4 Sikh on 11 November) o

'D' Coy - Lachhman Ridge under command.
4 8ikh (Took over this positio
from Dt Coy/4 Sikh o
11 Novenber) : _
4 DOGRA(49)

The Battalion's Rover Gp and 'O Gp under G
reached Walong by air on 9 November 1962. It
TA' Coy with two platoons of 'B’ Coy was g
Walong on 13 November. :

'A' Coy =~ Was ordered to re-inforce:
Kupaon at Tri-Junction. One P
of the Coy was positioned at
Mortar position for th
protection of Bde TAC HQ.

"B' Coy - Moved from Walong at 1600 h
: on 14 November, to positl
itself at Tri-Junction (t
platoons - No.4 & 6, and t
third Platoon, No.5, was to-
positioned at Firm Base).

'D' Coy - When the Coy reached Walong
1500 hrs on 14 November, it ¥
ordered to proceed
Tri-Junction to re-inforceé
Kumaon. 'A' Coy, which was
that time at Firm Base anti
proceeding to  Tri-Junc .
was asked to act as fig
porters for 'D' Coy 3“6
Rover Gp from Firm Base:
Tri-Junction.
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ot Cﬁy with
Bn HQ - At Walong

Later, on 15 Novenmber 1962, the whole Bn was
asked to relieve 6 Kumaon in ares Tri-Junction
and to take up Bn defensive pesition there.

MGs

One Platoomn of 'B' Coy(50) - Mortar Post, in

6 Mahar (MG) | support of 6 Kumaon
HJéZEX

71 Hy Mor Bty/ } Depth position at Ladder!'s

44 Lt Regt (T) (51) )} (with 'B! Coy 4 Sikh)

52 Para FD Bty/
17 Para Fd Regt(52)

'E' Tp Dakota Hill

'"F' Tp In support of 4 Sikh Coy at
' High Plateau.

None of the Positions occupied by the Indian
troops were mutually supportive, and as such
each post had to fight an independent battle.

b) Hayuliang Sector

Considering the terrain and the distance from
Rima to Hayuliang and Glel Dakhru to Hayuliang, being

92 km (120 miles) and 120 knm (75 miles) respectively,
t was felt that the enemy would not be able to build
£ more than a Bn Group in that area, in the near
Auture, Accordingly 4 Assam was ordered to reach
fayuliang to reinforce the four platoons of 2 Assanm
MIles in that area latest by 13 November(53},

{c) Northern Lohit F.D,.

The enemy had so far made no ingress in that
However, consequent upon the withdrawal of
.>%am Rifles posts to rheir winter locations, the
Cnemy might have occupied some of those posts., As
there a@ppeared to be no immediate threat in that area,
© Sub-units of 2 Assam Rifles were not re-inforced
*he induction of any regular trcops. The Sector
“: therefore, to be held entirely by eleven platoons
Assam Rifles(54).

ﬁrea.



RESTRICTED

”

(B) Chinese

The  Chinese after occupying Kibithoo
22 October 1962, had speedily advanced till checkeq .,
Nam Ti (Nullah). They had dug in positions on Asﬁt
Hill. Efforts were then made by them to penetrate thi
forvard Indian defended localities, and since tpo.
skirmishes had been going on between the Indiap aeg
eneny patrols. By 10 November, the enemy had occuPigd
its defended localities with estimated strength of
one Rifle Coy plus. Indian efforts to dislodge the
enemy f£rom Green and Yellow Pimples had not met ity
success, _

The distance to Walong from the enemy's base iy
Rima was not more than 32 km (20 miles) and, as {f
turned out, the enemy had completed build-up of gpg
Inf Div, fully supported by Arty, south of McMahog
Line by 14 November 1962(55).

THE BATTLE FOR WALONG

Indian Attack on Yellow Pimple

After the troops of 6 Kumaon had been
concentrated at Tri-Junction, it was decided to launch
the attack on Yellow Pilmple at 1000 hrs on 14
November. Before the attack, fire support was to be
provided as follows{56):- '

Timings Type of fire Target
(a) 132000 to 132330 Harassing Fire Yellow Pimple

(b) 140930 to 141000 Preparatory Yellow Pimple -

(¢) 140930 to 141000 Counter Ashi Hill
borbardment

Plan for the attack was(57):-

(a) Attack to commence with two Coys - Ad hoC ¢
under Capt Singh on the left and 'B' Coy o1 t
right under Maj Sharma.

(b) 'C' Coy in reserve on Tri-Junction.

(¢) 'D' Coy to put pressure on Green Pimple fro® we
Ridge by remaining in contact with the
this Coy was to ensure that the enemy posi ¢
at Yellow Pimple were not reinforced £rov G
Pirple. :
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At 0900 hrs 14 November, 2/Lt Shyam Chavan and
“ﬁ covind Singh with a platoon of ¢! Coy, were sent
- ccure forming up place. When this pesition was
od at by the enemy patrol in forming up place, the

of attack was advanced by 30 nminutes. On
ovember at 0930 hrs the assault on Yellow Pimple
launched. 'KALIKA MAI KI JAI', the war cry of the
paonis, reverberated in the area, and the Kumaonis
harged up the slopes of Yellow Pimple.
ortunately, the artillery fire was not very
§fective, and the Indians 3-in Moratrs could not
ensate for artillery fire due to very limited
unition with them(58),.

Enemy reacted violently and brought down heavy
re on the advancing Kumaonis. But this did not
eter the advancing troops, and the left flank under
gpt Singh pushed on to just 20 metres of the enemy
unkers. The right flank was held up 180 metres from
e top. Further progress proved difficult as the
eny was well dug-in and was covering every inch of
ground in front with a shower of bullets. = At about
200 hrs, two platoons of 'C° Coy, under Sub Govind
Singh and Sub Surendra Chand, were rushed to Yellow
imple as reinforcement(59). Sub Govind Singh decided
not to be held up within a few metres of glory and
fame. "Where every movement was death, he dashed
forward with an LMG to destroy the enemy bunker which
was holding up the Indian advance". He was fired upon

Bde Commander, who had been wiltnessing the fighting at
Yellow Pimple from the forward slopes of Tri-Junction,
ordered the Battalion to stick to the ground it had
$8ptured and to gradually creep up under the cover of
irkness. But during the night, the enemy moved up

ficient reserves, and  counter-attacked the
Ssaulting Indian troops with  approximately a
talion supported by artillery and mortars. In
lerce hand to hand fighting the Indian troops were
Ompelled to fall back on Tri-Junction, due to
SPerior enemy strength and threat to Firm Base(61).
the approxirately 200 men who had gone 1in the
°Sault in the morning, only S0 returned(62).

hinege Capture Tri-Junction

... After having successfully beaten back the Indian
SSault on the Yellow Pimple, the Chinese wer¢ ready

dunch a counter-attack simultaneocusly on all the
j-?cathDS, stretching from Tri-Junction on the west
> of Lohit River to the High Plateau on it eastern
k, supported by &1 mm mortars{s3).

o
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The enemy attacked Tri-Juncticn at 0430 hyg on
15 November. At that time, the strength of the Indigy
troops at the post was only one Coy, including the
troops which had withdrawn from Yellow Pimple. Bittey
fighting ensued. For the next two hours, Tfi“Juﬂction'
constantly echoed wlth the scund of bullets and
exploding mortar bonmbs. Capt Bhatia put y a
determined resistance. When the gunner near hip Was
fatally wounded, he himself manned the LMG and emptied
magazine after magazine into the advancing eneny,
The attack was repulsed, but both Capt Bhatig and
2/Lt Khatri got wounded(64). Both these officerg were
later honoured with Vir Chakras. '

At that stage, the Bde Commander ordered 4 Dogra
to reinforce 6 Kumaon at Tri-Junction. But soon the.
eneny succeeded in cutting off the axis of mezintenance’
~ approach between Mortar post and Tri-Junctionp -.
which interfered with the nrovepent of Indian
reinforcements, to Tri-Junction. In spite of this,
some troops of 4 Dogra (33 men) were able to arrive
there by breaking through the enemy. The arrival of:
these men raised the hopes and morale of the Kumaonisg '
as they anticipated that the rermaining troops of 4.
Cogra would be with them any mnoment. However, no’
other troops could reach there(65), :

During the night 15/16 November, the enemy kept
up his assaults on the position in battalion strength
All these successive assaults were repulsed on that
night. But it was bitterly cold at Tri-Juncticn and
the troops had no rest. Moreover, the ammunition was

running short and the casualties were also steadily
increasing.

The enemy, supported by 120 mm mortars, again.
launched a massive attack at 0730 hrs on 16 November.
but this attack, too, did not succeed in over-running
Tri-Junction,

Even  though  repeated enemy  attacks 2t
Tri-Junction had been beaten back, his mortars were
centinuously harassing the Kumaonis, The Battalion
had alsc lost contact with the Bde HQ. The enery was
present all around. The CO realised that as he coul
neither get reinforcement nor replenishment ©
anwunition, further resistance would be suicidal. He
orcdered his troops to disengage themselvee from CPe
enemy. Tri-Junction fell to the enemy at 0900 hrs 99
16 RNovenmber(66). The Indian troops were repeatedt
arbushed by the enemy on their downward march. '
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ill of other Posts

© Three Coys of &4 Sikh with Coys of 3/3 GR were
Y1ding the defended positions on the western side of
he Lohit river. All these posts were subjected to
termittent enemy bombardment throughout the

perations.

(a) Patrol Base

'A' Coy 4 Sikh took over the position at Patrol
Rase from its 'B' Coy on 13 Novenber. The main
objective of the Indian troops at the post was to
threaten the rear of the Chinese columns stationed at
Creen Pimple and Yellow Pimple and as such this Post
byas an eyesore to the enemy. Wherever patrols from
gﬁw post were out, they came into contact with the
enemy patrols. On 13 November, a patrol under Sub
Harnan Singh was sent to cut off the enemy's route of
supplies to its troops at Green and Yellow Pimples.
The patrol came back after inflicting some casualties
‘on a small enemy column, which was reportedly moving
.from Ashi Hill to Green Pimple(67).

. The enemy launched an attack on Patrol Base for
«the first time at 2100 hrs on 15 November. The Coy
Comrander asked for artillery fire, and after being
wvetted by the GOC, 2 Inf Div (who was at Walong on
-that night), fire came down on the enemy, and the
tattack was beaten back., 'A' Coy positlion was attacked
:again and agaln, but the enemy was always beaten back,
‘and the position held resoclutely. The battle raged
#furiously the whole night. The ammunition holdings
swith the Indians were belng depleted seriously. To
imake matters worse, small enemy parties had
infiltrated and cut off the maintenance route to the
iforward Companies(68). The QM Platoon then showed its
sBettle,  Under Capt Inder Jit Kumar, the Platoon
ought its way to the forward Companies, and delivered
he much-needed ammunition. While performing this
ask, L/Hav Kirpa Ram, laid down his life. He was
Warded a Vir Chakra.

- Again, at 0430 bhrs on 16 November, the enemy
dunched another attack at Patrol Base. This time 'A'

Oy 4 Sikh could not withstand the enemy pressure and,
ter obtaining the approval of the Brigade, it was

?deTEd to withdraw to take up position where the
ﬁthun track and the Ladders' track met(69).

(b) Ladders!

‘.. At about 0300 hrs on 16 HNovember, Ladders'
F8ition, which was being held by 'C' Coy of 3/3 GR

T . . ' P - L . ]
":def command 4 Sikh, was attacked £frontally by a
- tong : force from  Ashi HILI(7C). Llrect
i3 A g o
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i weapons. frow Ashi VLIl knocked oul all the nine



Punkers then occupied by the Gorkhas, who SUffory,
casualties, Maj N.B. Chand ordered his wmen to Céed?
ovt iInto ‘the crawl trenches and to continue en?agimﬁ*
the enemy. Capt G.S. Bajaj of 71 Hy Mor Bty sﬁiftng

its fire to the area in front of Ladders!', Howeve$i
the situation became critical when small groups 0%
enemy started infiltrating to bring the Indiap un
positions under small arms fire. 5

Coy Commander 3/3 GR requested the Bn HQ 4 Sikh
for additional men and ammunlition. But the Bn HQ hag
no reserves. 3/3 GR troops had to continue fightin
with the man-power and ammunition that was availabiae-
wvith them In the picquet area. The enemy continyeg
firing and shelling. Ultimately, the Coy Cady
feeling that his ammunition was almost finisheq
ordered his men to pull out. The troops managed ¢t

come out without much casualties, but the Coy Crd
could not{71).

(c¢) Maha Platesu/Lachhman Ridge/Mithun track

O

These positions were being held by 'C! Coy
4 Sikh and 'D' Coy of 3/3 GR, under conmand. & Sikh.
Like the other posts on the western side of Lohi
river, this location  was also subjected ¢t
intermittent enemy bombardment throughout the day and
night of 15 November. After the Chinese had over-rds

on 16 November, they advanced on the position held by
'C' Coy 4 Sikh and 'D' Coy 3 GR. Prior to this, the
enemy had already infiltrated between Mithun track a
Maha Plateau. :

The enemy's first attack came at 0530 hrs. Sub
Kharak Bahadur Gurung of 3/3 GR ordered his platoon td
open fire only when the Chinese were very near, amd
the attack failed. The Chinese made second attempt td
advance at 0630 hrs, but were again pushed back wiH
heavy casualties. In the fighting, Indian troop
too, suffered heavily.

A platoon from 'B' Coy 4 Sikh was sent, qu
Sub Jaswant Singh, to stop the enemy's advance al0
Mithun track(72). By the time this reinforcegg
reached the Plateau, the remnants of 'A' Coy ;
Patrol Base had also arrived there, which iﬂcreaf
the strength of the Indian troops at the track. of
afer further attacks by the enemy, the Indian tfwé
positions were over-run. Both the Coy Commanders ¥
nade PsCW and the troops dispersed.
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(d) JWest Ridge

after the Chinese had rolled over the Indian
pefences at Tri-Junction, they mwounted a £frontal
grack on Wiest Ridge, which was held by four platoons
§ 6 Kumaon. The attack did not succeed. Then the
inese fanned out. The next attack came with an
yerwhelming superiority of numbers from three sides,
yded by Mediunm Machine Gun fire and heavy artillery
ombardment. Since the capture of the position by the
nemy would have opened the West Ridge approach to
along and threatened the troops 1In the forward
efended localities with the likelihood of being cut
£f, the Coy Commander, Lt Bikram Singh, was asked to
eny West Ridge to the enemy till 1100 hrs that day,
¢ 21l cost(73). He successfully performed this task,
nd half an hour after the specified tine, asked for
ermission to withdraw as he and his men stood
ncircled by the enemy. Some of the men - 1 JCO and
7 Other Ranks - managed to break through the Chinese
ing, but the rest died fighting till the last,
ncluding the Coy Commander, Lt Bikram Singh.

(e) Mortar Position

Trcops of 'A' and 'D' Coys of 4 Dogra, under Bn
Rover Group, were at Mortar Position by the afternoon’
of 15 Noverber, on their way to reinforce 6 Kumaon at
“Tri-Junction. Their mcve to the destination was very
“slow, as the route passed through thickly wecoded area,
"~ and the troops were continuously under enemy's small
“arm and grenade fire(74). Meanwhile, the Chinese had
“also been able to infiltrate downwards. The enemy,
" approximately a battalion strong, opened up with Light
“Machine Guns, automatic rifles and had grenades. The
‘troops of 4 Dogra held their ground and kept back the
enemy till morning of 16 November, despite repeated
attacks. But after the enemy had captured
Tri-Junction, he concentrated all his troops against
“Bn Rover Gp and 'A' Coy, and the Dogras soon got
~encircled. At that stage, the troops learnt of the
“order for withdrawal. They, therefore, charged
through the enemy and headed downward to rteach

(£} Fighting on Eastern Bank of Lohit Kiver

. Two Coys ('A' and 'B') of 3/3 GR with one ('D')
_?OY 4 Sikh were deploved there under Bn HG 3/3 GR.
;CD‘ Coy & Sikh, under Lt Palta, was holding the
‘forward-most post at High Plateau.

On 15 Novenber., 1L was observed that a strong
Elleny fovee, approximately Dn plus, had crossed the
o riveT €yra fhe western to the eastern slde. Al aboui



0130 hrs on 16 Hovember, this forece attacksad the lege

rear platdon of the Sikh Coy and qQuickly ever-ran 1y .. .
The Coy Commander collected some men fron :
renaining platoons and launched a counter-attack(7s
During the battle, Lt Palta, the Coy Comn
provided exemplary leadership to his men and displayeqd
rersonal courage and bravery of a very high ordey in
the face of the eneny, for which he was ewarced Vy c
posthumously,

e
).

ander’

After the death of Lt Palta, 2/Lt P.S. Bhandary
the OP Offier, took over the command of the troops, B}I
0300 hrs, Coy HQ and the right rear Platoon had algg "
been over-run. The Sikhs fought with stubbornness apq
tenacity and lost 36 of their men, including the oy -
Commander(76). The remnants held on to their -
positions supported by Arty and 3-in mortars ti11
1000 hrs, on 16 Novenmber. During the early hours of
the day, efforts were rade to re-inforce 4 Sikh, but
the Gorkhas could not go beyond the southern edge of
High Plateau. The Chinese were well established -
there, and all efforts failed to reach the Sikhs, )

WITHDRAWAL FROM WALONG

During night 15/16 Noverber, the enemy supported
by mortar and RCL guns had assaulted all tke Indian
positions stretching from Tri-Junction on the western
side to the High Plateau on the eastern side of Lohit
river. Indian troops offered stiff resistance, but
they had to vacate their positions. The situation at
1100 hrs on 16 November 1962 was(77):-

{a) Tri-Junction and West Ridge held by troops
of 6 Kumaon had been over-run by the enemy.
The occupation of the West Ridge gave the
eneny observation and small arms fire:
capability over the Dropping Zone, advanced:
Landing Ground and Bde HQ at Walong itself

(b) Patrol Base, Maha Plateau/Lachhran Ridg

and Ladders' posts had been occupied by th
enemy., '

(¢c) Firm Base, held by troops of 4 Dogra, stod
surrounded by the eneny. :

(d} High Plateau, held by troops of 4 Sikh, h
been captured by the enenmy.

~(e) Troops of 3/3 GR holding Dong Plateau, PO
Hill and Dakota Hill stood encircled.
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The Bde Commander had witnessed the battle foz
he capture of Yellow Pimple by his troops on 1¢
tovenber - He had also seen  the eneny
ounter—attacking the Indian troops on the entire
ongth of the front from the western to the easterr
de of the Lohit River, on 15/16 night. The Corps
onpander and the Div Commander were at Waleng with
he Bde Commander from the afterncon of 15 Noventer
411 they left Walong for Hayuliang by Otter at 1100
vs on 16 November; while leaving Walong, the Corps
opmander Instructed 11 Mtn Ede Commander to hold the
efended Sector to the best of his ability. In the
vent of his position becoming untenable, he was
tructed to fall back to an alternative position,
nd to plan for taking up a series of delayin

‘positions, 1f that became necessary(78). The GOC IV
Corps, confirmed his verbal instructions of withdrawal
o Bde Commander 11 Mtn Bde in the evening, through a

The enemy had succeeded 1in securing a foothold
both on the western and esstern side of the Lchit
river, and had been able to force the Indian.troops
back from their locations. He was now in a position
to shell the Walong landing ground. Out of the four
battalions of 1Indian troops, only four companies
{2 Coys of 3/3 GR at Dong Platesu and 2 Coys of
4 Dogra at Bde HQ) were available with the Brigade,
which had so far not come into contact with the enenmy.

Finding his pesition untenable, the Bde

» at 1100 hrs on 16 November, gave orcers for
. the withdrawal of troops from the forward areas and
“for the holding of Yapak feature. The decision to

‘withdraw from Walong was taken to save whatever troops
cWere still left.

The withdrawal plan was:-~

(a) All elements of the Brigade, less Infantry
battalions, to clear brigade Check Point at

Yapak Ti-Lohit River Junction between 1300
hrs and 1600 hrs.

(b} Infantry battalions to abandon positions at
1700 hrs on 16 Novenber.

(¢) Brigade less 2/3 GR to asserble at Sathi
(which probably indicates the place Salcti,
south of Shet Ti cn the western bkank of the
Lohit).

(&) 3/3 GR Group (which included one Coy 4 Sikh
and two Coyvs 3/3 GR) on ezstern bank, to
vithdraw along east bank and join  the

b+ JOUR R D . N ad
Briegade coluan ot Hawal.
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s
(e Troops on the Western Flank {troops o
6 Kumaon, 4 Sikh and 4 Dogral to Eﬂthdrf
along Yapak Ridge. 2w

(£) Left flenk above Dropping Zone to be
by one Coy 4 Dogra, who were to with
after 4 Sikh had passed through.

(g) Tirm Base troops to break through the engpy
and withdraw wvia Walong to the Brigade
rendezvous. '

(h) One Coy 6 Kumaon plus on ad-hoc Coy 4 Dogrg
to hold a lay back position at Yapak Ridge
until G500 hours on 17 Novenmber. -

(i) All guns to be destroyed/rendersq
unserviceable after firing all remaining
ammunition. :

(A) 6 KUMAON/4 DOGRA

The troops at Tri-Junction and Mortar Post had
already disintegrated before they received the orders
for withdrawal at about 1200 hrs. They had .:a
difficult time coming down to join the Brigade colunm
due to the pressure from the enemy. They moved i
small parties and the troops kept on trickling down t
Tezu, till 4 Decenber 1962.

6 Kumaon suffered the following casualtie
throughout the operations in this Sector: -

Cfficer JCOs OR Tota

Killed 2 6 110 118
Wounded 113

PsOW 6 5 161 172

ata

" including 2 NCs(E)

4 Dogra, too, suffered heavy casualties, whici
included one Officer, 2 JCOs and 107 ORs{&0Q).

(B} 4 SIKH

When the Bde Commander spoke to the Comm
Cfficer 4 GSikh on wireless a few minutes
1200 hrs on 16 November, he, it appears, just
indication of withdrawal and nothing else.
sent his Adjutant to Walong to find out th
situation, Orders to the Coy Commanders °
withdrawal were passed on by the Commanding Offic®
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1400 H}s. By that time, the enemy had
jltrated; and he ambushed the withdrawing troops.
pattalion withdrew to Tezu after mwarching for

.+ days. The 4 Sikh suffered a total of 180

Ealties during the operations:

Killed Wounded
- Officer 2 1
JCOs | b &
ORs 76 93

3/3 GR

. The troops of 3/3 GR Group, which were ordered

rejoin the Brigade at Hawail, could not do so for
arious reasons. The telephene lines between Bde HQ
nd the Battalidn stood cut, and orders regarding
ithdrawal were received by them very late. During
he withdrawal, they were repeatedly ambushed by the
eny and suffered heavy casualties(81). ~

_ In the battle of Walong, 11 Mtn Brigade had
ought a defensive battle agalnst heavy odds. It had
ttacked to gain a formidable feature, viz, Yellow
mple, and nearly captured it, and finally carried
ut a planned withdrawal; all of which were without
dequate artillery fire support and without
dminictrative cover{82). The troops fought bravely,
ut being out-numbered and out-weaponed in automatics
ind armunition, suffered heavily.

L In this battle, 832 personnel were either

‘1led, wounded or found missing. On the other hand,
£ an orderly withdrawal, about 1,700 troops were
saved from being captured by the enemy(83).

= The troops which took part in the fighting in
Lohit Frontier Division were awarded one Maha Vir
Chakra and ten Vir Chakras. The recipients of those
qvards were(84):-

Maha Vir Chakra

Sepoy Kewal Singh (Posthumous) 4 Sikh
{No0.334970)

Vir Chakras

Capt Prem Nath Bhatia 6 Kunacn
(IC-7077)
Cant Eavi Kumar Mathuy 5 Kumaon

il




(IC-10156)

Capt Balbir Chand Chopra AMC
(MS5-6455)

Lt Yog Raj Palta (Posthumous) 4 Sikn
(IC-11832)

2/Lt Amar Singh Khatri 6 Kumaop
(IC-12970)

2/Lt Pradeep Singh Bhandari ATty Regt
(IC-12322)

Naik Bahadur Singh (Posthumous) 6 Kuraeon
(No.4139362)

Hav Kirpa Ram (Posthunmous) 4 Sikhy

(No0.3330962)

Sub Jagandhoy Limbu 2 Assan Rifl
Rfn Purna Bahadur 2 Assam\Riff

With one third of the troops deployed in é
Walong Sector having been killed, wounded or captu
it became necessary to induct more troops in the Lo
Frontier Division to check the advance of the ené
deep into the south of the Division. Orders we
issued to induct another Brigade - 82 Inf Bde - wf
four Bns - 5/5 GR, 3 Grenadiers, 1/1 GR and 1-i
Rifles - into the Lohit Frontier Division. TAC?
82 Inf Bde and advance parties of 3 Grenadiers @
1/1 GR arrived at Chabua on 16 November for thelr ng
to Tezu(85). 4 Assam in Hayuliang was asked
perform the role of covering troops. With EKayulla
as the covering position, the new main defended sec
in the Eastern Lohit was to be prepared in
Dening-Lohitpur-Tezu under 82 Inf Brigade with-
four battalions(8&6). ' i

REVIEW

In planning these operations, the Chinesé hl
tricky little problem to solve. The Lohit V&
provided the only practicable ingress. At Kibitho
was a mnarrow gorge, and Gtroadened out only
Walong. The hills to the east of the valley rosg
steeply from the river bed to a high elevation ©
than &,500 metres. No sizeable force could cros8
high range to get behind the Indian positiotﬂ
Kibithoo and Walcong. The hills range to the W%{
Kibithoo along the McMahon Line was also hﬁﬁ;i
difficult to cross. The bottleneck at Kifr
therefore, had to be broken through by &
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rack before, a large force could be pushed through to
deep’ into India. It was fortunate for the
therefore, that McMahon Ridge on the east
the Lohit was held by only one Coy of Indian
and Kibithoo itself was vacated by 6 Kupaon on
f Headquarters IV Corps without much fighting.

vaﬂce
neseés
ik of
X OpSs
sders ©

After taking Kibithoo, the Chinese had the
¢ion of acdvancing towards Hayuliang via the Du Pass,
jch was @ shorter route. But in that case, the
ian Brigade at Walong could threaten the flank, and
puld Dbottle up the = invaders by advancing and

~pturing Kibithoo. So, the Chinese were cczpelled
, capture Walong and neutralise the brigade threre.

At the start of the operations, the Chinese had
‘pattalion at Rima(87). By the time the hostilities
weased, they hbad a brigade at Rima, and perhaps
another brigade around Ashi Hill aresz. Field
stillery had also been brought up and moved forward,

elving a clear superiority to the Chinese in strength
nd fire power(88).

After the withdrawal of the Indian tToops from
{bithoo on 22 October 1962, the enemy was in a
position concentrate more troops Lo the south of
cMahon Line. By 12 November 1962, it was known that
‘the enemy had about one Infantry Divisicn on the
ndian side of the McMahon Line with necessary
rtillery support, and was holding the heights in
‘strength in prepared positions(89). The Bde Commander
:was aware that he had no reserve troops, which could
e moved forward to reinforce the assaulting troops,
‘nor enough artillery fire. But in spite of all this,
e committed his troops to an abortive attack on
ellow Pimple on 14 November. By launching an
offensive in the face of superior enemy strength and
ire power, it 1is often asserted that the Bde
‘Commancer wasted his men and material and enabled the
‘eneny to counter-attack his troops, with full vigeur,
-on the whole front, which resulted In his defeat. In
view of the Chinese superiority, it could te said that
he decision to launch an offensive on 14 November
1962 by the 11 Mountain Brigade, whick had been
~8pproved by Div Commander and Corps Commander also on
2 November, was not a tactically sound decision. On
he other hand, the Brigade Commander has argued that
ellow Pimple was reported unoccupied, and¢ he had to
Ty and occupy it to prevent the enemy going elong the
;ridge ana coming down behind the Brigade
“Positions(90). Mere passive defence was certfainly mno
~Preseriprion for  victory. In any  case, the
Performance of the Indisn Arzy in the Walcng sector
¥8s far better than in the Kameng sectol.
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- THE SUBAKSIRI FRONTIFR DIVISION
TOPOGRAPHY

Subansiri Frontier Divieion is nared after thetb
big river which drains its eastern and northern partg
This Division lies to the east of Kameng Frontje,
Division. The northern portion of this Divigicenp is .
lined by the great Himalayan Range and in  the
north-east this Range recedes into Tibet. ap off

shoot of the Himalayan Range separates it frop the
Siang Frontier Division in the east. 1In the south, , -
rarrow belt of Terai merges into the north

€In plaing
of Assam(91). This Frontier Division now

divided into two Administrative districts
Upper Subansiri.

Lower Subansiri District

Itanagar, which is the capital of present
Arunachal Pradesh (erstwhile NEFA) lies in the extrere.
south of this district. Other irportant towns of thig
district are Kimin and Zito, which were connected b

road during 1962, covering a distance of 90 km;
(55 miles)(92). .

A track existed from Ziro to Dharmu, near the-
Indo-Tibet border covering a distance of approxinately:
290 km (180 miles). The track ran mostly along th
south bank of Kurang, a river, tributary of th
Subansiri and cut aCross numerous smaller tributaries :
and many Intervening ridges. The route from Ziro to
Sarli covered a disfance of about 208 km (130 miles).
From Sarli, Dharru could be reached by two routes.
The shorter one was through the Vatey or Wasi valley,
approximately 80 km (50 miles) long, and the longer
one through Milli, covered approximately 120 kz
(74 miles). Sarli was situated on the north bank ofi
Xurung river and a track frog this area alsc led
north-east to Takaing(93),

Upper Subansiri District

The Upper Subansiri District comprised mainly ¢
the Longju area and the Subansiri Valley. The Lgngé
area lay in the extreme north-east of the Upgf
Subansiri District. The preminent wvillages of f.a
area were Migyitun (in Tibet), Longju, Roi and bm;a
On account of its nearness to  the internation&
boundary, no larding-ground had been built in i
area, though Maja village wzs being used as a DTOE?ﬁg
Zone(94). The nearest landing ground was at Lere é
a small town approximately 51 km to the south"ee?le:
Maja aleng the track route. Maja, 10 km (6 mi:2°3

ro
scuth of Longju, was 2 days' marching distance £
Lemeking(95), -
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rongiju could be reached from Lemeking, Daporijo
qleo from Menchukha (Siang Frontier Division) by
g-pzths passing through dense forests. At places,
o were ladder clizbs and indigenous suspension
ﬁeé ¢z which  made the journey hazardous and
ri Estiﬂg' The trekking from Lemeking to Longju took
xha Zays and nearly the same fron Menchukha, but

.zn a week from Daporijo(96).

Like the Longju region, the Subansiri Valley
glon also lacked good communications. Here too
tacks were risky and inconvenient. The villages in

valiey were Lung (in Tibet), Asaphila, Takaing and
emekinz{97). .

£ recce of the track from Daporijo to Takaing
and tken to Maja was carried out bty Lt Col
R.J.S- Chhatwal, O0C 1/5 GR, from 8 March to 29 April
4961. ©f the track from Daporijo to Taliha, covering

distarce of 41 km (26 miles), the portion upto 27 kr
{17 miles) was jeepable and the rest of the route was
being made fit for a jeep. From Taliha the track went
Up to Lemeking after covering a distance of 104 kn
{65 miles). From Lemeking, where a Landing Ground was
available the route led to Gelenshiniak, at a distance
of 19 kr (12 miles). Fror Gelenshiniak, cne track
went to Takaing and the other to Maja(98).

tzout 3 km (2 miles) beyend Takaing, the track
rossed Subansiri (Chari Chu). Here the track coming
from Lurg joined the track from Yume (both places in
Tibet). The track to Maja from Gelenshiniak,
throughcut its distance of about 32 km (20 miles), ran
ialong Tsari Chu and crossed the river many times
before rzaching Maja.

Incian

_ Fcllowing the flight of Dalai Lama to India in
si:March 1539 and the subsequent influx of refugees fron
Tibet, it was decided by the Government of India to
SCrengthen the existing out-posts as well as to
fstablizh new posts on the Indo-Tibet border. Under
is pclicy, two out-posts were set-up 1in the
Subansiri Frontier Division(99). One at Longiu and
he other at Takaing. 2t thet time, the 9th Bettzlion
Ot the Assam Rifles was rade Tesponsible for the
‘defonce of Subansiri Treatier Division(100}.
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The, setting up of the Assam R7
Longju by India irked the Chinese and in
23 June 1959 they accused Indlan troors of intryg:
and occupation of Migyitum, Samgur Sa-20 and OE;OR
places in the Tibetan region of Chixa ang thi?f
colltsion with Tibetan rebel bandits{10% | sir

were denied by the Indian government in Its Note dat
26 June 1959. The ©Note said that tre outpost e
Longiju, which was south of Migyitun, was on the Indig
side of the traditional internationmal berder, and
the Tibetans seeking shelter in Indian zerritory wei*
being given refuge in accordance with the accepte
international usage. The Government of India alg
assured that they would always respect tie traditiong
international frontier between India and the Tipe
region of China and expressed hope that Governnment g
People's Republic of China would do the same(102),

Without any provocation from the Indian side, o
25 August 1959, a strong Chinese detachment croése
into Indian territory, south o¢f Migvitun in th
Subangiri Frontier Division, and fired =zt the India
soldiers stationed at Longju outpesc{103). Th
Chinese force again encircled the post on 26 Augus
1959, and opened fire on 1it, which forced the India
soldiers to abandon the post(104). ‘

The post at Longju was not occupied by th
Indian Army after being vacated by the Assam Riflel
personnel on 26 August 1959, as a result of the
understanding reached between the Prirce Ministers ©
India and China to maintain status quo on thi
border{105).

When it was decided not to occupy Lengju, 2 pos
was set up at Maja on 29 August 1959(106;. :

In November 1959, when 4 Inf Div was moved fT
Antala Cantt to NEFA, 1/5 GR (FF) - a Battalion undel
5 Inf Bde -~ was concentrated at Salorighat, on th
right bank of river Bhareli, and the ared
responsibility of this Battalion was Zirc(107).

With & viev to have effective occupation of .t
entire frontier, it was decided to set up MaAXLEE
nunber of AR posts near the border under 'OF ONKA%
During the period sterting from January 1962 to AUgY

1962, the following eight AR posts were set up(lo?ﬁ?

Post Date when set up
1. Milli 3 March 1962 } Closed
} laterdo-
Vatey June 1962 ] opené
' } Vatey:
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9. Dharmu .11 January 1962
.3, Pagak 25 May 1962

L. Kashongla 17 August 1962

5, Sagamla 16 Mav 1962
. Tamala 13 May 1962

7. Potrang 06 April 1962

8. Asaphila 19 June 1967

er, a post was established at Chimpung La on
QOctober.

From May .1962 onwards, 2 J&K Rifles under Lt Col
apphal Singh, started taking over from 1/5 GR (FF) in
he Subansiri Frontier Division. The Unit established
ts HQ at Daporijo with Tear HQG at North
akhimpur(109). : :

- On 4 October 1962, AHQ ordered IV Corps to
einforce Maja also with one Inf Coy(110). In
fesponse to that order from Army HQ, &4 Inf Div
{inforned that the post at Maja could not be reinforced
by one Rif Coy becauseé no DZ was available in Maja
ea which was two days march from Lemeking, the
arest IAF approved DZ. Alternatively, 1t was
gested that the post at Maja be abandoned and a new
st established at Besa Canmp, approximately 7 km
rth of Maja(11l1).

: Considering the enemy's threat on the border,

Pan on occupation of Longju, which was imposed in
August 1959, was removed by the Army Headquarters on

Novenber 1962. It also asked the FEastern Command

> forvard recomnmendations regarding establicshing a

0St in the area with a view to preventing Chinese

occupying Longju{il2}. On 27 QOctober 1962, 5 Int

de was placed directly under command IV Corps{1l3).

9 ~ On the eve of the Chinese aggression in Cctober
62, the area of Subansiri TIrontier Division, for
iince purposes, was divided into two sub-sectors
og-a Valley sub-sector [Comprising the dlStflCF of
htr Subaneiri) and Subansiri sub-sector (Comprising
€ district of Upper Subansirij(119). The Kamla
?%%ey Syb~sector VES placeq under the CC of & Assanm
mﬂgs with 'A' Wing REQ at zljgfand seven Plagoons and
att Sections of Assam Rifles perscmnnel. The
alion had ite headquarters at Wimin(1l5).
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Subansiri sub-sector was being loocked after by
2 J&K Rifles and the deployment of its Coys was ag
follows{116; ;-

Takaing - One Coy

Lemeking - Bn TAC HGQ with one Coy
Talihg ~ One Coy

Daportjo - Bn HQ with one Coy

Eleven platoons of 9 Assam Rifles with Wing HQ
at Takaing were also under the operational command of -
this unit(117)., In support at Daporijc were 69 Hy Mor
Bty of 44 Hy Mor Regt(118) and Platoon of 'A' Coy
6 Mahar (MG)(119).

The Bn HQ with 'C' Coy, 69 Hy Mor Bty and.
Platoon less Sec MMG were ordered to move immediately-
from Daporijo to Taliha on 22 October 1962. The
troops left at 0530 hrs on 23 October 1962 and reached
Taliha on 24 October at 1600 hrs(120).

(B} Chinese

Across the border the Chinese had concentrate
approximately one battalion each at Sangacholing and:
Chosam. These battalions were under the command ©
Regt HQ located at Lhuntse Dzong, which was linked by
road to both these places. The Chinese had later on:
moved more troops into the area, bringing thelr®
strength to a full Brigade(121). The troops atﬁ
Sangacholing posed a threat to Takalng while thﬁ
troops at Chosam threatened Longju and Maja throug
Migyitun(122), .

Chinese officers were reported to have be%ﬂ
visiting Lhuntse Dzong and Sangacholing since JU g
1962. They had moved their frontier posts quite Closd
to the Indian border. Defence preparations, fg:d
construction, storing of supplies and ammunition se
been opposite Subansiri Frontier Division in the sief
way as in the area opposite the Kaceng Front
Division{123),.

In fact, from the beginning of 1962, Chlﬂgﬁg
activities had increased on the border. In Jﬁﬁ?_b
1962, two Chinese civilian officers, szccompanied
ore interpreter and two army personnel of the rans:
Platoon Commanders, had crossed thep borderS
Longju. The came upto & place known @
app%gximatelyy one km psouth from Longju towd*
Maja(124). |
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‘ On their side of the border, the Chinese had
&ﬂmtructéd a class 9 road from Tsethang - a fairly
jarge Garrlson town and the main logistic base for the
hinese Troops In Western Tibet - to Lhuntse Dzong and
en from there to Chosam via Sangacholing. Migyitun
on the border stood linked with Chosam through a jeep
road. A mule-track existed from Migyitun to Longju on
the Indian side of the border(125).

FHINESE ATTACK FORWARD POSTS

While the reports of concentration of Chinese
troops across the border were coming in, the Indian
osts at Asaphila, Sagamla, Tamala and Potrang were
gttacked on the morning of 23 October 1962, close on
the heels of their massive attack in Kameng Frontier
Division, with approximately a battalion group(126).
In view of the heavy odds, all the AR personnel and
regular army troops In the area were ordered to
withdraw to Taliha from forward positions under the
orders of IV Corps(127). For the purpose of
withdrawal, all the troops were placed under Maj Naidu
of 9 Assam Rifles, who had his HQ at Takaing. HQ
> Inf Bde issued 1its withdrawal order at 1445 hrs on
3 October 1962, which lald down that(122):-

(a) ALl AR and regular Army troops should move
from area Takaing to Taliha.

(b) All troops - regular and AR - located in
area Takaing were placed under command Maj
A.E. Naidu of 9 Assam Rifles for the
completion of the task.

(c) Personnel located at Sagamla, Tamala and
Potrang and en-route were ordered to move
direct to Taliha.

(d) Asaphila post was to concentrate at Takaing
by 1800 hrs on 23 October 1962.

(e) Move ex Tszkaing was to be in batches, and
the move was to commence immediately.

(f) 2 J&K personnel were to leave Takaing not
earlier than 2000 hrs on 23 QOctober.

(g) Efforts were to be made by the troops to
bring back maximum ammunition and all arms.

(h)  Nothing useful was to be left undestroyed.

(1) All  bridges over Subansiri or other
rivers/nullahs were to be destroyed.
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{3} If track Maja-Gelenshiniak-Leweki,, .
found blocked, nove was to be througﬁnuﬁaﬁ
on southern bank of Subansiri river. 1;8

{k) One staging section was to be establyg
few stages ahead of Taliha to
rations to the withdrawing troops.

In the first enemy attack at Asaphila st
1450 hrs on 23 October, one JCO and 17 OQgg
reported killed/missing in action and the Temai
joined Takaing defences around 1800 hrs, where 1R
of 2 J&K Rifles had also arrived. Those
covered the withdrawal of men from Sagamla, Tapaig 3
Potrang, who reached  Takaing on 24 Qctop
1300 hrs(129). Takaing was shelled by the eneny y
mortars at 1400 hrs on 24 October before it wa
abandoned by the Indian troops{130). On 25 Octobey
the Chinese attacked and occupied Takaing(131),.

abot
e

Enemy build wup opposite Longiu was é
reported(132) and the troops at Maja were ordered:
withdraw direct to Lemeking{(133). Indian-:

occupied by the Chinese on 25 October(134). Tk
troops withdrawing from Maja were attacked by 't
enemy near Reding, 8 km south of Maja(135).

The situation in Subansiri Frontier Division’
midnight 28/29 October 1962 was that (a) the personng
of Assam Rifles at Vatey post were asked,
26 October, to withdraw to Sarli, leaving behind
sections at Milli; (b) the Assam Rifles post
Kashong La and Chimpung La with their elements £re
Pagak were ordered, on 26 October, to withdra
Huri; (c) posts at Sagamla, Tamala and Potrang
been ordered on 22 October, to withdraw; (d)
Indian soldiers at Asaphila, who had been attacked
the Chinese on 23 October, had withdrawn to Ta
through Lemeking; and (e) the Indian soldiers &t
had been attacked by the Chinese on their withdra¥&
from Maja at Reding(136). Chinese troops had £&
with LMG, 2-in Mortar and Grenades{137).

INDIA STRENGTHENS DEFENCES

Towards the end of October, another Inf D
2 Inf Div - was formed as already mentioned, t©
after the operations in Subansiri, Siang and
Frontier Divisions. The new GOC, Ma
M.S. Pathania, accompanied by Cmdr 5 Inf Bde, P
Taliha on 28 October and discussed 0perati0ﬂ3du¢
for the defences of the area(138). With the 1n7%:
of more troops in the area in the Wake‘gfi
formation of a new Inf Div, the opels’
responsibility of the 5 Inf Bde was confinedioﬁ
defence of Subansiri and Siang Frontier Divi#
the whole area was named as sector 1(139).
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on 30 October 1962, GOC 2 Inf Div ordered his
¢ Commanders to carry out active and aggressive
11ing in their respective areas of operational
g .1pility 1n order to:-

1. dominate no man's land;

44. obtain more information regarding eneny,
particularly his likely approach;

capture prisoners and obtain identification
to galn informatlon regarding enemy's future
intentions; and

~4v. safeguard against possible enemy
infiltration, ambushes and being
surprised(140},

e Sector Commanders were further instructed by
o GOC 2 Inf Div on 1 November 1962, not to withdraw
ny troops including AR platoons from any post without
rior approval of Div HQ(141). The Bde Commander was
4lso instructed to re-inforce and strengthen Lemeking
id - the troops withdrdawing from Takalng were ordered
return to Lemeking(142).

.+ With the induction of one more Inf Brigade in
he area 192 Inf Bde - the operational responsibility
nd sector boundaries were re-organlised and the
defence of Subansiri Frontier Division - termed as
ector I - was entrusted to 5 Int Bde
xclusively(143). This re-organisation was to take
ffect from 13 November 1962(144).

The Commander 5 Inf Bde was also assured that as
d when additional troops were available, one more
f Battalion(145) would be allotted to his Sector,
and he was asked to hold, at all costs - Lemeking -
liha - Sarli and Huri(146). Units were not to be
allowved to fight 4in penny packets any longer.
Defences were to be organised on the basis of brigade
geﬁHMEd sectors, or where the situation so merited,
1 battalion defended areas, with artillery support

20Tming an integral part of the defences 1In eilther
tase(147),

%c All defence sectors were to be bullt up to a
:Sale of five first line of ammunition and 28 days
SUpplies(148). For ammunition, priority was to be
11Ven to artillery ammunition.



Reports were continuously conming in about the .
Chinese strengthening their defences in the area south
of the McMahon Line. They were reported to have
constructed new tracks(149). To meet the increasip
Chinese threat, one Sec 3-~in rortar and one detachmept
MMG were air-lifted from Taliha to Lemeking in three
trips on 14 November 1962(150). L

Another Bn - 1/4 GR - which moved to NEFA under
192 Inf Bde - was placed under 5 Inf Bde for the
defence of Taliha(151). Bn less 'C' and 'D' Coys of
1/4 GR concentrated at Daporijo by 1630 hrs o
14 November and the 'C' and 'D' Coys reached Daporijo
on 15 November. While 'B' Coy left for Taliha at Qgfp
hrs on 15 November, 'A' Coy, Bn 'O' Gp and ali
elements of SP Coy and Adm Coy left Daporijo at
0700 hrs on 16 November for Taliha. All these troops
reached Taliha by 1630 hrs on 17 November. Due to
non-availability of porters, 3-in mortars were carried
by the troops. 'Long Ridge' near village Dochak was
proposed as site of Bn defence area.

Position of Troops as on 18 November

(a) Indian

HQ 5 Inf Bde
1/4 GR - North Lakhimpur

Bn HQ 1/4 GR with ‘
'C' & 'D' Coys - Dapori jo

Bn '0' Gp, all

elements of SP & Adm

Coys and 'A' & 'B’'

Coys of 1/4 GR - Taliha

2 J&K Rifles

Bn HQ 2 J&K Rifles
with two Coys

Taliha

Bn TAC HQ of 2 J&K )
Rifles with two Coys Lemeking

MMG Pl less one Det of

TAT Coy 6 Mahar MG - Taliha
One Det of —

6 Mahar MG | Lemeking
Arty

69 Hy Mor Bty of 44

Hy Mot Regt - Taliha
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Chinese : -

HQ IV Corps Op Instruction No.4 1issued on
11 November 4962, mentioned that the Chinese probably

a regimental Group in Longju - Maja area. But it
g unlikely that they would be able to build up more
¥ han a battalion group against Lemeking. So far as
Ethe Western Subansiri area was concerned, the enemy
was unlikely to make any appreclable headway 1in that
Bt i rection because of heavy snow in that area(152).-

_ A straggler of 9 AR - Sepoy Puran Bahadur Limbu
. from Maja reported on 16 November that approximately
2,000 Chinese troops were located in area Golenshiniak
and that the troops held 2-in Mor, 3-in Mor, Hy Mor,
MG and flame throwers(153).

INDIAN TROOPS WITHDRAW FROM LEMEKRING

While positioned at Lemeking, the troops of
29 J&K  Rifles  continued .with their  aggressive
patrolling. On the  other “hand, the Chinese kept
. themselves busy in .consolidating thelr gains mnade
earlier and bringing forward reinforcements. They
also moved up further from Rio bridge after having
crossed the Subansirl river in Gelenshiniak area. One
of the Indlan patrols - one platoon of 'D' Coy of
2 J&K Rifles under 2/Lt M.R. Kishore - had contacted
the Chinese troops on. 4 November, north of river
Subansiri., After exchange of fire with the enemy and
inflicting some casualtles, the patrol had moved back
. approximately 4 ko from the place of the incident, and
~stayed there{154). The patrol had, later on, reported
- that the Chinese were constructing bunkers across
" river Subansiri and covering -the Ric bridge by fire.
Reports were also cowming in that the Chinese were
“trying to out-flank Lemeking and Taliha.

On 18 November, at 1500 hrs, Chinese troops were
~ seen advancing and approaching the location of the
protective patrol, over the main track. When thelr
- forward element, about 200 strong, came within view
-and field of fire, the Indlan troops opened up with
four Light Machine Guns, 2-in Mortar and Rifles on the
- eneny, The enemy was apparently surprised and
suffered many casualties. The firing continued for
_about 45 minutes. When the ammunition with the
fIndian troops had expended, they withdrew to Lemeking
“1n the darkness of the night(153).

As the maintenance of the troops in the forward
 areas was posing a problem, coupled with heavy
Pressure from the advancing Chinese trcops, the Indian
troops were asked to withdraw to road-heads or to
Dakota Landing Grounds(156). In pursuance of these
Orders, the trcops at Lemeking/Taliha were told to
W}thdraw to Daporijo and those at Sarll and Hurl to
TC.




On 26 DNovember, HQ 5 Inf Bde issued detai] .
instructfions to its two Bns ~ 2 J&K Rifles and {/4 gdz¢ﬁ
~ for redeployment of their troops, after withg R
from forward areas. The instructions were(157):-

(a) Orderly withdrawal from Lemeking wag to-
commence forthwith by fastest POSSiblo"
pace - both by day and night. €

(b) It was to be ensured that the troops dig:
not get involved in a rumning fight yigp
the Chinese. _

(c) The Garrison at Taliha was to be held by
One Coy supported by Sec 3-inch Mor g .
cover the withdrawal of troops frop.
Lemeking and then to withdraw to Daporijo, °

(d) After the troops had withdrawn to Daporijd;f
they were to guard all the approaches tg
Dapori jo.

{e) All the bridges en-route were. to be
prepared for demolition/destruction and.
were to be destroyed after the troops had'
crossed them. :

(f) Withdrawal was to be kept as secret as
possible.

(g) When abandoning the position, ammunition
where possible was to be buried.

(h) Mortar ammunition was to be rendered’
unserviceable by defusing.

When Army Headquarters came to know of the
orders issued by the Brigade for withdrawal £r0
Taliha to Daporijo, it reversed the orders and issued
fresh instructions, which said that "5 Inf Bde wil
occupy defensive positions in Taliha-Daporijo and
Ziro" and Assam Rifles posts '"will continue to stay i
present locations'(158), as on 21 November 1962.

Thus, as a result of the Chinese aggression,:

posts at the wunder - mentioned places WerT?
closed/withdrawn:-

(1) Vatey

(2} Dharmu

{3) Pagak

(4) Chimpung La

{5) Kashong La

(6) Potrang

(7) Tamala

(8) Sagamla
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(9) Asaphila
(10) Takaing
(11) Lemeking
{12) Maja

_ The posts at Serial Nos (1) to (5} were not
attacked by the Chinese but some stores, equipment,
gpmunition and rations had to be destroyed at these
osts since carriage was mot possible due to lack of
porters when orders for withdrawal were given(159).

OPERATIONS IN SIANG FRONTIER DIVISION

TOPOGRAPHY

: Siang Frontier Division, too, is named after the
river which flows through it. The Great Hirmalayan
Range in the horth separates this Division from Tibet.
Two mountainous barrliers separate it from Subansiri
‘Frontier Division in the west and Lohit Frontier
Division in the east. The southern part is-a plain
but it is so thickly forested that it almost stands
isolated from Assam. The Division now stands divided
into two administrative districts - west and east
Siang.

_ The northern part of this Division, bordering on
Tibet, 1lies in west Siang District with its
‘headquarters at Along. This area 1s very mountailnous
‘and its altitude ranges from 3,650 metres (12,000 ft)
“to 5,480 metres (18,000 ft). The level of even the
‘river valleys is high. The area is crossed by more

than a dozen mountain spurs Jjutting out of the
‘Hiralayan Range from the north-west to the south-east.
'The main spur separates Cthe waters of two rivers,
.Siyom and Dihang ot Siang (called Tsangpo in Tibet and
Brahmaputra in Assam) flowing parallel to it. These
‘rivers are joined by tributaries flowing from the
south-west to the north-east and the north-east to the
“south-west. This criss-crossing of the watersheds has
-made travelling from one wvalley to another very
ﬂdlfficult. The snow-line in the bordering areas in
‘the north runs at a height of 4,560 netres (15,000 ft)
.and as such the crests of practically all local
Watersheds remaln covered with perennial snow. The
"Lo La, Dom La (or Tunga La), Shoxa La, Lamdo La, and

%?Eha La are the well-known passes con the border with

- +lbet,

U Important villages near the rorder are GCelling,
o Rorho, Jidu and Tuting in the east and Menchukha in
.. LLLQ ‘-":esta .



Tracks

E

Many tracks came f£from Tibet to the borg,,
villages of Siang Freontier DPivision. ALl of thep er
their way downward wmerged with the main tracks Qﬁ-n"
terminated either at Along or Pasighat. “ch

(1) Kepang La - Gelling - Tuting - Pasighat track

A track came through Kepang La to Gelling, which
was the first wvillage on the Indian side of th
border, approximately 10 km from the McMahon Iinee
The track then came down to Jidu and Tuting(160),
track coming from Korbo met this track at Jidu. 1y
track coming from Lusha La also met this track gar
Tuting(161). From Tuting the track came down tg
Miging, Bomda, Ramsing, Karko, Rigo and Pasighat,
This was the main route - also called the Pilgrimagé
route in the Siang Velley for trade among villages of
the valley as well as with the Tibetans. It was alse
the main route for the villagers of the upper regiop
to come down to Pasighat{162). :

(i1) Tuting - Along track

A track came down from Tuting to Along. On its
downward march it crossed the watershed between the
Siang and the Siyom rivers, and met many paths coning
from Shoka La and Tunga La. These paths were merely
jungle trails over high mountains and could be used
only during dry season. Following the Siyom valle
the maln track reached Along, and continued on to hit
the Siang again near Pangin. \

TRCOP BUILD-UP IN THE AREA

(A} Indian

Before the induction of regular troops, tB
responsibility for the border security was that of th
Assam Rifles, which had deployed its 11th Bn in Pg
Siang Frontier Division(163). In June 1939, QEi
Platoon of the Bn stood positioned in Tamadam, 9 XH
north-west of Lo La. When the Chinese Governt
lodged a protest{164) against the occupatlog i
Tanada, Indian troops, in October 1839, were with iﬁw
from Tamadam to Lamang, about 5 km south of Lo La%
where a Section post had already been establishe

September 1959(166). Lo La (Pass) was approxin
103 km (64 miles) north-west of Along(167).

In November 1959, when 4 Inf Div took 0V3é=
responsibility of defending the Indo-Tibetan DOTEC
NEFA, 5 Inf Bde, with Assam Rifles Uﬂitssk\
operational control, was assigned the ta ;
Subansiri, Siang and Lohit Frontier DivisionS. 4p
initial deployment and subseguent re—shuffl% o {ngs
in July 1961, 2 Madras and fA', 'B' and 'C Wnez
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11 pssam Rifles remained in Siang Frontier Division
for its defence. 2 Madras had its HQ, along with two
Coys, at Along and the other two Coys were deployed in
. Tuting and Menchukha. The rear HQ of the Bn was at
“Norh Lakhimpur{168). HQ 11 Assanm Rifles and its 'A'
ing were at Aleng and its 'B' and "C' Wings were
eployed in the Menchukha-Manigong and Pasighat/Tuting
:areas(169).

In February 1962, for the first time an advance
Tparty s consisting of one officer and 12 CRs, was moved
‘¥rom Tuting to Gelling and established a post there on
18 February(170). Gelling was approximately 40 kn
(25 miles) north-east of Tuting and 10 km (6 miles)
s gouth of McMahon Line(171).

: Under Op 'ONKAR', new Assam Rifles posts were
set up at the following places, by the middle of
September 1962(172):-

Summer Location Winter Location
Lamang No Change
Henker - No Change

Nayu La Jorgling

Shoka La ~do-

Lamdo La (Nambui Diba) Sonsi
Lusha La {(Maney) No Change
Hunters' Track (Muglam) -do-

When troops were moved from Tuting to Gelling,
- orders were issued to reinforce Tuting by sending
troops from Along(1l73).

With the start of OP 'LEGHORN' in the Kaneng
~Frontier Division in early September 1962, Corps HQ
directed 5 Inf Bde, on 20 September, to take all
measures to ensure the security of this Sector against
- Chinese incursions. Cmdr 5 Inf Bde was assured that
- More troops were belng sent to his Sector. He was
alsc directed to reinforce Menchukha by one Coy and
Tuting by Bn HQ and Coy as early as possible but not
latter than 10 October 1962(174).

: In response to the orders issued by Corps HQ,
~ Rover Gp 2 Madras was established at Tuting on
20 September(175). When 62 Inf Bde moved from Ramgarh
Lo FEFA in September 1962, two of -1ts Bns 2/8 GR and
JSikh, were placed under 5 Inf Bde. Of these two
‘s, 2/8 GR was earnarked for the derfence of Siang

Frontier Division.
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The border arezs in the Siang Frontier Diy
were divided 1into three sub-sectors for (e
purposes. viz., Menchukha, Manigong and Tuting,
deployment of troops in those sub-sectors as wely .-
in Along/Pasighat areas on the eve of the ¢ as
invasion was as follows(176}:~

ision
fence

(a) Menchukha sub-sector cCO 2/8 GR (Lt
D.A. Taylor} was Commander of this sub-sector
was divided into three areas (i) Menchuk&*
(i1} Nisangong area (iii} Lamang area. HQ 2 3
with 'A' Coy, some elements of 'C' Coy of 2/
Coy 2 Madras, 'B' Wing of 11 Assam Rifles
3 Platoons and a sec 3-in mortar and two sec Myg
ex 6 Mahar (MG) were distributed iIn all the areds
under this sub-sector. g

(b) Manigong sub-sector was placed under command'of
CO 11 Assam Rifles (Lt Col R.P. Gautam). The troops
avallable to this sub-sector HQ 'B' Sub Wing of
11 Assam Rifles and 3 Platoons, sec 3-in mortar and
sec MMG ex 6 Mahar (MG) were deployed 1in o
(i) Manigong and (ii) Tadadege area.

(¢) Tuting sub-sector. This sub sector, under fﬁg
command of CO 2 Madras (Lt Col S5.K. Mushran} ha
under 1ts jurisdiction, the following areas:-

1. Tuting town area.
ii. Gelling area.
iii. Guyor La - Korbo axis.
iv. Tinpatta - Jidu axis.
v. Lusha La axis and
vi. Jorging axis.

HQO 2 Madras less Coy, HQ 'C' Wing and 'C' Sub Wi
11 Assam Rifles along with 8 Platoons, and 70 Hij
Bty ex 44 Hy Mor Regt were deployed to cover all t
areas under this sub-sector.

(d) Along/Pasighat: Battalion HQ and HQ 'A’ Win
11 Assanm Rifles along with & Platoons were deploy®
this area. ‘

All the troops were being maintained bylag
Kalinga Airways, for which ALGs were available Oﬁj
Along, Menchukha and Tuting. Ammunition was'hec5e
authorised scales, because additional ammunitlonk
not be sent to forward posts due O 1ac»
perters(177). E
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(p) Chinese

_ By the end of June 1962, the Chinese had brought
under thelr control Pemakoc area of Tibet opposite
porth-eastern part of Siang. They were alsc reported
to have occupled several villages near the
norder(178).  Later, in August 1962, the Chinese
tT00pPS soved forward close to the Indian border at
Tamadam and even entered Lo La. They had re-inforced
Nagiti and Nayu and were rapidly comstructing roads to
the Indian border and parallel to it(17%).

The Chinese had constructed some mule tracks
through the difficult terrain from Tsela Dzong - their
piv HQ - to the border. Temo Gompa was the road head
on the north bank of Tsangpe. The road to Temo Gompa
pranched off from the main Lhasa - Chamdo high-way
at Nagiti(180). They also built tracks from Nayu and
Milling, which led to group of passes between Longju
and Gelling(181).

From the information gained through Tibetan
refugees it was clear that some war—-like activities
were afoot on the Tibetan side of the border. In
August 1962, two jawans of Assam Rifles from patrol
which had gone to Lo La were found missing. It was
believed that they had been taken prisoners by the
Chinese to gain information on the Indian
defences(182}. These activities of the Chinese
confirmed other reports{(183) that the Chinese would
launch an attack sometime in October 1962.

When the hostilities started in October 1962,
the Chindes had five battalions deployed opposite
Siang Frontier Division. Of these battalions, one
each was at Tsela Dzong, Nayu/Milling and Pemako area
and the remaining two were on the border(184). These
troops posed a direct threat to Manigong and Menchukha
in the west and Gelling, Korbo and Tuting in the east
of the division(185}. '

CHINESE ATTACK INDIAN FORWARD POSTS

- Menchukha sub-sector

On 21 October 1962, at about 1000 hrs, when a
petrol from Lamang to Lo la was near the Pass, it
observed about one Coy of the Chinese troops there.
The patrol say an officer, briefing those troops. The
Patrol took no offensive action but nerely withdrew

Yo lamang and passed back the information. On that
vVery day, the Chinese occupied Lasam - about 4L3-wminute
- Walk fron Lamang towards the border{186).
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Nexi day, the AR platoon el Laweng, whi'fV* R
consisted of about 30 men, set up an 0P between Lama?he
and Lasam. The enemy, more than 100, advanced fr%
Lasar and attacked Lamang by 1800 brs on 23 Octobgn
1962. Indian troops were forced to open fire on then?
Fierce fight continued till 2100 brs.  When tﬁf
Chinese fired Verey Lights, it showed that the I“diag
post stood surrounded except from the south. Unden
orders of IV Corps(187) the AR platoon was asked OE
radio, to withdraw to Menchukha. While the tréo 2
were withdrawing, there was a fight wvith the enemy-gﬁ
Pokhar Valley, in which five AR soldlers and threg
civilian posters were killed. Chinese occupied Lamangiai:
while the Indian troops concentrated at Menchukha, &

Manigong sub-sector

In this sub-sector, patrols were being organised
from Tadadege area to observe Dom La and Gingtung Pagg
on alternative days. On 20 October, a patrol to Do
La saw two Coys of Chinese troops at the pass. '
had destroyed the boundary marker put up by the
Indians earlier. The patrol sent a rTunner back with
this information and itself withdrew about a km below

Dom La.

Oon 21 October, on the orders of the sub-sect
Commander Jem Rai and 30 men moved from Henkar .t
occupy Gingtung. When they found the Chinese already
on the pass, the patrol did not take any offensive
action and withdrew on night 22/23 October. Next days
i.e. on 23 October, a patrol led by CO himself foun
the enemy digging defences there(188).

Considering the situation in the area, HQ(Iw
Corps ordered, on 23 October, the withdrawal of AR
posts at Henkar and Tadadege to Manigong(189).
the orders could mnot reach the troops 2&H

remained at those posts.

The Chinese attacked Jem Ral's post (g
Henkar-Gingtung tr) on 24 October 1962, and pushes
back the Indian troops to Henkar. Simul taneouslys *52
post on the Henkar-Dom La tr was also attacke b%:t
Chinese. After some fighting, the troops were Ofie_a
to withdraw. Jem Ral's platoon was asked to remalilie
Papikrong and the rest of the troops WEIE to 89

Manigong{190).

By 1930 brs on 26 October, enemy was'abi}-?»
by-pass Papikrong area and advanced towards ran 3
Manigong was later attacked by the enemy at Vo
on 28 October, and the Indian troops withdrev t
by 1800 hrs on 29 October. Later, when
reported to have withdrawn from Manlgong, an guf
was made from Karc to recapture Manigond .

failed.
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Maj P.A. Rege (IC-3174) of Dogra Regiment, who
was commanding the troops in this sub-sector as

P I/C 11 Assam Rifles, was awarded Vr C for his role
during the whole action.

Tuting sub-sector
Tuting

In the Tuting sub sector, only the Indian post
at Lamdo La was attacked by the Chinese in October
1962. No.5 platoon of 11 Assam Rifles was ceployed at
' pilerrock (two stages below the pass) with the patrol
base at Nambui Diba (one stage below the pass} and
"with an OP at the pass under L/Nk Hasta Bszhadur
Gurung. At 1500 hrs on 24 October 1962, the Chinese
attacked the OP with approximately one Coy(191).
“Three ORs were killed and two wounded. L/Nk Hasta
- Bahadur Gurung and Rfn Baji Ram Thapa were awarded
Vr C for their gallant action and bravery. After this
~incident, trocops at Lamdo La, Nayu La and Shoka La
were ordered' to withdraw to Jorging. Later on the
‘troops at Jorging were ordered to withdraw to Tuting
after destroying stores and equipment there(192).

On 26 October, the troops at Lusha La (AR
platoon No.13) were ordered to fall back to Ogong due
to heavy snowfall at Lusha La. This platoon reached
Ogong on 3 November 1962.

Thus, by the end of October 1962, the Chinese
‘had ingressed wupto Lamang (Menchukha sub-sector),
Manigong (Manigong sub-sector) and Jorging (Tuting
sub-sector) in the Siang Frontier Division(193).

INDIA STRENGTHENS DEFENCES

The new GOC of 2 Inf Div, along with the Brigade
Compander arrived at Tuting on 28 October 1962(194).
The next day, the Corps Commander also visited Tuting.
As 2 result of the discussions held during that visit,
Maj Dikshit, Coy Cadr of 2 Madras, with a Section was
Sént  to Chondrak with orders to halt further
withdrawal of Jorging troops and to organise defences
at Chondark. Construction of defentes at Pango was
also started and a party was sent to recce for a
Position where a secticn could be deployed to cover

ifferent tracks from Ogong. The next day, 70 Hv Mor
Bty of 44 Hy Mor Regt fired some rounds for
Tegistration of targets in front of the main defensive
Position ot Tuting (163}, taj Gen M.E. Pathania, GOC,
4 Inf Div, after reconnaissance of the foruard aress,
.Ordered the Sector/sub-Sector comrmanders to Carry out

- 38eressive patrelling and not to withdraw any troope,
0 Meluding Assam Rifles, from any post without his
CPricr approval(196).



ResTe LOTER

On 5, Movewber, 5 Inf Bde was ordered
establish a fitw base at Karorotil, south of NanigCn _
and send rtecce patrols to locate and keep contact vith .
the enemy. Withdrawal of forces on nere iﬂfOrmatfmx
about the presence of the enemy was ruled out, ij
however, forced by enemy action, troops could Withdra&
to Tato or Pangri, as the situation warranted. 5§ Inf
Bde was also ordered to send a strong self—contained
fighting patrol ex Menchukha to Tato to establigh 4
firm base there. At the same time, IV Corps y4
requested to place more Otters at Along and Tezu ¢
induct more troops at Menchukha at a very hig
priority in view of the enemy woves in the area of
Lungthey and Tato{197). o

{.:0 ';:_

The Corps Comwmander, after his visit to the
forward areas of this Sector was of the view that 3
the enemy was bullding wup in strength agains
Menchukha, he was likely to isolate the Indian troop
there(198). Some elements of 2/8 GR were air-lifte
to Menchukha from Along and Walong on 10 Novenbery:
1962(199). Consequent upon the induction of one nore
Inf Bde under 2 Inf Div, the defence of Siang Frontie
Division was made the responsibility cof that Inf Bde.

192 Bde.

The Corps Commander, in his OP Inst. No.4 date
11 November 1962, mentioned that the enemy was closin
the ring around Menchukha by a double flankin
movement through Dom La - Henkar - Manigong and via
La =~ Lamang. As the ingress. into that sector
easy, the enemy would scon be in a position to eit
directly invest Menchukha or cut off its ground 1in
of communications via Tato or both. There being :
Tndian troops between Along and Menchukha, the enes
had the option even to by-pass Menchukha and head £¢
Along. It was also estimated that the enemy was abl
to muster approximately a regimental group for thi
task(200). Still, GOC 2 Div was directed to hol
Gelling - Tuting - Menchukha and Along, at all cost#
Units were not to be allowed to fight in penny pockel
any longer. Defences were to be organised on. o
basis of brigade defended sectors, or, where th
cituation so merited, in battalion defended aré
with artillery support forming an integral part
defences in either case.

192 Inf Bde, which had been ordered at the
of October to move (ex 23 Inf Div) with ltf’i
battalions to NEFA, could assume the OPeraE
responsibility in Siang Frontier Division on Yf
12 November 1962, when its HQ were ajr-lifte ot
Chabua to Along(201). Its two Bns - 1/4 GR
Dogra - were, however, Inducted into Suba
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ZLﬁhit Frontder Divisions respectively. In Siang
fFroﬂtier Division, 192 Inf Bde, had under command
o Madras and 2/8 GR at that time.

The Rde Commander made some changes 1in the
#: serational plans, one of which was the division of
ihis area of responsibility into two sub-sectors
1,605 Menchukha and Tuting, instead of the existing
- three sub-sectors of Menchukha, Manigong and

>

The orbat and location position of the troops

deployed in Siang Frontier Division on 16 November

1922(203) was as follows:-

Along

- HQ 192 Infantry Brigade with 2 Coys 2/8 GR
“('B' and 'D' which after being flown out of Walong,
nad concentrated at Along by 16 Novenmber)(204).

~ HQ 11 Assam Rifles with one platoon

(a) Menchukha sub-sector

Bn HQ 2/8 GR with 2 Coys
1 Coy 2 Madras with 3-in Mor platoon

Section MMG 'A' Coy 6 Mahar (MG)

'B' Wing of 11 Assam Rifles with 6 Platoons
and section MMG.

(b) Tuting sub-sector

Bn HQ 2 Madras with 3 Coys
5 Pls 'A' Coy 6 Mahar (MG) less section

10 Pls of 11 Assém Rifles

ATty
70 Hy Mot Bty

Chinese were also concentrating their forces
more and more opposite Manigong/Menchukha. Reports
Were being received from the locals that the enemy was
dlgﬁing on the Ridge, south of Manigong. One Machine
ggn§anti—aircraft gun had been seen by Indian supply
dircraft on 9 Novesber 1962, on the School Ridge.
Unconfirmed reports indicated that approximately. 240
from Nailgeng to Gasheng.
concentrated 2

£y

- Eneny troops were seen noving
o it_was roncluded that the Chiness nad
S Tull hatralion dn temigong.

i
o




KESTRICTED

TROOPS_ I THDRAWH TROM MENCHUKHA

I4

A column of approximately two Coys of Chine

Lroops appeared over a kllowetre north-west of tse
Nisangong defences on tr Yarlung - lMenchukhg .o
17 November. The jawans engaged the enerv with
and 3-1in mortars(205). The enemy retaliated Wigﬁ
60-mm mortar fire. The fire continued for aboyr .o
hour. Thereafter the enemy retreated towards yarluaq
and was seen digging defences about 725 re n
from the Indian post{(206).

tYES away

The Bde Commander flew into Menchukha gt 100
hrs to study the situation there(207). The defence:
plan was discussed by the Bn Commander with the Bd
Commander and it was felt that troops, located {
Menchukha area, were far too few to deny Menchukha ¢
the enemy(208). Bde Commander ordered 2/8 GR to kee
the enemy engaged opposite Nisangong(209). Furthe
induction into Menchukha of 2/8 GR troops, which wer
concentrated at Along, however, could not be continue
due to poor flying conditions. The Bde Commander the
flew to Chabua in the afternoon to meet the GOC 2 Ip
Div there in response to the signal received .by hi
from Div HQ. While Bde Commander was at Chabua, h
recelved orders directly from IV Corps. The ord
stopped the movement of two Coys of 2/8 GR from Alos
to Menchukha and asked the Bde Commander to withdra
his troops from Menchukha for the defence of Along
This withdrawal of troops from Menchukha was to star
immediately, by night. Men with light weapons were ti
march back while heavy weapons were to b
alr~-lifted(210).

In the same signal given by GSO-1, 2 Inf Div HQ;
endorsed for information, to the Div Comcander (wh
was at that time at Lohitpur), the Div HQ mentioned:

"Withdrawal from MENCHUKHA without giving figh
no recommended (.) events in WALONG shDUld'ng
unduly influence us in other sectors (.) SUPF
you take up again with Corps Comdr(.)'(211).-

In accordance with the orders of IV Corp$
received by the Bde Commander, he issued orders t0
Commanding Officer 2/8 GR for a 'fighting withdriwﬁ
of Gorkha and attached troops to Tato on 7
18/19 and 19/20 November 1962(212).

On 18 Novewmber, the Bde Cmdr again vie:
Menchukha. Considering the eneny conceﬂt%
vis-a-vis Indian strength, it was again felt b%~
the Bde Commander and. the Bn Commander thi
position of DMenchukha was untenable. 5
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ndrawal of the troops was to be effected as per
cders - While withdrawing, the troops were to hold an
ntermediate position at Rego(213).

The beginning of withdrawal of Menchukha troops
ad just been made when the Chinese started shelling
"Madras Coy_position at Saung at 1645 hrs. The enemy
as engaged by mortars. Intermittent firing continued
¢11 2200 hrs. It became apparent that the enemy was
rying to encircle Menchukha during the night
g/19 November. The CO 2/8 GR spoke to BM, 192 Inf
de, at 1715 hrs, on wireless and informed him that in
jew of the latest enemy threat, he might have to pull

ut bis troops on night 18/19 November instead of
night 19/20C Novenmber, as earlier planned. Wireless
ontact between Bn 2/8 GR and Bde HQ was lost on night
g/19 Novexber at 0300 hrs(214),

After having informed the BM, 192 Inf Bde, the
0 2/8 GR decided that for withdrawal of troops, a
‘hunters’ track, leading to south of Tato, should be
ollowed. Lt Col D.A. Taylor, CO, with 35 men went
‘out with a civilian surveyor to find an easy track.
“That party mnever jolned the main party again. The
‘pain party under Maj S.N. Dar continued downward(215).
‘But on 20 November, the maln party led by Maj Dar was
‘scattered by an enemy ambush on track Menchukha-Tato.
'The party had to abandon the original route of
-withdrwal and took a more hazardous track over
snow-clad pass to Tagin-Taliha-Daporijo. Some of the
roops rtezched Tate by 0900 hrs on 21 November. By
hat time, the Chinese had also reached there and the
:Indian troops marched down to Yapulk and were there by
700 hrs ¢n 22 November(216).

. Unfortunately, the withdrawal started slightly
Un-coordinated. Men carried no rations and Iin some
Cases protection against severe cold was 1inadequate.
Route taken to Tagin was very difficult, sparsely used
even by iocals. It ralned and snowed throughout.
Most of the men got exhausted and fell wvictlm to
fTOSt—bite. Lt Col Taylor, CO, the Adjt Capt Ghosh
and RMO Lt Sharma - all of 2/8 GR and Maj Pimple of 2
Yadras died of exhaustion. Total casualties of 2/8 GR
Were 3 (OfZjcers and 39 ORs. Two Officers and 10 ORs
-¥Were pade PsOW(217). Out of the total force of 13
" Officers, 18 JCOs and 826 Crs and NCsE at Menchukha, 8
Officers, & JCOs .and 150 ORs and NCsE were reported to
8¢ elther killed/nmissing or taken as prisoners of
o war(218).

]
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The Tde ~Commander, 182 Inf DBde, on hls gy o
visit to Menchukha on 13 November, after taking drshf
the operational responsibility of the Siang FTOntzen
Division, had represented to the Div and g ST
Commanders (who were present on that day at Meﬂchuk; 5
for early induction of more troops there. He ala}
pleaded that as Arly fire support was not SUffiCianif
a complete Hy Mor Bty be inducted into the area, _D'ﬁ
to over-all shortage of troops, neither of theue
requests was acceded to. When on 17 November, for tﬁe
first time, the enemy contacted the Indian troops i?
Menchukha area, the Sub-sector Commander (OC, 2/8 g il
and the Bde Commander felt that the Indian troops were:
positively far too weak to deny Menchukha to the
enemy. But the enemy colurn, which had contacted ¢t
Indian troops at Nisangong on 17 November, had’
strength of approximately 200 only. Against this, t
Indian forces 1n Menchukha Garrison numbered more th
800 regular troops plus AR platoons{219). It appears
that the Commanders just lost the heart to give -,
fight to the enemy before withdrawing. They thougﬁ'
it prudent and safe to withdraw before the enemy could
encircle them. The Bde Commander, when he met the:
Corps Commander on 17 November, perhaps expressed his
inability to defend the Menchukha Garrison with the
troops there. The Corps Commander, influenced by the
events in the Walong Sector (where the Indlan troopi
had suffered badly only a day before), seemed to have
ylelded to Bde Commander's request and agreed to -t
withdrawal of troops of Menchukha Garrison. :

It seems strange that while taking the decisl
to withdraw the troops from Menchukha, the GOC 2:51n%
Div and his staff were not adequately consulted. Thij
ls evident from the signal sent by GSO-1, 2 Inf D
to his Commander in which he requested the latter
take up the matter regarding the withdrawal of trof
from Menchukha with the Corps Commander (220).

TUTING ABANDONED

On 19 November 1962, at 1530 hrs approxi
two Coys of enemy troops contacted the Kepalk
post(221). At that time, one platoon 2 Madras st
deployed on the pass and west of it, and oneé Secii
AR troops was to the east of the Madrasis. Some ot
had also been laid in front of the defences-
Chinese launched the attack from right of Kepang
and the troops at the pass retreated to Gelling-
found(226) the place deserted, as the Indlap
there had already withdrawn to Tuting(222).
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cven before the Indian troops had been contacted

. the enemy at Kepang La on 19 November, the
DY pander 192 Inf Bde had asked CO 2 Madras at
1450 hrs to move his troops from Tuting. He was
&nfofﬂed that heavy weapons, e.g. 4.2-in Mors, MMGs,
WSs eqpt - would be flown out fror Tuting and for this
pe was asked to hold the airfield up to last light
90 November for air-lifts. He was also asked to rake
3 of darkness for moving his troops for the first
WO night5(223}.

143}
[+]

) It seems the troops at Tuting started
{thdrawing at 0300 hrs 19/20 YNovember(224) night
1though the CO, 2 Madras had been specifically asked
hold the Landing Ground till last 1light of
20 November. When all the troops in Tuting area had
 crossed over the Siang bridge to Jidu area on the
sevening of 20 November, the bridge was destroyed(225).

o

. As in the case of withdrawal from Menchukha,
‘here too the Bde Commander was apprehensive dbout the
L ability of his troops to defend Tutlng, once thé enemy
ttacked. Hence, at 1450 hrs on 19 November, even
efore the enemy contacted the forward Indian post at
epang La at 1530 hrs that day, the Garrison at Tuting
ad been ordered to withdraw. Once the troops had
eceived the withdrawal order, they started moving
‘down even though they had been asked to hold the
airfield up to last light 20 November so as to
‘evacuate the heavy equipment. Instead, heavy
-equipment, 1ike 4.2-in mortars, was destroyed(226).

%INDIAN TROCPS STAY AT ALONG

: While the troops were falling back from forward
- areas, 2 Inf Div asked 192 Inf Bde to concentrate at
‘ Pasighat., 11 Assam Rifles was made responsible for
. the defence of Along and also to assist in the
-withdrawal of the units.

_ Army HQ reacted inmmediately to these orders of
-2 Inf Div and, instead, ordered 192 Inf Bde to occupy
Gefensive positions around Along. The AR posts were
asked to stay on where they were at that time(227).

: "After the Cease-fire, 192 Inf Bde was zsked to
‘Te-occupy Tuting with AR troops if it was un-occupled
by the enemy. A platoon of 11 Assam Rifles occupied
“At on 25 Novemberi228).

ioT rontier

8]

- Trus ended the operations in the
Division,

G2
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- Mana, Nitl'and Tun Jun Passes were also approachable
v only by mule tracks, which all converged at Joshimath
on the Alknanda branch of the Ganga. The Mana village
was approximately at equal distance from Joshimath and
Mana Pass, the total distance from Joshimath to the
pass belng about 100 kmn. Frop Joshimath, a track
going up the Dhauli Ganga led to Niti Pass as well as
~Tun Jun La. At the important village of Malari, the
- track to Tun Jun La branched off to the right to go up
“the Girithi Ganga which joined the Dhauli Ganga
~pear-by. While Niti village was the last inhabitant
‘place on the track to Niti Pass, the lmportant staging
- points were Rim Kin and Ghamsali on the track leading
- to the Tun:Jun La. The Kungribingri and Darma Passes
‘were accessible only from Milanm village over extremely
difficult mule tracks. Lipu Lekh Pass was crossed by
_the track from Pithoragarh, Passing through Jibti and
arbyang. The Lipu Lekh Pass was the tri-junction of
the international bordrs of India, Nepal and Tibet, in
the West-Central region of the Central Sector of the
border. .

The Tibetan region opposite Himachal Pradesh and
U.P. border stood least consolidated by the Chinese
till 1959. In end 1959, the Chinese inducted some
englneer troops in the region for road-building, so as
-to extend their roads/tracks upto the main passes on
the border. Approaches from Gartok or other centres
to many of the passes on the border were approximately
. 160 km (100 niles) over difficult country and across
several rivers, Efforts were being made by the
Chinese to construct a pucca road from Gartok to
. Shipki La. The alignment of this road was the same as
. the old Indo-Tibet trade route. A road branched off
- from the Gartok-Shipki La road to Tolingmath, which
- '8  belng converted into an lmportant military
- station. Feeder tracks from Tolingmath to Mana and
Niti passes existed.

3 Taklakot in Tibet opposite Lipu Lekh Pass in the
. €8St stood connected with Parkha, which was on the
- Main highway coming from Gargunsa (GAR DZONG) (234).

. The boundary throughout the West-Central region
- lay 2along the main wastershed between the Spiti River
- &nd  the Pare Chu, between the tributaries of the
fSatluj and between the Ganges and the upper Satluj
3sins. In this region, the Chinese alignment also
“onformed for the most part to the traditional Indian
ldgnment. Only in four areas did it diverge from the
J3tershed to include certain pockets of Indian
SYritory in Tibet - the Spitl area (Chuva and Chuje),
Aokl Pass, the HJelang-Jadhang area (Sang “and
Sungsha) . Bara  Hord {wu-Jel), Sangeha Malls  asnd
~Opthei(235).

L
s
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The Chinese claim was that iIn fhe Spiti Valley:
h, :

the boundary ran along the Karitha nulla West of .
Kaulrik, while in the Shipki La area (Kinmnauy
district) it should be 7 km (4 miles) west of Shipyg
La. In the Nelang-Jadhang area, the Chinese claineq
that the boundary lay along the Himalayan range apg
not the watershed, and as sach these Ltwo ‘villages
which lay between the main Himalayan range and the
watershed, belonged to them. The distance between the
~Indian border and the one claimed by China was ahout
31 km (19 miles). Similarly, in the Bara Hotl areg,
Tun Jun La was the natural dividing line between the
catchment areas of the rivers Dhauli Ganga and the
Satiuj. But the Chinese claimed not only the Bara
Hoti plain but also a large stretch of territory
including Girthi valley and Niti valley. The Barg
Hotl question was discussed between the officlals of
the two Governments 1n 1955 and again in April-June
1958, when both the Governments reiterated their
view-points(236). To other areas of dispute in this
region, neither side attached much importance. '

S

DEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS

{A) Indian

The then DMI, Army HQ, In September 1959, had
recommended that as Shipki La provided an easy access
to the Chinese for entry into Himachal Pradesh, i€
should be held by approximately a Coy, with the
battalion base at Rampur(237). But, the arrangenent
under which the policing of the border in the area was
being done by five companies kofd Provincial police s
two coys from Punjab and three coys from Himachal
Pradesh continued till October 1962. In addition ta
its normal weapons, each Police coy was to be equlpped
with four LMGs and three 2-in mortars(238). The

olice posts near the border were at Kauirik and
Shipki La, with some posts were in the rear to che
the enemy's penetration along Namgla-Sumdo axis(239)

However, in November 1959, HQ Western Command
recommended that, till the regular army was deployed
on the border, a Sector HQ 1in the area, under a 1
Col, with a small staff, working directly under HQ
should be established to co-ordinate the activities:
the Police companies from two different States
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh(240). It was also decé
that till then the five Police companies, deploye
the border, would be organised on the same basis
thelir counterparts in an inf battalion, and the &
was given the mname of 'Sugar Sector' (241) . _
operation purposes, Sugar Sector was placed direct
under HQ WC(242).
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. As the GOC-in-C, Western Command, was not
atiSfiEd with the deployment of Pelice Force for the
=rotection of the border, he, in July 1960, again
P pended that he would need two regular Infantry

econ
gttallions, with a Bde HQ to control them. The troops

gere tO be deployed as under(243):-

Lahul & Spitl area (which then was part of
Punjab)

(1) Two coys on the Kauirik Pass

(i1) Cne coy on the mlpor passes to the north of
Kauirik.

%“ (ii1) One coy as reserve

Kinnaur area

(1) Two coys on Shipkl Pass

(i1) One coy on the minor passes to the north of
Shipkl La

{(11i) One coy as a Teserve.

The Western Command's proposal was not agreed to but
it was asked to earmark an inf bn, ex 17 Inf Div,
which could be deployed in Sugar Sector in case of an
emergency{244) . Consequently, to begin with 2 JAT,
then &4 J&K Rif and again, in January 1962 3 Sikh was

as earmarked for the purpose(243).

_ At a discussion held under the chairmanship of
the Defence Mlinister on 25 June 1961, GOC-in-C,
Western Command again stated that he was not satisfied
with the arrangements for the protection of Shipki La
by the Provincial Police force and stressed that a
‘regular battalion should be deployed there(246). But
it was only on 21 October 1962 (after the Chinese had
launched an all-out invasion in the Eastern and
Western Sectors of the border) that the moverent of a
‘regular infantry battalion, viz; g Madras, f(ex 48 Inf
"Bde) from Ambala Cantt, to ther Sugar Sector vas

undertaken(247) . Bn TAC HQ arrived at Puh on
29 October. The troops of Madras were gradually

deployed at Shipki La, Khabo and Kaulrik In the
-beginning of MNovenber. A new Bn Commander LE
Col C.R.S Murthy took over the command of the

.BEttalion on 11 Noventer 1962 at Punh{2481%.
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In Octaber 1959, the Government decided thal pp,
responsibility for the defence of the I“dULTib‘ef
border in UP would be taken over by the Army, with tEt
Special Police force already deployed there under j~e
control (249). At that time, out of the six c@yg 'L%
the Police Force sanctioned for the task (against tﬁff
minimum requirement of eight coys), only five (g ©
actually stood deployed on the border(250). They we¥

where it was not possible for them to stay on in ty
forward posts during the winter, they were to reac
there as soon as it was physically possible after th
winter. Even though the military personnel were np
deployed on the border earlier, the troops positione
at Almora were carrying on patrolling activitie
towards Indo-Tibet border with a vlew to keep watch o
the enemy activities in the area and also ¢t
strengthen the morale of the local poeple{251)
8 Dogra, ex 9 Inf Bde, corried out a number o
difficult reconnaissances along the border in th
winter of 1959 and summer of 19¢0(252). :

In July 1960, HQ Eastcow intimated that if the
Police force at the border posts were toO be replacei
by army personnel, an Inf Bde Gp with five battalion
would be their minimum requirement. Qut of these fiv
battalions, two were to replace the Special Police
coys deployed on the varlous = posts along the,
rorder{253). 1In the same month, 9 Inf Bde, ex-20 In
Div (with three Bns 8 Dogra, 14 Rajput and
Maratha), was placed under command HQ U.P. area(254)
The Bde HQ was located at Lucknow. The deployment 0
the Brigade in the hill region was not agreed to as i
would have been against the directive of the Prim
Minister which had asked to locate main forces 1
areas where they could be easily suppor
logistically and from where they could be move
forward to battle locations when required(255).

In March 1961, the area under the opereation
jurisdiction of 9 Inf Bde was given the nick-name 9
TTRI-SHUL'{256) Sector and in July, same year, nk
Bde was redesignated as 9 Inf Bde Gp(257).

When, in April 1961, it was decided to set UP
all-weather post at Rim Kin, at the fringe © B%
Hoti Plain, the 9 Inf Bde provided administfatt¥
backing to the Speical Task Force in setting UP.
post(258). The post was temporarily withdTa¥’
September 1961 as winter accommodation for the trc»
could not be constructed there(259). The SPe;.
Police Force, as deployed, was divided into g
sectors, in addition to 1ts HQ at Moradabad. FromEf;
West, the first sector was being maintaiﬂed 7
Uttarkashi and controlled the posts of pulamsuf
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s1ang. Secofld sector was being acuinistered from
pimeth and controlled the posts at Kyunglung,
arsain, Ghastoli and Rata Kona in Joshimath - Bara

and Joshimath - Mana areas. Further east, the
+d sector was Milam which controlled the posts at
angcha Malla, Lauka, Lapthal and Dung. The last
ector Askot-controlled the posts at Kalapani, Kothi
nd pawe(260). During winter months, rnen from forward
osts used to withdraw to the rear and were deployed
¢ Uttarkashi, Nelang, Joshimath, Mane, Malari, Milam,
skot and Garbyang(261).

In February 1962, Army HQ decided that an Army
ost be re-established at Rim Kin in the vicinity of
ara Hotl as early as possible and HG Eastern Command
as also asked to see that no more than one battalion
£ 9 Inf Bde Gp should be deployed in an 'operational
“ea' at any time(262). The post at Rim Kin was
stablished on 20 April 1962 with a platoon strength
£ troops of 14 Rajput, under Capt R.S. Taragi. When
n September 1962, 8 Dogra took over the
esponsibility for Joshimath Sector from 14 Rajput,
ne platoon of 8 Dogra, wunder Capt Sagar Singh,
elieved the troops of 14 Rajput at Riz Kin(263). The
ther troops of 8 Dogra were depleyed at Harsil,
oshimath and Chhiyalekh. This Bn had also stationed
etachments at Malari, Srinagar, Bhatwari, Uttarkashi,
irkha, Dharchul and Jumagwar(264). The remaining two
attalions of the Bde Gp, viz., 14 Rajput and
"4 Maratha, were at their permanent locatlons at
‘Lucknow and Ranikhet respectively(263).

:B) Chinese

When India established a post at Rim Kin 1in
“*aril 1961, Chinese reacted by sendlng their troops at
..egular intervals to the Bara Hoti area. At one
time, they came up to Sarkya, about 15 kn north of
ara Hoti(266).

A The enemy was reported to have deployed five
‘Battzlions against this reglon of the border(267).
;ThEir Div HQ was reported to be at CGar Dzong, which
'Was on the rain Gartok-Rudok highway. The troops were
located at Teshigong (opposite Shipki La), Tholingmath
oppcsite Mana Pass), and Taklakot (oppcsite Lipu Lekh
ass)., The Chinese had developed Dunkar into an
“Inportant staging post for moving supplies from Gartok
. and Cargunsa (Gar Dzong'!, to Thollrgmath. This had
" enabled them to maintain their troops properly in the
' Tegion, opposite lana Pass{2¢8).  They had also
Constructed tracks frozm Tholingmatb to the Indian
ordey, whichk lead to Thag La, Mana Pass, MNiti Fass

NG Tyn Jun La. The eneny had zlsc —oved troops close
&0 tha horder ot Nu {east of Shipki La end north of
thaes  1n on rhe CGartek-Shipki La track) and Sarang,

L8]
o T v
4howt 19 ko verth of Thag Latid



Durlng the last week of October 1962, gope -
moverment on the part of the Chinese Uroops near the
border was reported. The troop movement showed thyy
the enewy was advancing in strength Into the are,
south of southern Ladakh and north of Himacha]
Pradesh, which had so far been thinly held by theg
Their movement posed a threat to the disputed areag
near Kauirik Pass and Shipki La(270). But the
mountainous terrain and the onset of winter, coupleq
with other tactical and strategic factors, perhaps
checked the enemy from launching any attack in thig
region of the border.

EAST-CENTRAL REGION

Topography

The east-central reglon of the Indo-Tibet
boundary covered the Kingdom of Sikkim.. Sikkim had :
Nepal to its west, Tibetan Plateau to 1ts north and .
the Chumbl Valley of Tibet and the Kingdom of Bhutan
to 1its east. To the south of Sikkim lay the ;
Darjeeling district of West Bengal. As " in the
west-central region, the northern half of Sikkim was
extremely rugged and mountainous, with very sparse
population. The southern half had steep mrountain
ranges and deep valleys cut by the Tista and its
tributaries, flowing from north to south.

The Sikkim Tibet boundary was about 225 Kn
long(271}. Along the northern and north-eastern
sector of this boundary there were several very high
and difficult passes leading into Tibet, the most
important pass being Kongra La. Its importance lay in
the fact that the Chinese base at Khamba Dzong wds
only about 32 Km from it, and Khamba Dzong was
connected with Lhasa through a motorable road. But
the extremely difficult area of northern Sikkim, snow
bound for approximately 5 months of the year, made 1t
uninviting route for any invader from the north. The
mule tracks from Kongra La and the other northern
passes converged on the area of Lachen and Lachung,
and then passed through the vital bottle-neck 0%
Chungthang on the Tista river. Following the Tistds
the track passed through Mangan before reaching thg
capital Gangtok and the all weather road system O
India. A jeep-track existed from Gangtok F
Chungthang, and the distance from Gangtok to Kongra b
was estimated to be about 190 Km{272). But an invadew
was expected to take a whole month to reach Gangl?
from the northern passes, 1f there was even W&
military opposition(273).

On Sikkim's eastern border with the
Valley, there were a number of important passes,
about 4000 Metres (13,000 ft) high. Tangkar L
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ortant bechuse it was connected with Yatung in the
abi yalley through a jeepable road but the route

Tangkar La had to pass through Lachung and
ngthang bottle-neck. Further south along the
arn border lay Cho La, Natu La and Jelep La. The
La carried the old Gangtok Lhasa trade route and
g only about 55 Km from Gangtok by a jeepable
rack(274). Jelep La had tracks leading to Gangtok as
011 as Kalimpong in West Bengal.

Ay

: Oon the Indian side, projects were in hand for
gprovement of the roads and tracks in Sikkim, under
the name of Operation 'Dragon' sanctioned in 1960.
irom the rail head of Siliguri there was a good Class

road to Tista and a Class 5 road from Tista to
Gangtok(275). Because of these roads 1t was
1jppreciated an invader could reach Gangtok in about 4
" lays from Natu La and Jelep La(276).

On the Tibetan side in the Chumbi Valley, the
Chinese had much jinproved system of communication.
yatung, at a height of 3,350 m (11,000 ft), which was
about 18 km (11 miles) from the Indian border,. stood
connected with CGyantse, through Phari Dzong, Tunk and
Rala by a motorable road. This road touched the
Indian road system at Natu La. Fronm the Yatung -
Gyantse road, a number of feeder 7roads took off
towards northern and north-eastern Sikkim. From Kala,
a road led to Khamba Dzong, north of Kongra la. This
road ran north of Sikkim border.

DISPOSITION OF TROOPS

FA) Indian

In November 1959, when 4 Inf Div was moved to
. _Assam to take up the responsibility for the northern

‘border from Sikkim to Burma, 11 Inf Bde was detailled
to look after the Sikkim-Tibet border(277). In
February 1961, 11 Inf Bde HQ with one Bn - 17 MADRAS -
Was moved to Naga Hills(278) and the respensibility
was given to 165 Inf Bde Gp. The bde had 1its HQ at
alapahar. The area  under the operational
Jurisdiction of 165 Inf Bde Gp was nick-named
PRAJHANS'. At that time, two Bns of 11 Inf Bde =~ 7
?WENJAB and 3/9 GR - - remained deployed 1in Sikkim.
hile troops of 7 PUNJAB were deployed on the eastern
:1°rder facing Chumbi Valley, the troops of 3/9 GR were
in the north. In May 1962, 3 JAT of 165 Inf Bde
Telieved 7 PUNJAB.

E When reports came of concentration of Chinese
ozgops in the Chumbi Valley, HOQ 165 Inf E'i_de Gp was
o Jtdered, towards the end of September, 1962, to xrove
ej Cangtok Lmmediately. Its Bns - 14 DOGRA and 3 JAT,
0 suppoerted by a battexy of Mtm guns or Hy mortars,

'}

- 5T EY ] . . , - o £ g
- "STe prdered to occupy Dbatlbie neeiticns av Jelep La

e
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and Natu La respectively(279). 165 Inf =n.
established its TAC HQ at Gangtok on 28 S,
1962. Troops were deployed, both in the north ...
east, on all the forward posts. 36 (M) Hy Mor Re.:
which was also moved to Sikkim along with 165 ;;@‘
Gp, established its HGQ at Gangtok. Its two Btvge

(M) and 35 (M) - were concentrated at Koy,

Sherabthang respectively. 3 JAT also establishey ig

TAC HQ at Sherabthang(280). One more Bn - 5/1? GR -
called Koch Bihar). (nq

was 1Inducted into the area from Cooch Behgw

When IV Corps was formed on 4 October 1gg9 i
was made responsible for the defence of Sikkirp Sorde
also(281).

Considering the situation arising out o<
Chinese offensive all along the Ladakh ang
border, and enemy's activities in the Chubitang gres
20 Inf Div was ordered to move its HQ and Div Troopg
from Ranchi to Siliguri Rangpo area. Two nora Inf
Bdes - 66 and 202 - were ordered to move to Sikkig
from Dinapore and Calcutta respectively. To give gong
relief to IV Corps, the responsibility for the defenca
of Sikkim was again entrusted to XXXIII Corps(282), -4

On 10 Novenmber 1962, 20 Inf Div 1ssued an ordet
(released to the Brigades on 13 November 1962} which

divided the Div defensive zone into four sector
viz., 'A', '"B', 'C' and 'D'(283).

Sector TA'

£

Area north of Gangtok and including Gangtok
formed sector 'A'. The Sector covered the wmajor
tracks coming through North Sikkim and through Tangk
La, leading to Gangtok. The responsibility for
defence of this sector was given to 66 Inf Bde
(raised at Dinapore during August 1962), which move
into Sikkim with 16 MADRAS, 1 MARATHA and 1 DOGRA, ©
27 October 1962. It moved its HQ to White Memori
Hall, Gangtok on 16 November 1962(284).

't

Sector 'B'

The task of the Commander of sector 'B’', “h;e
wvas placed under 165 Inf Bde, was to deny to the ef
the approaches from Tibet through Cho La and N2
passes 1in the east.
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Sector 'C’

202 Inf Bde, which moved into Sikkim at the end
october with 1its three Bns - 15 PUNJAB, 14 DOGRA

4 GUARDS, was made responsible for the defence of
e sector. This sector included approaches from
Tibet through Jelep La, Batang La, Doka La and other

of

: This sector, which included remaining territory
‘of Sikkim, was placed under OC 47 LAA Regt. His task
was to destroy minor Chinese infiltration into the
sector and to be prepared to reinforce other sectors
with the avallable resources, if necessary(285).

A new code-name 'OP FALCON' in place of 'OP
RAJHANS' was given to the task of 20 Inf Div In
‘§ikkim, on 10 November 1962,

The new orbat of the Indian troops in Sikkim as
on 10 November 1962, was (286} :- '

Sector ‘A

66 Inf Bde with HQ at Gangtok, had

3/9 GR (had been there since 1960)
1 Maratha

Under Command

One Bty of 82 Hy Mor Regt
Cne P1 433 Fd Coy
One P1 D Coy 6 Mahar MG (Borders)

In direct sp

15 Fd Regt

433 Fd Coy less one Pl

Sector 'B'

| 165 Inf Bde with hQ at Karponang, had
16 Madras {ex 66 Infi Bde]

1 Dogra (ex 66 Inf 3de)

3 Jac

5/11 CR

.
Wi
—3
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Fs
Undef Command

35 Hy Mor Bty/36 Hy Mor Regt

D Coy less cone Pl 6 Mahar MG (Borders)

One P1 7 Mahar MG (Borders)

In direct sp

C Sgqn 8 Cav less one Tp
18 Fd Regt

Sector 'C!

202 Inf Bde with HQ at Kopup, had

4 Guards
15 Punjab
14 Dogra

Under Command

33 Hy Mor Bty/36 Hy Mor Regt
'"W' Coy 1 Mahar MG

In direct sp

One Tp C Sqn 8 Cav

5 Mtn Bty

92 FD Bty/4 Fd Regt

82 Hy Mor Regt less one Bty

Sector 'D!

47 LAA Regt with troops not allotted €
Sectors 'A', 'B' and 'C'

All the Inf Bdes were instructed to organisé
active patrolling within thelr respective def SeCtoég
so as to keep careful watch on enemy activities an be
prevent infiltration. Overhead protection was tC °
provided for all- troops. All supplies and storées wers
to be stocked in dug~in shelters for protect
~against snow and shell splinters. Wire and AP miﬂgd
were to be laid at suitable places in defel
localities. All defence works were to be compl
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30 November. Engineer units in the defended
ectors were to assist in construction of defence

v HQ 20 Inf Div also moved from Burdang to Gangtok
on 16 November 1962(287).

“(g) Chinese

In September 1961, Chinese had only three
- pattalions 1in Chumbi Valley, facing Eastern Sikkim.
By May 1962, the strength of the force had been raised
_to nine battalions, out of which three stood deployed
i at Khamba Dzong, facing northern Sikkim, and six 1in
_ the Chumbi Valley(288).

: in November 1962, the enemy was reported to have
deployed one Inf Div plus two Regiments, supported by
artillery and wortars, in the Khamba Dzong and the
Chumbli Valley areas of Tibet. The known locations of
Chinese troops were(289):- .

{. Div HQ and one Regt -Thankarfu Valley -
area Yatung

'1i. One Regt - Yatung - area
Chubitang
iii. One Regt - area north - east of
Yatung
iv. One Regt | - area Phari Dzong
v. One Regt ‘ - area Khamba Dzong,

with one Bn in area
north of Kongra La.

The Chinese had constructed roads/tracks up to
the border in the Chumbi Valley and as such were 1n
a position to mount surprise attacks at points of
their choosing along this part of the border. They
had zlso developed airfields in the Tuna Plains and
Yatung. The airfield in the Tuna Plains was reported
to be capable of taking fighter aircraft. Considering
fhe overall Chinese forces in Tlbet, and bearing in
2ind that Chumbi valley was connected up to Yatung by
a S-ton road, 1t was ostipated that they were in 2
position to concentrate three to four Inf Divisions in
the Chumbi Valley for an offensive im Sikkinm.
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o !
nountalinous, which for about five wnonths 1o o Ve
remalned snow-~hound, the Chinese could indulpge In an,
probing attacks from that side In November 1962, 'mﬁﬁ
were in a much better pesitlon to advance to Cangt0§
and beyond through Natu La and Jelep La. Ac:cc;-rcizlngl.'L
they had deployed more troeps i1.e., one Inf Div plug
in the Chumbi Valley as agalnst cne Inf Bde inp thé-
north. :

s

Although there was no disputed area ¢’
Sikkim~-Tibet border, 1t was apprehended that enpgyy:
could still attack and penetrate into Sikkim in orde
to threaten the strategic Siliguri area. The vit,
task of the Indian troops deployed in Sikkip
therefore, was to prevent any threat to the Siliguri:
area by the enemy through soutb-cast Sikkim. Thap
area, better known as the OSiliguri Corridor, yag
indeed a narrow strip between Chunbi Valley apng
Fast Pakistan (now Bangladesh} and its loss would have
severed entirely the land communication between Assap
and the rest of. India. India bad inducted three
Infantry Brigades in Sikkim, of which two were on the
eastern border, and had located strong defences. close
to the south-eastern border. .

The deployment of two Inf Bdes, with sufficient
artillery support, opposlte the Chumbi Valley border,
1t secems, dissuaded the Chinese from launching any
offensive in Sikkim simultaneously with their Invasion
in the western and eastern sectors. This sector,
therefore, remained tense but dormant.
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