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Inside

Deaths

COVID-19  

by the numbers
As of Tuesday, Ellsworth 

County had no active 
cases of COVID-19. On a 

scale with blue as the 
lowest and red the 

highest, Ellsworth County 
continues in the blue 

zone, according to the 
local health department. 

WEDNESDAY 75/59
Chance of showers/

storms

THURSDAY 77/62
Mostly cloudy

FRIDAY 78/62
Partly cloudy; breezy

SATURDAY 78/63
Mostly cloudy

SUNDAY 80/62
Mostly cloudy; breezy

MONDAY 82/63
Partly cloudy

TUESDAY 84/64
Chance of storms

Ross 
Janssen’s 
Weather

May 19 to
May 25

 

Lloyd William 
Haase

(1927-2020)

Pauline Rose 
Masopust

(1926-2021)

Larry Dale 
Slaight  
(1936-2021)

See Page A2

MAY REMINDER 
Congratulations to the 
Class of 2021. Wilson and 
Central Plains graduated 
this past weekend. 
Ellsworth seniors cross the 
stage Sunday.

Subscribe to the I-R in May 
and get a second            
subscription to give as a 
gift. Information:                        
(785) 472-5085.

PLANNING  Page A2
Want to plan your week or 
month. The I-R has you 
covered. Keep track of 
what’s happening in 
Ellsworth County with our 
weekly calendar. You’ll also 
find the week’s events on-
line at www.indyrepnews.
com

OPINION   Page A4     
Bob Dole is a Kansas icon, 
but he probably couldn’t 
win an election for county 
attorney in today’s charged 
political climate, according 
to columnist Leroy Towns.

FARM/CITY   Page A6
Ellsworth residents cele-
brate the finish of 8th 
Street improvement proj-
ect.

NEWS Pages A8
Commissioners seek new 
emergency management 
director.

SPORTS Pages B1, B2   
Ellsworth, Central Plains 
bring home medals from 
league track meets.

At left, Wilson High School senior Dylan Crawford 
hugs his dad, Tony. 

Below, Wilson High School seniors Garrett 
Thielen, Kamdyn Thrasher and Cooper Weinhold  
chat quietly during the graduation ceremony 
Saturday in the school gym.

Central Plains High School senior Tyler Holmes, center, shares a laugh with his classmates Sunday afternoon 
during the annual Central Plains High School graduation ceremony in Claflin.

Caps off to the Class of 2021

Photos and story by ALAN RUSCH and LORI FARMER

Wilson, Central Plains finish unique senior year
By AlAn Rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

T
he solemn notes of Pomp and 
Circumstance were in the air 
again this weekend in both 

Wilson and Claflin as the Class of 2021 
closed one chapter of their lives and 
began another.

Wilson High School
The 13 members of the Wilson High 

School Class of 2021 received their 
diplomas during a graduation ceremony 
in the school gym Saturday morning. 

Cooper Weinhold, the class valedicto-
rian, likened the journey he and his 
classmates have been on for the past 13 
years to a roller coaster.

“Some of us will go straight into the 

workforce after graduation while others 
will pursue a college degree,” he said.  
“Regardless of the path, we will all con-
tinue to experience the roller coaster of 
life. There will be many successes and 
failures along the way with those 
moments of pure happiness at the top.  
That’s the process.”

After they graduate, the Wilson Class 
of 2021 will all board their own separate 
roller coasters, Weinhold said.

“A few of you will want slower-paced, 
predictable rides,” he said. “Many will 
continue to get on life’s most challeng- 

Spachek receives academic         

recognition from Gov. Kelly

J
onathan Spachek of Ellsworth High School has been recognized by 
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly as a 2021 Kansas Governor’s Scholar.

Typically, students receiving this recognition are invited to an 
    awards program in Topeka. But due to continuing pub-

lic health precautions, the 2021 Governor’s Scholars are 
being recognized via an on-demand virtual program, http://
www.kshsaa.org/Public/Videos/GovernorScholarsVirtual 
Program.mp4. Students also will receive a letter from Gov. 
Kelly and a certificate.

This award recognizes and honors the top academic one 
percent of Kansas high school seniors. Scholars are selected 
from accredited pubic and private Kansas schools.

“These high school seniors have shown dedication in their students and 
a commitment to learning. They’ve earned this honor, and I want to con-
gratulate them on this achievement,” Gov. Kelly said. “We also should rec-
ognize their families, teachers and mentors for helping these outstanding 
students achieve their academic goals.” 

Lawmakers to talk 

about  recent session
T

he public is invited to a legislative 
coffee at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 22, 
at the Ellsworth Steak House.

Speakers will be Sen. Richard Wilborn, 
R-McPherson, and Rep. Steven Johnson, 
R-Assaria. The two will discuss the recent 
2021 session of the Kansas Legislature. A 
question and answer session will follow 
their remarks.

The coffee is sponsored by the Ellsworth 
County Independent-Reporter and the 
Ellsworth County Farm Bureau.

Wilborn, who represents the 35th 
District in the Kansas senate, moved into a 
leadership role this year as the body’s vice 
president. Johnson recently announced he 
plans to seek the job of Kansas treasurer.

Spachek

Wilborn

Johnson

See GRADS, Page A7

Support our local businesses!

See Page A10.

"Surrounded by those who love us, we close the final 

chapter of our childhood. We are not kids playing on 

the playground anymore. We are men and women 

ready to set the world ablaze."
Callie Zink
Class of 2021

www.indyrepnews.com
www.kshsaa.org/public/videos/governorscholars
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FRIDAY, MAY 21
SUMMER’S HERE: Last day of the 2020-21 school 
year for USD 112.

SATURDAY, MAY 22
SESSION REVIEW: Sen. Rick Wilborn, R-McPherson, 
and Rep. Steven Johnson, R-Assaria, are at the 
Ellsworth Steak House at 9 a.m. for a legislative coffee 
following the 2021 session of the Kansas Legislature. 
CELEBRATION: LegionFest offers food, music, games 
and other activities from 10 a.m. to noon in the lot 
adjacent to Ellsworth American Legion building. No 
admission fee; free will donation. Information: Post 
Commander Jason Hicks, (785) 810-8291.
MUSIC: Singer Jake Gill performs from 7 to 8 p.m. on 
the patio of Wilson’s Midland Railroad Hotel.

SUNDAY, MAY 23
CONGRATULATIONS!: Ellsworth seniors graduate at 
2 p.m. in the EJSHS gymnasium. 

MONDAY, MAY 24
COUNTY BUSINESS: Ellsworth County commissioners 
meet at 9 a.m. in the courthouse meeting room. Info: 
(785) 472-4161.
CITY BUSINESS: The Wilson City Council meets at 6 
p.m. at city hall. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
HAVE A GOOD SUMMER: Today is the final day of 
classes for students in the Ellsworth-Kanopolis-
Geneseo School District.

THURSDAY, MAY 27
ELLSWORTH AMERICAN LEGION MEETING: 
Members of the Ellsworth American Legion Post 174 
meet at 7 p.m. at the post home in Ellsworth.
HELP AVAILABLE: A VA representative is available 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the Ellsworth American Legion 
building to answer veteran questions.

FRIDAY, MAY 28
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: The Ellsworth Area Chamber 
of Commerce conducts a ribbon cutting ceremony 
from 9 to 10 a.m. at the new office of Ellsworth 
County Economic Development, 107 W. 2nd St.
MORE BUSINESS NEWS: The Ellsworth Chamber also 
plans a ribbon cutting from 5:30 to 6 p.m. to cele-
brate the opening of Game On, 108 E. 1st St.

SATURDAY, MAY 29
WELCOME HOME: The Wilson Alumni Banquet 
begins at 5 p.m. with a social and meal at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Catholic Parish Center. Ticket deadline is May 22 
and may be purchased for $22 at Wilson State Bank 
and Amy’s Accounting. Or by mail to Kenny Branda, 
PO Box 418, Wilson, Kan. 67490.

MONDAY, MAY 31
COUNTY BUSINESS: Ellsworth County commissioners 
meet at 9 a.m. in the courthouse meeting room. Info: 
(785) 472-4161.
CITY BUSINESS: The Ellsworth City Council meets at 
7 p.m. at city hall.

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
FILING DEADLINE: Noon today is the deadline to file 
for the position of mayor and two open seats on the 
Wilson City Council. Forms are available in the city 
clerk’s office of the Ellsworth County Courthouse or at 
Wilson City Hall. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5
VACCINATION CLINIC: The Ellsworth County Health 
Department, in conjunction with the Ellsworth County 
Medical Center, hosts a COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
from 9 a.m. to noon in the main parking lot at ECMC 
by the clinic. All three vaccinations, Moderna, Pfizer 
and Johnson and Johnson, will be offered to appro-
priate age groups. No appointment is necessary.

Lloyd William Haase
(1927-2020)

Lloyd William Haase, 92, passed away Tuesday, 
Dec. 1, 2020, in Ellsworth, Kan. 

Memorial funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 29, 2021, at the St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, north Ellsworth, with military honors fol-
lowing in the church cemetery.

Suggested memorials are to the St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 
Ellsworth VFW Post 6485, or Ellsworth American 
Legion Post 174, in care of Parsons Funeral Home, 
PO Box 45, Ellsworth, Kan. 67439. 

Condolences can be made at www.parsonsfh.com.

Pauline Rose Masopust
(1926-2021)

Pauline Rose Masopust, 95, passed away Friday, 
May 14, 2021 in Wilson, Kan. She was born March 
5, 1926 in Ellsworth County, Kan. to Frank and 
Matilda (Yindra) Harbacek.

Pauline was a longtime resident of Ellsworth where 
she married Alfred J. Masopust on April 1, 1943. She 
was a member of the Ellsworth VFW Post 6485.

Pauline is survived by two nieces, one nephew, one 
grandniece, two great-grandnephews, and one great-
great-grandnephew. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band, Alfred; five sisters; and three brothers. 

Graveside funeral service is at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19, at Ellsworth Cemetery.

Cards can be sent to Parsons Funeral Home, PO 
Box 45, Ellsworth, Kan. 67439. 

Condolences may be left at www.parsonsfh.com.

Larry Dale Slaight
(1936-2021) 

Larry Dale Slaight, 84, went to be with the Lord 
on May 11, 2021 at Mercy Hospice after an injury 
from a fall. He was born Aug. 5, 1936 in Ellsworth, 
Kan., to Gerald and Helen (Kasper) Slaight.

Larry grew up on a farm near Ellsworth. He gradu-
ated from Ellsworth High School 
then attended Brown Mackie 
Business School, graduating with an 
associate degree. He served in the 
United States Army for six years and 
then worked at Farmland Industries 
for 40 years. He was a devout hus-
band to Connie (Morgan) Slaight, 
married on Jan. 9, 1982.

He was a strong Christian and brought many peo-
ple to the Lord, not only with his verbal testament of 
faith but by his Christ-like actions and love. He was 
a member and Stephen Ministry leader at several 
churches in cities where he lived, including Christ 
Lutheran (Overland Park, Kan.), First Christian 
(Kimberling City, Mo.), and Lutheran Church of 
Hope (Grimes, Iowa). He was also a hospice volun-
teer and an organ donor after life, potentially blessing 
50-70 more people. Everyone he came in contact 
with loved Larry and his smile. 

He was a dedicated father and husband, support-
ing his kids and grandkids in all their activities. He 
also loved to boat and teach many how to water ski 
at Table Rock Lake. He was a fan of the Kansas City 
Chiefs, Kansas City Royals, UNI Panthers, and KU 
Jayhawks. We know he will continue to watch and 
cheer us on from heaven. 

He is survived by his wife, Connie; son, Justin 
(Kim) Slaight of Lorraine, Kan.; stepdaughter, 
Shannon (Tony) Wieland of West Des Moines Iowa; 
son-in-law, Russ Willoughby of Overland Park, Kan.; 
granddaughter, Jordan ( JD) Jones of Kansas City, 
Mo.; grandkids, Kaelyn and Will Wieland of West 
Des Moines, Iowa; sisters, Lola (Wally) Fair and Lois 
Shaw of Salina, Kan.; mother-in-law, Alyce Morgan 
of Shelby, Neb.; in-laws, Gloria Perry, Peg and Drew 
Hopwood, Mike and Kris Morgan, and Pat and 
LuAnn Morgan, plus many nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his parents; daughter, 
Terry Willoughby; brothers-in-law Chet Shaw and 
Rick Perry, and father-in-law Bill Morgan.

Services will be held Friday, May 28. Burial will be 
at Iowa Veterans Cemetery at 9:30 a.m. with a 
Celebration of Life at Lutheran Church of Hope in 
West Des Moines at 11 a.m., followed by a visitation 
at 12 p.m. The service will be livestreamed at 
https://hopeonline.tv/special events.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be 
given in his name to Mercy Hospice, Iowa Donor 
Network and Lutheran Church of Hope - Grimes. 
Donations can be sent to the family of Larry Slaight, 
10270 Coventry Circle, Johnston, Iowa, 50131.

216 Hwy 156 • Ellsworth, KS
785-472-4800

Bulk Fuel Delivery

Transport Fuel Service

New & Used Tire Sales

Tire Repair - Auto & Truck

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Mr. Slaight

Note our new email!

Ellsworth

news@indyrepnews.com

Marquette

news@marquettetrib.com
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Ads remain at eciads@yahoo.com

Both indy@eaglecom.net and

marquette@eaglecom.net will

be discontinued

Need to change the address 

on your subscription? 

Call (785) 472-5085 or e-mail 

news@indyrepnews.com

Pick up your copy of the

Ellsworth vendors: Ampride, Casey’s, Gene’s, Kwik Shop, 

Dollar General. Racks: ECMC, Steakhouse, Paden’s, CSB, 

Coach & 4, IR offi ce.  Kanopolis: Orozco’s, Corner Mart. 

Wilson: Wilson Foods, Stop 2 Shop. Lorraine: Rack on Main 

Street. Holyrood: Rack by H&B. Bushton: T-Bird Center.

I/R
Only $1.25 at a location near you!

www.parsonsfh.com
www.parsonsfh.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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Standards Link: Follow simple 
written directions.

Wad up a newspaper 
page and wrap it with 
tape to make a ball. 

Roll up several pages 
into a long roll and 
wrap with tape. Use 
the newspaper “bat” 
to hit the newspaper 

“baseball.”

Newspaper 
BaseballLook outside for some sticks about two feet 

(60 cm) or longer. Paint the sticks different 
colors. Toss the sticks into a pile and then try 
to pick them up one at a time. If you play 
with another person, you each have to pick 
up sticks without moving any stick except 
the one you are picking up. A player loses 
their turn if they cause another stick to 
move. Give each color stick a different 
number of points. See who can pick up 
sticks that add up to the most points.

Draw a line from each stick on the left to 
its exact twin in the pile on the right. 

NOTE: Each stick can appear more than once.

Skip the unhealthy sweets and try a piñata that can 
cool you down on a hot day!

Just pop (cross out) every other water balloon 
below to reveal the answer.

1.

2.

3.

String a bunch of water balloons in the yard between 
two trees. The water balloons are your piñata!

Take turns with a friend or brother or sister or cousin— 
someone you like to be with and swing a plastic bat or 
a large stick at the piñata. A wrapping paper tube 
would work as well.

EXTRA CHALLENGE: Blindfold the hitter!

Water Balloon Piñata

Animal Charades

Make and Play

Giant Pick-Up Sticks

This is a great game for two or more. One person says the name of the 
animal and the other person starts moving around and making sounds 
like that animal. When the laughter starts to slow down, the person 
            acting as an animal gets to yell 
               out an animal name for the 
                 other person to imitate.

Summer is the time to get outside and get moving!

Draw a line 
from each 

child to the 
animal 

they are 
imitating.

Super Sponge Splash Zone

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

Win or lose, everyone winds up soaked in this game for three or more players.

bucket several sponges water

One person holds an empty bucket and stands 
about 10 feet apart from the other players. 

1.

Players toss water-soaked sponges towards the 
player holding the bucket.

2.

If the player with the bucket catches one of the 
sponges in the bucket, the person who tossed that 
sponge becomes the bucket holder.

3.

ANSWER: A grape on vacation!

How many 
sunglasses 

can you find 
on this page?

Draw the thing that should come next to continue the pattern in each row.

© 2021 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 37, No. 25

Standards Link: Math: Calculate sums up to 1,000.

Exercise Your Brain
Look through the newspaper for five numbers 
that add up to exactly 100. Then look for five 
numbers that add up to exactly 1,000. Have a 
friend or family member try, too.

Cutest Animal in 
the World

Which animal do you think 
is the cutest animal in the 

world? Why? Write a 
paragraph to convince other 

children of your opinion.

The verb imitate means 
to copy exactly or mimic.

IMITATE

Try to use the word imitate 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Sebastian could imitate 
his father’s voice.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Children are born curious.
From their earliest days, sensory exploration 
brings delight and wonder. New discoveries 
expand their minds.  When they unlock the 
joy of reading, their world widens further. 

Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery 
for elementary school children by providing 

interactive, engaging and relevant 
age-appropriate materials designed to 
awaken the magic of reading at school, 

at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy 
non-profit, visit kidscoopnews.org

Summertime is a great time to get 
some exercise while also having fun 

with family and friends. Try these 
outdoor games this summer.

Crank up your favorite music and 
dance while holding a plastic bowl 

filled with water over your head. Can 
you dance through the whole song 

without getting soaked?

Water Balance Dance

Start an egg timer at 5 minutes. The 
person who is “it” has a flashlight but 
must close their eyes and count to 30 
while everyone hides. While standing 
in place (base), the person who is “it” 

must try to spotlight those hiding. 
And those hiding must make it back to 

base before the egg timer dings.

Flashlight Tag

Make a clothesline between two trees 
with a rope. Hang a plastic tarp over 

the rope so that each team of 3 or 
more players can’t see the team on 

the other side of the tarp. Each player 
has a bucket of water and some 

sponges. Three, two, one … GO! 
Every player starts tossing sponges 

over the net towards the other team, 
while the other team does the same. 
First side to have no sponges left on 

their side of the “net” wins one point. 
Repeat. Which team can earn 10 

points first? Still dry? How about 20?

Sponge Volleyball

Proudly sponsored by:

and

Refreshed

and

Redeemed

Church

Refreshed and Redeemed Church
Mary Somrak, pastor – Ellsworth

Lang Memorial Library
Wilson, Kansas

785-658-3648

www.kidscoopnews.org
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Bob Dole and leadership

The Desperate Life

Return for a moment 
to those halcyon politi-
cal years when 
Republicans actually 
had a philosophy and 
when Kansas actually 
had a U.S. Senator who 
was concerned about — 
and worked for — 
Kansas people.

It was a time when a 
Republican U.S. Senator 
counted Black citizens as 
friends and worked to 
expand their rights.

Former U.S. Sen. Bob 
Dole of Kansas is a wide-
ly respected elder states-
man. He is beloved by 
Republicans. Yet, Dole 
today could not be elect-
ed to any office in 
Kansas, even county 
attorney in his home-
town of Russell.

His career is a tale of 
just how far Republicans 
have moved to the radical 
right and how dark the 
GOP has become.

Take civil rights. 
Building on Donald 
Trump’s Big Lie that the 
2020 presidential elec-
tion was stolen (it 

wasn’t), Republicans in at 
least 47 states have intro-
duced nearly 400 bills 
that suppress the ability 
of Americans — espe-
cially minority voters — 
to cast ballots.

In Kansas, the 
Legislature passed elec-
tion bills viewed as sup-
pressing voter rights after 
overriding a veto by Gov. 
Laura Kelly.

Given Dole’s storied 
career, his friendship and 
association with Leroy 
Tombs of Bonner 
Springs is often over-
looked. Tombs was a 
prominent Wyandotte 
County businessman and 
Black civic leader. He 
also was a Republican 
ally of Senator Dole. 
When Tombs died in 
2006, Dole said: “Leroy 
was a longtime friend 
and supporter of mine. I 

can’t recall ever seeing 
Leroy when he was not 
smiling with a twinkle in 
his eye. We’ve lost a good 
man.”

Tombs was a regular at 
GOP Kansas Day activi-
ties where I became 
acquainted with him. On 
more than one occasion, 
Topeka’s Ramada Inn 
would confuse our last 
names and book us into 
the same room. While 
we waited for it to be 
sorted out, we would talk 
politics. He was effusive 
about Republicans and 
downright passionate 
about Dole.

In 2004, Tombs was 
interviewed for an oral 
history by the Dole 
Institute of Politics at 
the University of Kansas. 
He recalled the begin-
nings of his friendship 
with Dole:

“When I first met him, 
(he was) just bright eyed 
and (there) wasn’t much 
difference between our 
ages. I was fascinated 
with Bob Dole. When I 
heard him say let’s be 

more inclusive, let’s open 
up the base, broaden the 
base, those are the kind 
of things I liked.”

The association 
between Tombs and Dole 
caught the eye of nation-
al civil rights leaders 
hoping to pass a voting 
rights bill.

“So, the Black Caucus 
asked me if I would talk 
to Bob Dole about that,” 
said Tombs.

He asked Dole for his 
support. The senator’s 
response, perhaps 
astounding at the time, 
would be unthinkable 
from a Republican today.

“Bob took a look at the 
voters’ rights bill and 
said, ‘Leroy, I don’t know 
how you feel about it, 
but I’m embarrassed that 
you would need a voters’ 
rights bill. I am going to 
write one. ...’  The Black 
Caucus had one I think 
for five or 10 years. Bob 
wrote one for the maxi-
mum, 25 years.”

Dole supported both 

In May of 1868 the 
Kansas Pacific Railway 
had yet to reach the bor-
der with Colorado. The 
frontier towns of 
Ellsworth and Hays City 
drew rough crowds of 
men and women with lit-
tle regard for law and 
order. 

The Junction City 
Weekly Union printed a 
Hays City eyewitness 
account that noted that, 
“shooting at each other is 
the standard amusement 
of the lively population, 
four persons having been 
shot in a single week, 
recently; might is right, 
and the revolver is the 
court of first and last 
appeal.”  

All was quiet in Kansas 
with the plains tribes due 
to the Medicine Lodge 
Peace Treaty the previ-
ous fall of 1867. Even so, 
residents of Hays City 
and Ellsworth were call-
ing for Gov. Crawford to 
raise an Indian fighting 
militia to support the 
limited force of soldiers 
at frontier military posts. 

In the midst of the 

wild atmosphere in the 
towns and camps on the 
Kansas frontier, citizens 
were regularly troubled 
by horse thieves. Gangs 
of thieves were known to 
inhabit the isolated 
unsettled regions where 
they could operate to a 
great extent beyond the 
law. 

The editor of the Hays 
City Railway Advance 
noted that the country 
was “infested by a band 
of renegade white men 
and Indians, who plun-
der and murder all who 
are unfortunate enough 
to fall into their clutches.” 

There are many 
accounts relating to the 
theft of horses. The May 
20, 1868,  Lawrence 
Daily Kansas Tribune 
chronicled an interesting 
story in their “State 
News” column. 

The story began with a 

report of the theft of 
“two valuable horses” 
owned by Mr. John E. 
Green, a few miles west 
of Salina, Kansas, on 
May 6, 1868. The thieves 
stopped to help them-
selves to some food in 
the kitchen before taking 
the horses that had been 
left tied to a stand near 
the house. 

Two more horses were 
stolen from Evander 
Light the next night. 
Light lived five miles 
west of Salina where he 
maintained, among his 
many business ventures, 
a timber business cutting 
ties from stands of tim-
ber for railroad construc-
tion.

Constable E. H. Eames 
had received intelligence 
that the thieves were 
traveling north toward 
Ottawa County the fol-
lowing week. On 
Thursday, May 14,  he 
set out in that direction 
raising a posse from the 
settlers as he went. 

Early the morning of 
the 15th the posse 
caught up to Charles 

Smith in Lincoln County. 
Smith claimed to be out 
hunting buffalo. 
Unfortunately for Smith, 
the bay horse he was rid-
ing was one of those sto-
len the week before. 
Smith was released but 
the horse was taken by 
the constable and his 
posse. 

Continuing the pursuit 
two riders were spotted 
and identified as James 
King and Charles 
Demorest. Having a head 
start on the posse the 
outlaws gave the posse a 
lively 15-mile chase. King 
and Demorest, known as 
notorious horse thieves, 
had the advantage with 
fresh horses. The posse 
exchanged shots with the 
outlaws, but having cov-
ered many miles that 
morning the posse’s hors-
es soon fell behind. 

The shots were over-
heard by a passing band 
of Arapahos led by 
Greywolf, who main-
tained friendly relations 
on the frontier. They 

Linda Mowery-Denning            

Editor/Publisher

Leroy 
Towns

Others Say

‘Cowboy’ 
Jim Gray
The Way 

West

See GRAY, Page A5

See DOLE, Page A5National Poppy Day is May 28
“In Flander’s Field Poppies Grow”
May 28 is National Poppy Day. Many people do not 

know why The American Legion Auxillary hands out 
poppies. It traces back to 1918 in memory of the lives 
lost in World War I. After the battles were fought in 
the war, the red poppy flourished in France and 
Belgium where battlefields became burial grounds. The 
red flowers suddenly bloomed among the graves of 
fallen service members.

Surviving soldiers came to see the poppy as a symbol 
of their sacrifice.

We still want to pay tribute to all who served in our 
military and especially those who fought and died for 
our freedom. That is why Saturday, May 29, the 
American Legion Auxillary and their helpers will put 
out poppy cans and distribute poppies around town in 
exchange for donations in honor of our fallen service 
members and US Veterans. All donations go directly 
to help veterans.

Thank you,
Jessie Kralik, Chaplain
American Legion Auxillary 

Protect Title 9 from unfair competition   
Dear Editor
What is wrong with the lawmakers of Kansas? 
First, the governor mandates a law which allows a 

male who thinks he is a female to compete in athletic 
events with the female athletes.  

Then the Kansas legislature voted to overturn the 
law and the Governor vetoed it, but the Kansas legisla-
ture failed to override her veto. 

Imagine a seven-foot male in a basketball game with 
a 5-foot female. Or, a 250-pound male discus thrower 
throwing against a 130-pound female thrower. 

Remember Title Nine which allowed females to 
compete? This trans-gender ‘thing’ will make shambles 
of that law. Even Ms. Jenner said the law is unfair.

Bruce Siemsen
Holyrood

From our Readers

Wilson in search of 

police chief; goats 

also on city agenda

By AlAn Rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

W
ILSON — The Wilson City Council 
accepted the resignation of Police Chief 
Josh Tipton Monday, after returning from a 

10-minute executive session to discuss non-elected 
personnel with city attorney Theresa Staudinger.

Tipton’s tenure as police chief will end May 31.
“We will be looking at possibly using Officer Tipton 

on a part-time basis,” said Mayor Mike Peschka. “We 
haven’t quite got the details worked out, but we might 
be looking at that.” 

Peschka told Tipton he appreciated his service to the 
City of Wilson.

“I hate to see you leave,” Peschka said. “I know you 
are moving on to bigger and better things and I fully 
support that.”

Tipton and his family intend to remain in Wilson 
and be involved in the community.

“It was a tough decision, but I’m jut thankful for the 
opportunities,” Tipton said. “But as the mayor men-
tioned, I will continue to serve in other ways within 
the community and if there is anything I can do to 
help the city or the police department, please do not 
hesitate to let me know.”

In other business:
• The council requested a more detailed proposal of 

council member David Criswell’s plans after he 
requested the council provide a waiver for an animal 
permit.

His plans call for the purchase of two Nigerian 
goats, which are half the size of regular goats and pro-
vide milk. He plans to breed them for resale.

Criswell expects to keep the goats on property he 
owns across the street south of Wilson Foods. The 
property extends further to the west and south. 
Criswell said he plans on having the goats at the far 
west end of the property to start with, not directly 
across from Wilson Foods.

“I think it will bring tourists to town,” Criswell said. 
“That is definitely my intention.”

He noted the business will not be like a feedlot, but 

See WILSON, Page A7
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EARLY DEADLINES
For the Memorial Day Holiday

are as follows:

News: Wednesday, May 26th - Noon

Ads: Wednesday, May 26th - Noon

We will be closed Monday,
May 31st, for Memorial Day.
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Continued from Page A4

approached just as the posse had given up the chase. 
When informed of the situation, three of the 
Arapahos started after the thieves. 

The Salina Herald reported that the Indians rode 
good horses, and “it is supposed they caught up with 
and killed the thieves” as there was no further commu-
nication with the Arapahos. The thefts in Ellsworth, 
Lincoln, Ottawa, and Saline counties were well orga-
nized, suggesting that a syndicate of thieves were oper-
ating in the area. The editor of the Herald called for 
the organization of a vigilance committee to deal with 
the thieves. 

As for the fate of King and Demorest, we learned 
that they apparently survived the Arapahos. In 
September James King was sentenced to four years in 
the penitentiary for grand larceny and another year for 
“breaking jail and escape.” King was raised at Emporia 
and had been in trouble since he stole a pony “as a 
mere youth.” 

James King may have thought he was down on his 
luck at the time. Hopefully, he learned his lesson while 
being stowed away behind bars. The vigilante justice 
that the editor of the Herald called for became the 
standard remedy to the loss of horses across the state 
of Kansas. The desperate life of stealing horses very 
often led to a short life. Many of King’s saddle pals lit-
erally came to the end of their rope following their 
chosen profession on The Way West. 

“The Cowboy,” Jim Gray is author of the book Desperate 
Seed: Ellsworth Kansas on the Violent Frontier, Ellsworth, KS. 
Contact Kansas Cowboy, 220 21st Road, Geneseo, Kan. 
Phone: (785) 531-2058 or kansascowboy@kans.com.

Gray

U.S. Sen. Bob Dole at a meeting with the Council of 100 and the National Black Republican Council 
in 1995. (Robert and Elizabeth Dole Archive and Special Collections, Dole Institute of Politics) 

Dole
Continued from Page A4

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

“Although many of his constit-
uents were vehemently opposed 
to both of those bills, Dole con-
siders them to be two of the most 
important votes of his political 
career,” according to the Dole 
Institute.

Dole also co-sponsored the 
Voting Rights Act extension of 
1982, which provided a 25-year 
renewal of the original legislation 
and strengthened prohibitions 
against voting discrimination 
based on race.

In his presidential campaign, 
Dole emphasized his civil rights 
record that included the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. 
But in 1996, Republicans were 
mostly uninterested in civil rights, 
a disinterest that has evolved 
today into downright hostility.

In fact, the defining test of 
being a Republican today is loyal-
ty to Trump’s election lie and a 
pledge to curtail voting rights of 
minority Americans.

As CNN recently put it, the 
“GOP of Cheney, Bush and 
Romney feels like ancient history.”

Leroy Tombs, whose 
Republican senator once told 
him, “I’m embarrassed that you 
would need a voters’ rights bill,” 
no doubt would agree.

Through its opinion section, 
the Kansas Reflector works to 
amplify the voices of people who 

are affected by public policies or 
excluded from public debate. Find 
information, including how to 
submit your own commentary.

Leroy Towns worked as a reporter 
for the Topeka Capital-Journal and 
the Kansas Harris Newspapers. He 
served as press secretary to Kansas 
Governor Robert Bennett and as 
chief of staff for U.S. Sen. Pat 
Roberts. He is a professor of the 
practice emeritus at the University of 
North Carolina in Chapel Hill, 
where he taught political reporting 
and political communication. A 
graduate of Kansas State University 
and the George Washington 
University, he is retired and splits his 
time between Manhattan, Kansas, 
and Florida.

By AlAn Rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

The automated metering infrastructure installa-
tion project planned by the City of Ellsworth is 
a go.

At the May 11 meeting of the Ellsworth City 
Council, authorization was given to an expenditure of 
$92,000 to Suez for the project, which reads water 
usage and is more user friendly to city employees, 
when funds from the American Rescue Plan are 
received from the federal government. 

Rusty Varnado, city administrator, said Ellsworth 
expects to receive $414,000 under the plan. That 
expenditure will be part of that. Varnado said Suez 
will do the installation, not city employees as originally 
planned.

In other business:
• The council adopted Resolution 21-0311, issuing 

2021 general obligation bonds to pay off 2019 temp 
note for city infrastructure projects. The total is 
$3,280,000.

• Jon Halbgewachs of Kirkham Michael & 
Associates reviewed several project updates with the 
council, including the Eighth Street project. He noted 
a ribbon cutting is scheduled for May 14. 

Other projects include the neighborhood multi use 
path. He said Kirkham Michael is working on right-of-
way and temporary construction easement acquisition. 
Plans were sent to utility companies on April 7. He 
anticipates the Kansas Department of Transportation 
will bid the project in this fall.

• Carol Kratzer and her husband, John, introduced 
Keren, the Immanuel Lutheran Church’s comfort dog, 
to the council. Keren is a two-year-old Golden 
Retriever. She is the first of her kind in Kansas and 
one of just 130 dogs in the nation. While the Kratzers 
are Keren’s primary care givers, she has a total of nine 
handlers. A secondary care giver takes Keren on the 
weekends.

• Approval was given to a request by Brent Herlan 
to have a fireworks stand at 512 Webb Street.

The next meeting of the Ellsworth City Council will 
be at 5:30 p.m. Monday, May 24, at city hall.

Meter reader on 

city’s purchase list

Zvolanek is new member             

of Kanopolis City Council
speciAl to the i-R

KANOPOLIS — James 
Zvolanek was sworn in as 
the newest member of the 

Kanopolis City Council May 11, 
during the monthly meeting at 
Kanopolis City Hall. 

Zvolanek succeeds Pat Perez, who 
resigned.

In other business:
• City clerk Debbie Kralik said 

she has not received any updates 
from engineer Thaniel Monaco of 
BG Consultants on the water proj-
ect. She did receive three invoices 
for the preliminary design phase.  

• City employee Mike Bunch 
received a letter from Doug 
Guenther of the Kansas Rural 
Water Association, stating the new 
water well system is overly compli-
cated. He also thinks the new sys-
tem will fail again and the compo-

nents used will be expensive to 
replace. He also doesn’t think the 
new system will pass Division of 
Water Resources inspection. Mayor 
Anthony Hopkins asked Kralik to 
e-mail the letter to Monaco for 
review. 

• Kralik said she received a phone 
call regarding the property at 220 
N. Colorado. She was told the prop-
erty owners were starting to work 
on the property but got a flat tire on 
their truck. Then their mower broke 
down and parts had to be ordered. 
Council members Tom Wilkinson 
and Jim Zvolanek said that all the 
property owners did was move a few 
items, but no progress was really 
made.

• Kralik said Kanopolis Police 
Chief Jeff Weigel gave her two more 
letters to mail to Bill Weaver and 
Peter Eck.

• Hopkins asked about the prop-

erty at N. Iowa. Kralik said the let-
ter mailed last year was returned 
unclaimed. Hopkins would like 
Chief Weigel to hand deliver a letter 
to the owner.

• After a 10-minute executive ses-
sion to discuss non-elected person-
nel (annual pay raises), three extra 
vacation days were approved for 
Mike Bunch and Debbie Kralik. 
Aaron Burwell was given a $400 
bonus in lieu of a financial increase 
and Jess Oplinger was raised to $14 
per hour.  

• Kralik said she has not received 
updated insurance quotes. Hopkins 
said a special meeting will be sched-
uled to approve payment when they 
are received.

• Sam Paull will start platting at 
the city cemetery at a cost of $300 
per block. Hopkins would like to 
meet with Paull and Bunch to dis-
cuss the project.                       

www.indyrepnews.com
www.gpcu.org


 

-R
I Farm & CityA6

Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter • Thursday, May 20, 2021

IN BRIEF

ON THE FARM AND IN THE CITY

Grain prices mixed for the week
Prices paid for grain at the Ellsworth Co-op at the 

end of the business day, Monday, May 17, were:
Wheat, bu. — $6.22, down 52 cents from May 10.
Milo, bu. — $6.43, down 59 cents. 
Soybeans, bu. — $15.13, up 20 cents.
Corn, bu.  — $6.33, down 99 cents.
The co-op has locations in Ellsworth, Black Wolf,          

Farhman, Hitschmann, Holyrood and Kanopolis

Wilson discusses police chief job
The police chief ’s job was the focus of a May 12 

brief special meeting of the Wilson City Council. 
After the meeting was called to order, the council 
went into a 20 minute executive session to discuss 
non-elected personnel. City attorney Theresa 
Staudinger attended the executive session along with 
the council and Mayor Mike Peschka. No action was 
taken upon return to open session, however. Police 
Chief Joshua Tipton made no comment.

Ellsworth set annual appointments
At the May 11 Ellsworth City Council meeting, 

Mayor Mark Kennedy made the following appoint-
ments for 2021: 

• Brittany Rohr, city clerk;
• Angela Mueller, city treasurer; 
• Patrick Hoffman, city attorney; 
• Melissa Miller, assistant city attorney; 
• The Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter, city 

newspaper; 
• Citizens State Bank and Trust Company, Inc., city 

depository; 
• Peggy Svaty, municipal judge; 
• Emil Halfhill, police chief.

Wilson Sons to have flag ceremony
The Wilson Sons of the American Legion 

Squadron 262 will conduct a ceremony to dispose of 
unserviceable flags at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, June 12, at 
American Legion Park in Wilson. The public is invit-
ed to attend.

Ceremonies such as this are conducted regularly by 
various veterans organizations to solemnly dispose of 
American flags in a dignified and respectful manner 
after the flags have become tattered or worn.

After the ceremony, a dinner for a free-will dona-
tion will be served at the Msgr. John F. McManus 
American Legion Post 262 in Wilson. 

Ellsworth and Kanopolis will be 
having city wide garage sales on 
Saturday, June 5th.
The Ellsworth County I/R will have a 
full page ad on June 3 with Ellsworth 
map and listing of the sales.
Kanopolis maps will be
available in Kanopolis.
Here’s how it works:

To get your sale l isted on the map - $15.00

To get your sale l isted and have a brief 15 word

description of your i tems - $25.00

Please mail or drop off the form below in our drop box

with your check to participate.

This form will also be available on our

website and facebook page.

Ellsworth/Kanopolis City Wide Garage Sales

Name:________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________
Phone:________________________________________________________
Description of items (if paying $25):______________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5085 • www.indyrepnews.com

If you need signs, cal l  the

El lswor th Area Chamber of Commerce

at 785-472-4071

THE DEADLINE TO PARTICIPATE IS FRIDAY, MAY 28, AT NOON.

THERE WILL BE ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE!

Ellsworth/Kanopolis
City Wide Garage Sales

* Garage sale ads always welcome in the I-R Classifi eds!

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R
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NEWSPAPERS

IN EDUCATION

Thank You!
A huge thank you to our 2021 Newspaper In Education sponsors.  

With their help, the Ellsworth County I/R
distributes more than 180 newspapers each week to Ellsworth 

County schools at no cost to the districts.

If you see these sponsors, make sure to thank them for their 
generous contribution to the education of our

Ellsworth County students.

If you would like to be a sponsor of our Newspapers In Education program – 

as well as Kid Scoop, please call us at 785-472-5085.

217 N. Douglas • 472-3163
Wilson • 800-432-7607 209 N. Douglas • Ellsworth • 472-3131

CITY OF

KANOPOLIS
Kanopolis • 785-472-4278

Rep. Stephen Johnson

P. Burmeister

ELLSWORTH

KIWANIS

GREEN GARDEN ANGUS
1356 Ave M • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3752

Ellsworth, KS

785-472-4455

Wilson, KS

(785) 658-2284(((7
Midland
RAILROAD - HOTEL

EST • 1899

USDs 327 and 112

Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3111

Ellsworth, Ks.
785-472-4392

W
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 Ag Aviation

Central Kansas Dentistry, P.A.
Kurt A. Williams, D.D.S.

Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3803
Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5390

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Ellsworth • (785) 472-4496

Slechta Enterprises, Inc.
Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5179

Lang Memorial Library
Wilson, Kansas • 785-658-3648

Refreshed and
Redeemed Church

Mary Somrak, pastor – Ellsworth

Refreshed

and

Redeemed

Church

ALAN RUSCH/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter

From left, Rusty Varnado, Ellsworth City administrator; Mayor Mark Kennedy, and Lindsey Douglas, 
Kansas Department of Transportation deputy secretary, cut a ribbon Friday afternoon marking the 
completion of the Eighth Street resurfacing project.

Officials celebrate completion  
of Ellsworth’s 8th Street project

By AlAn Rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

Cloudy skies didn’t dampen 
the festive mood Friday, as 
officials from the City of 

Ellsworth, Kirkham Michael & 
Associates and the Kansas 
Department of Transportation 
and Great Plains Manufacturing 
celebrated the rededication of 
Eighth Street in Ellsworth after a 
lengthy resurfacing project. 

“I really think this is truly a 
really exciting time here in 
Ellsworth, just with the amount of 
projects, the volume of projects, 
the size of those projects and what 
that’s going to do for our commu-
nity,” said Mayor Mark Kennedy. 

Kennedy said the $963,000 
project couldn’t have been a viable 
project for the community with-
out KDOT and the cost share 
program.

“They (the cost share programs 

which KDOT offers) are a great 
opportunity for Ellsworth and 
other communities our size to 
help with our infrastructure, to 
improve the current things we 
already have,” he added. 

The KDOT cost share program 
is reimbursing the city $608,932 
of the construction cost.

Kennedy thanked all those busi-
nesses that collectively helped this 

See STREET, Page A8

www.indyrepnews.com
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Anniversary

Lunches for people age 60 or older are a suggest-
ed donation of $3.50 and under 60 are $5.25. 
Reservations may be made by calling by 2 p.m. the 
day before the meal. Call Ellsworth at (785) 472-
5185. Beverage includes milk.

MONDAY — Roast turkey, mashed potatoes/
gravy, green beans/onion, spiced apples, roll and 
beverage.

TUESDAY — Chicken-fried steak, mashed pota-
toes/gravy, peas, cinnamon apple, roll and beverage.

WEDNESDAY — Swedish meatballs/sauce, 
buttered noodles, carrots, tossed salad, mixed fruit, 
roll and beverage.

THURSDAY — Sweet/sour pork, steamed rice, 
oriental vegetables, tossed salad, mandarin oranges, 
roll, oatmeal cookie and beverage.

FRIDAY — Salisbury steak, buttered egg noo-
dles, mashed potatoes, tossed salad, peaches, roll 
and beverage.

WILSON and HOLYROOD
Lunches for people age 60 or older are a suggest-

ed donation of $3.50 and under 60 are $5.25. The 
center offers free rolls and coffee at 9 a.m. on 
Fridays. Call the Wilson Senior Center at  (785) 
658-2388, or Holyrood at (785) 252-3640. 
Beverage includes milk.

MONDAY — Spaghetti/meat sauce, corn, garlic 
bread, tossed salad, peach pudding and beverage.

TUESDAY — Taco salad, salsa/chips, grapes 
and beverage.

WEDNESDAY — Tator tot casserole, mixed 
vegetables, roll, fruit cobbler and beverage.

THURSDAY — Liver/onions, mashed potatoes, 
corn, roll, fruit and beverage.

FRIDAY — Roast beef, potatoes/carrots, roll, 
pie and beverage.

SENIOR MENUS

May 24-28

ELLSWORTH

April showers bring May 
flowers! Everything looks 
so green and pretty with 

all of the flowers. But here at the 
library we are too busy to stop and 
smell those flowers as we are get-
ting ready for summer!  

We are going to have our sum-
mer events in person and we are 
looking forward to it! Starting the 
week of June 14 Story Hour will 
be from 10:30-11 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Kids from the age of 
3 to going into kindergarten are 
welcome to come.  

Games and activities will be 
Tuesday mornings. Kids 1st 
grade–3rd grade will be from 
10-10:45 a.m. and the 4th–6th 
grade will be from 11–11:45 a.m. 
There will be a book club on 
Tuesday afternoons from 1–1:45 
p.m. for kids 3rd–6th grade. 

You can sign up for any of these 
activities by going to our website 
ellsworthlib.org,  our Facebook 
page or giving us a call at (785) 
472-3969 and we will help you 
out.  

Free tutoring is again available 
this summer for reading and math. 
You can sign up for it as well by 
going to our website or Facebook 
page. These will be one-on-one 
sessions and be held Mondays and 
Thursdays.  

If you ever have any questions 
on any of the activities, please feel 
free to give us a call as we would 
be glad to answer any of your 
questions. 

Oh, can’t forget Wednesday 
afternoons we will be showing 
movies again at 1 p.m. Tell the 
kids to bring a blanket or pillow if 

they would like as they lay on the 
floor to watch. We will provide 
the popcorn and a break to get a 
drink. This is always a fun event 
and something good to do on a 
hot afternoon!

The Knitting & Crocheting 
Group will be meeting again from 
6-7 p.m. June 7. We are meeting 
the first Monday of the month 
through the summer and then 
reevaluate from there. Come let us 
help you get started with your 
Christmas gifts! Might as well 
start planning now — it will be 
here before you know it.  

Tai Chi is going well. If you have 
an interest but missed it this time, 
give us a call and we will put your 
name down for when we do it 
again. We will start a new class in 
the near future.

We don’t want to forget that we 
always have new books for you to 
enjoy such as ... “The Cold 
Millions” by Jess Walter; “The 
Paris Library” by Janet Skeslien 
Charles; “The Push” by Ashley 
Audrain; “The Sum of Us” by 
Heather Mcghee; “Fast Ice” by 
Clive Cussler; and “Ancient 
Remedies” by Dr. Josh Axe.

In large print we have “In a 
Book Club Far Away” by Tif 
Marcelo; “Mimi Lee Gets a Clue” 
by Jennifer J. Chow; and “Dead 

Wrong” by Vannetta Chapman.  
There is so much more so please 
come in and look for yourself.  

Ok, that is about all I have to 
tell you this month. I’m sure I’m 
missing something so make sure 
to stop in and see for yourself or 
just stop to say hi — you're as 
welcome as the flowers in May!  

Happy Reading!

Colleen Sippel is the director of 
the J.H. Robbins Memorial 
Library. She can be reached at 
(785) 472-3969 or 219 N. 
Lincoln, Ellsworth, Kan. 67439.

Steve and Melody 
Magette will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anni-
versary May 22.

Steve and Melody were 
married May 22, 1971 in 
Peabody, Kan.

To help them celebrate, 
cards may be sent to 101 
St. Clair Dr., Ellsworth, 
Kan. 67439.

J.H. Robbins Memorial  Library
News from cover to cover

Colleen
Sippel

Cover 

to Cover

Steve and Melody 
Magette

Card shower for Magette's 

50th anniversary
Library summer scheduLe

• Story Hour. 10:30-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays beginning 
June 14. Ages 3 to going 
into Kindergarten.

• Games and activities. 
1st-3rd grade 10-10:45 a.m. 
and 4th-6th grade 11-11:45 
a.m. Tuesdays.

• Book Club. 1-1:45 p.m. 
Tuesdays for 3rd-6th grade.

• Free tutoring. Mondays 
and Thursdays.

• Movies. 1 p.m. 
Wednesdays. Bring blanket 
or pillow. Free popcorn.

• Knitting & Crocheting. 6-7 
p.m. first Monday of the 
month beginning June 7.

Call (785) 472-3969 for more 
information or to sign up.

Choose Seitz!

206 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS

785-472-3212

“You have a CHOICE!”
When you choose Seitz

• You choose great customer service
• You choose service after the sale

• You choose professionalism

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Grads
Continued from Page A1

ing rides seeking higher, intense 
thrills.  

“Class of 2021, as we enter this 
new chapter in our lives, my wish 
for all of you is to buckle up, 
throw your arms in the air, and 
enjoy the ride.”

Wilson High School social stud-
ies teacher, Debbie Gould, reflect-
ed on the past year and pandemic 
and other events that defined it. 

“It truly was one like no other,” 
she said. “Our school and regretta-
bly this class of seniors did not 
have a normal or traditional year.”

Gould said the year 2020 start-
ed with a new school principal, 
Adam Niedens.

“He was our third principal at 
Wilson in just four years,” she 
said. “Many of us were very uneasy 
starting school with a rookie 
administrator during a once-in-
100-years pandemic.  Fortunately, 
Mr. Niedens quickly put our wor-
ries to rest as he settled in nicely 

to our K-12 building. Sadly, Adam 
will be leaving us for a new job in 
Great Bend.  We wish him and his 
family the best of luck. His leader-
ship and support will be deeply 
missed. Thanks for all your hard 
work and dedication this year.”

Gould said in August, the 
Wilson Class of 2021, along with 
the rest of the students, teachers, 
staff and administrators, learned 
to wear face masks and social dis-
tance while following new cleaning 
protocols. 

“All of us grew very weary of 
saying ‘where’s your mask?’ ‘cover 
your nose,’ ‘don’t forget to use 
hand sanitizer, etc. To say this was 
both challenging and uncomfort-
able would be an understatement. 
Throw in the shortages we all 
faced with sanitizers, toilet paper, 
and even meat and ketchup, and 
you have the recipe for a real 
disaster. Or so we thought. During 
the fall and winter many of our 
students, seniors, and even myself 
had to be quarantined not once 

but several times. Students and 
staff at home had to rely on 
remote learning.  Anyone care to 
Zoom?” 

Then, in the fall of 2020, the 
United States experienced a divi-
sive and controversial presidential 
election. 

“Three of our seniors were eligi-
ble to vote for the very first time 
and we looked forward to watch-
ing debates and discussing current 
issues."

She noted, however, than in 
spite of everything that went 
wrong during 2020 and 2021, a 
few things actually did go right.

“Our school district was able to 
offer in-class learning all year long 
despite coronavirus,” she said. 
“Second, parents did send their 
children back to school and our 13 
seniors were able to complete their 
courses of study and now gradu-
ate. In my opinion, this is some-
thing to cherish and celebrate.”  

See GRADS, Page A8

Wilson
Continued from Page A4

will be attractive, won’t stink, and there won’t be a lot of 
noise. Rotational grazing will be utilized.

His plan is to make the property — site of a lumber 
yard and other businesses over the years — productive 
again and to create jobs.

While the property is large enough to hold 143 goats, 
Criswell said he will likely never have that many.

Criswell said he spoke to Rick Weigel, owner of 
Wilson Foods, and Weigel raised concerns about ground-
water contamination. Criswell said he plans to haul the 
manure produced by the goats off his property to a local 
farmer.

“I will continue to try to have a dialog with Rick,” 
Criswell said. 

“My concern is if we grant a wavier, then how do we 
say no to the person that says I want to put 10 goats in 
my backyard, and they will be meat goats and I am going 
to run a business,” Peschka said.

Council member Dan Taylor also raised concerns about 
the goats being across from Wilson Foods, an argument 
Weigel made when he talked earlier with Mayor Peschka.

“Part of this is an education process,” Criswell said. “I 
hope your decision will be based on a rational thought 
process, not just because someone is opposed.”

Criswell said the council needs to consider that when 
an idea is presented — especially one that is a big change 
— there is going to be opposition.

“And then once other people do the work and make it 
happen, and they see what’s going on and there’s a lot 
more positive than negative, and all the fear and appre-
hension they had before really weren’t warranted, then 
they come around and say well that’s a good idea,” he 
said.

Criswell will provide a more detailed proposal at the 
June 7 council meeting. 

Before Monday’s meeting, during a public hearing 
involving an inoperable vehicle at 709 24th St., the owner 
was given an extension until May 31 to bring the vehicle 
into compliance with city ordinances.

During the regular council meeting, Tipton gave an 
update on inoperable vehicles at 3212 Ave. D. The coun-
cil approved a resolution for that property owner to bring 
the vehicle into compliance.

Also discussed were vehicles at 2508 Ave. F and 709 
24th St.

Nakita Barta
Ellsworth High School

Accomplishments:
Basketball - 3 yrs.
Track - 2 yrs.
School Play - 1 yr.

Nakita is attending Hutchinson 
Community College.

Nakita’s parents are
Andy and Michelle Barta.

Nakita will graduate from Ellsworth High School
May 23rd - 2 p.m., at the PAC

Congratulations Nakita!

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

The I-R is your local source for ALL things 
Ellsworth County! 

Follow the I-R on Facebook 
and at www.indyrepnews.com 

for breaking news, obits, 
sports  and more!

www.ellsworthlib.org
www.indyrepnews.com
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The Ellsworth Reporter turns 150 years old at the end 
of this year. To mark the milestone, we plan to publish a 

cookbook with recipes from our readers and stories that 
have appeared in the Reporter over the years.

Many residents and former residents of Ellsworth County 
have worked at the Reporter. We especially would like 
contributions from you (along with any memories you 

would have of working at the Reporter).

Please send your recipes to
community@indyrepnews.com.

Please also include your name and phone number so 
we can call you if there are any questions.

Cooking Up
150 Years of News

The Ellsworth Reporter celebrates a major milestone

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5085
www.indyrepnews.com

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT

ELLSWORTH COUNTY

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5085
www.indyrepnews.com

Connect with your customers,

advertise in the I/ R!

I would like to thank the Ellsworth County
Independent Reporter for their wonderful
advertisement for the Salina Farm Expo.  It was great 
to visit with people that had read the newspaper 
and saw that our company had a booth in the show. 

This is a great way to connect with people in your 
area and show that social media is not the only way 
to advertise these days.  It takes a wholistic
approach to reach every genre of people for
events like this.  Thank you!

Brandi McClure

Bankers Life
Agent/Unit Field Trainer

-REPORTER

INDEPENDENT
ELLSWORTH COUNTY

$1.25
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Deaths

COVID-19  
by the numbers

As of Tuesday, Ellsworth 
County had two active 

cases of COVID-19. On a 
scale with blue as the 

lowest and red the 
highest, Ellsworth County 

continues in the blue 
zone, according to the 

local health department. 

WEDNESDAY 74/57
Mostly cloudy

THURSDAY 70/48
Mostly sunny; windy

FRIDAY 76/43
Sunny

SATURDAY 84/50
Mostly sunny; breezy

SUNDAY 83/57
Partly cloudy

MONDAY 77/56
Partly cloudy

TUESDAY 74/55
Chance for storms

Ross 
Janssen’s 
Weather
April 28 to

May 4
 

Bonnie Jo 
Babcock
(1965-2021)

Mary C. Herzog
(1935-2021)

Howard Lee 
Kempke
(1934-2021)

Alice Jean Killian
(1948-2021)

Bobby Lee Miller
(1936-2021)

See Page A2

APRIL REMINDER 
The Ellsworth County 
Independent-Reporter 
seeks recipes from our 
readers and stories about 
the Ellsworth Reporter as it nears its 150th anniversary. 

OPINION   Page A4     Kansas Sen. Rick Wilborn, R-McPherson, and Rep. 
Steven Johnson, R-Assaria, plan to be in Ellsworth May 22 to meet with residents.

FARM/CITY   Page A6 The Ellsworth County 
Medical Center board of 
directors voted to purchase new equipment that is 
expected to improve service.

NEWS           Page A8 Want to know what’s on the agenda this week at the 
Ellsworth County Medical 
Center? We have a calendar with the information you 
need.

SPORTS Page B1   The Ellsworth High School girls softball team crushed Little River.

Also see the tennis and 
track results.

ETC.              Page B3                Ever thought about join-
ing the Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts of America?

County debates heritage areaBY ALAN RUSCH
Ellsworth County I-R

E llsworth County commissioners were pulled in two directions Monday, but took no action during a lengthy discussion on the Nebraska-Kansas National Heritage Area.
The NHA is a proposed area involv-ing 49 counties in southern Nebraska and northern Kansas, including Ellsworth County.

Angel Cushing, a farmer and con-cerned landowner from Lyon County and opponent of the national heritage area, urged commissioners to sign a resolution opting out of inclusion in it.“If you opt out of that and send a clear message you don’t want to be 

part of that ‘federal border,’ they have to submit that to their feasibility study and makes their feasibility study very difficult, and it makes their feasibility study more difficult for Congress to go along with it,” she said. “Now is the time if you’re going to knock this down before the feasibility study. It’s easier to opt out now than it is later on.”
Cushing said the management plan includes a lengthy list of administra-tive federal government regulations — including those from the endangered species act to the environmental pro-tection agency — that property own-ers in the NHA must comply with.Cushing said the biggest concern she 

See TOURISM, Page A5

Editor’s Note — This is the story about a city 
marshal and a newspaper editor, both in Wilson, whose legacy was 
returned to Ellsworth 
County by the editor’s great-grandson. This is the last of two parts. 

BY CHERILEE WARD
Special to the I-R

A 
third newspaper, 
the Wilson Eagle, 
soared in during June 1888 and was pub-lished by R.J. Coffey. 

The Eagle’s office was nestled on the second 
floor of the Alderson 

Drug Store, located in the middle of Block 1, on northeast Michigan 
Street, the main street in Wilson. 

The Eagle was just 
finding its wings when the devastating fire of 
Sept. 1, 1888, swept 
through Block 1, 
destroying six businesses and scattering fiery ashes over the west side of 
Wilson.

The Alderson 
Drugstore burned to the ground and the Eagle, on the store’s second floor, lost everything except for a small job press and a composing stand.

Following the fire, the Eagle’s office “took flight” to the front room of the St. Louis House, located one door west of the 
Echo office on Saline 
Street. 

The St. Louis House was a lively gambling 
hall, where guns would appear from under card tables when five aces 
were played. The Echo generously shared its 
printing press with the Eagle, but recovery was futile. The Eagle printed its last issue in February 1889.

Old and new grudges

Before and after the 
fire, the Echo and the 
Eagle had accused the 
Hawkeye of stealing the Eagle’s copy and printing it as its own. In July 
1888, the Eagle threat-ened the Hawkeye, “[we will] make the fur fly in a lively manner, unless you leave your roost and 

defend yourself.” A week after the fire, the Echo printed, “Mr. Hawkeye, come down to earth from your lonely roost.” 
In October 1888, the Hawkeye responded by saying, “wait and see the fur fly.” But by December 1888, the Hawkeye had 

published its last issue. 
When the Hawkeye vacated the rented rooms  above the Wilson State Bank in March 1889, the Echo couldn’t resist 

expressing an opinion. The Echo reported the new bank’s “once beauti-ful and well-furnished 
rooms will never look 
again like they once did. After one year occupan-cy, the printing company made the rooms look like a soap factory had oper-ated there for half a cen-tury.”
The Echo had won the 

See WILSON, Page A7

Wilson revists editor’s murder

Dragon
Memories

LORI FARMER/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter

Wilson seniors stopped long enough Saturday night to have their photograph taken before the start of prom. Students and 

their dates were served a formal dinner at the school and participated in promenade before the dancing began to the night’s 

theme of “City of Lights.” Seniors are: girls, front row, from left — MJ Scott, Raina Garrard, Kami Thrasher, Bryna HIll and 

Taylor Barham and boys, back row, from left — Dylan Crawford, Donavan Lyne, Cooper Weinhold, James Huck, Garrett Thielen

and Camryn Eberhart.

Wilson senior boys plus one are, from left — Donavan Lyne, Dylan Crawford, Cooper Weinhold, head football coach Tony Brokes, Garrett Thielen, James Huck
 and Camryn Eberhart. 

RECYCLING IS A GO AGAIN

Teresa Shute, director of the Ellsworth County Recycling Program, Noxious Weed Department �������������������������������������������representatives from CB Trucking in Beverly ��������������������
�����	����������
���������that ripped through the former schoolhouse more than a week ago.
As a result of the discussion, recycling operations will resume, thus allowing the Ellsworth County �����������
�������������������������������

Check out this week’s
COVID resource page!

See Page B10.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

In County $44.25
Elsewhere in KS $48.75
Out of State $49.75
On-line only $39

Continued from Page A6

project succeed.
Kennedy said Ellsworth is extremely lucky to have 

Kirkham Michael & Associates as a downtown busi-
ness in the community.

“There are a few times when we have a lot of ques-
tions and we don’t know exactly which direction to 
proceed,” he said. “It’s just so nice to be able to go 
down the street, ask those questions and talk to people 
we know. It’s a great relationship, so we’re very thank-
ful for that.”

“It’s projects like this that really make me proud of 
the work that KDOT does,” said Lindsey Douglas, 
KDOT deputy secretary. 

Douglas lauded the ability of state government to 
partner with local communities in order to leverage 
resources at the local, state and federal level to make 
projects like the Eighth Street resurfacing project hap-
pen.

“We can accomplish so much more together than we 
can on our own,” she said. 

Douglas said Ellsworth was in the first round of 
project selections for the KDOT cost-share program.

“It’s so exciting that we’re seeing this first round of 
projects that got selected completed,” she said. “We’re 
trying to get these projects going and get them com-
pleted so we can see these improvements in these com-
munities.”

The goal of the Eighth Street resurfacing project was 
to replace the failing chip and seal surface with con-
crete pavement which will stand up to the truck traffic 
servicing the Great Plains Manufacturing facility. 

A secondary goal was to change the storm water 
flow by constructing curb and gutters and installing 
storm water inlets.

The project was the second step in improving vehicle 
access at Eighth Street for Great Plains 
Manufacturing. The first step was the construction of 
turn lanes on K-156 Highway at Eighth Street, which 
was partially funded by the KDOT City Connecting 
Link Improvement (CCLIP)program. 

StreetCommissioners
EMS director position discussed

By AlAn Rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

The Ellsworth County EMS 
director job was again the 
topic of discussion at 

Monday’s meeting of the 
Ellsworth County commission.

At the May 10 commission 
meeting, EMS director Jeremiah 
Brown tendered his letter of resig-
nation. His last day is June 18.

At Monday’s meeting, Brown 
told the commissioners the ball is 
in their court when it comes to 
hiring a new director.

“I think we’re going to open it 
up,” Commissioner Dennis Rolfs 
said, noting an ad will be placed in 
the Ellsworth County 
Independent-Reporter.

“We want to look outside not 
inside,” Commissioner Greg 
Bender added.

“I support whatever your deci-
sion is,” Brown said.

Rolfs and Bender also thought it 
would be useful to put an ad in 
the Salina Journal as well.

Brown said an ad has been 
placed on the Kansas Emergency 
Medical Services Association 
(KEMSA) website. Brown also 
noted he will start working from 
home.

“That facility will run itself,” 
Brown said. “I’ll keep it going until 
then (until a permanent director is 
hired).”

In other business:
• No action was taken after 

returning from a 15 minute execu-
tive session with Paul J. Kasper, 
county attorney, to discuss the 
EMS department.

• Shelly Vopat, county clerk and 
elections officer, submitted her 

budgets for both the clerk’s 
department and elections for the 
2022 fiscal year. Vopat asked for a 
clerk’s budget of $138,221 for 
2022 — three percent higher than 
the $134,185 she submitted for 
her 2021 budget. For her election 
budget, Vopat submitted a budget 
for 2022 of $58,365 — again 
three percent higher than the 
$56,643 she requested for her 
2021 election budget.

• Approval was given to Cereal 
Malt Beverage License No. 2021-4 
for the Hart Marina LLC for orig-
inal and unopened containers.

• Approval was given to the 
updated job description for the 
EMS director position.

The next meeting of the 
Ellsworth County commissioners 
will be at 9 a.m. Monday, May 24, 
at the county courthouse.

Continued from Page A7

The members of the Wilson 
High School Class of 2021 are: 
Taylor Shay Hames Barham, 
Kaylee Rose Boxberger, Joshua 
David Cook, Charles Dylan 
Crawford, Camryn William Louis 
Eberhart, Raina Marie Gerrard, 
Bryna Dawn Hill, James Isaac 
Huck, Donavan Dean Lyne Jr., 
Macie Jo Scott, Garrett William 
Thielen, Kamdyn Elizabeth 
Thrasher and Cooper John 
Weinhold. 

Central Plains High School
 The 22 members of the Central 

Plains High School Class of 2021 
received their diplomas during a 

graduation ceremony Sunday after-
noon in the school gym in Claflin. 

Callie Zink, class president, said 
she was happy being in the school 
gym with her classmates. 

“Surrounded by those who love 
us, we close the final chapter of our 
childhood,” she said. “We are not 
kids playing on the playground any-
more. We are men and women 
ready to set the world ablaze.”

Principal Toby Holmes, as he 
does each year, offered some advice 
to the class.

“Hold on to your family, tell the 
people you love in your life how 
much you love them, call your 
mom, hug your dad, never forget 
your friends, keep in touch with 
your teachers, and continue to seek 

out people who make you better,” 
he said.

The members of the Central 
Plains High School Class of 2021 
are: Brooke Kelley Armstrong, 
Rylie Jane Bailey, Karter Littrell 
Beck, Shannon Marie Bunch, 
Ryenne Renee Cunningham, 
Matthew Allen Donecker, Brandi 
Michelle Edmonson, Benjamin 
Jacob Gibson, Tyler James Holmes, 
Ethan Matthew Hurley, Jennah 
Lynn Jeffrey, Dylan Michael 
Kitchen, William Lloyde Laymon, 
Michael David Menges, Jacob James 
Oberle, Alexandria Elizabeth Oeser, 
Hannah Leigh  Redetzke, Monica 
Marie Short, Cassandra Ann Stout, 
Adrianne Colleen Togersen, Brian J. 
Whiterock, Callie Ashlyn Zink.

Grads

Vaccination clinic is June 5
The Ellsworth County Health Department, in part-

nership with the Ellsworth County Medical Center, 
will conduct a vaccination clinic from 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, June 5, in the main parking lot by the clinic 
at ECMC. No appointment is necessary. All three vac-
cinations — Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson and 
Johnson — will be offered to the appropriate age 
groups. 

www.indyrepnews.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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2014 SWIMMING POOL
pool 472-3916 recreation 472-4123

Season begins on

Monday, May 26th, 2014.

Opening day is FREE admission.

POOL PARTIES OFFERED:
PLEASE CONTACT THE 

ELLSWORTH MUNICIPAL 

POOL.

Session 1: ELLSWORTH
June 9 - 12 and 16 - 19 (two weeks long)

All Levels 1-6

PRIVATE SWIM LESSONS 
OFFERED - CONTACT POOL 

MANAGER IF INTERESTED.

AQUASIZE CLASSES
SESSION I - MONTH OF JUNE
SESSION II - MONTH OF JULY

Classes meet on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday

at 8:15 p.m.

Session 2: WILSON ONLY
June 23 - 27 for levels 1-2-3

June 30 - July 4 for levels 4-5-6

Session 3: ELLSWORTH
July 7 - 10 and 14 - 17 (two weeks long)

All Levels 1-6

Session 4: ELLSWORTH
July 21 - 24 and 28 - 31 (two weeks long)

All Levels 1-6

ADULT SWIM & LAP SWIM
Monday - Friday ONLY

12:30 PM TO 1 PM & 5-6 PM

POOL HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
1-5 PM & 6:30-8 PM

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 1-6 PM

*Goggles (without nose piece 
coverings) are recommended for 
levels 3-6, but not mandatory.

Level 1 - Intro to Water Skills - 11-11:30
*Level 1 MUST be 5 by June 1 or have

instructor’s permission

Level 2 - Fundamental Aquatic Skills
10-10:30 or 10:30-11

Level 3 - Stroke Development
9:15-10 or 10-10:45

Level 4 - Stroke Improvement
9:15-10

Level 5 - Stroke Refi nement
8:30-9:15

Level 6 - Swim/Skill Profi ciency
8:30-9:15

Private Lessons

Session 5: Toddler/Preschool (3-4 yrs.)
July 14-18 ONE week evenings only

Session 6: Toddler/Preschool (3-4 yrs.)
July 21-25 ONE week evenings only

Session 7: Infant (6 mo - 2 yrs.)
July 28-Aug 1 ONE week evenings only

ELLSWORTH RECREATION
AMERICAN RED CROSS
SWIMMING LESSONS

Participation Fee - $25.00 per session

2021 SWIMMING POOL
pool 472-9382 recreation 472-4123

POOL PARTIES OFFERED:
PLEASE CONTACT THE 

ELLSWORTH MUNICIPAL 
POOL.

Session 1: ELLSWORTH
June 7-11 and 14-18 (two weeks long)

All Levels 1-6 (see times below)

Session 2: ELLSWORTH
June 21-25 and June 28 - July 2 (two weeks long)

All Levels 1-6 (see times below)

Session 3: ELLSWORTH
July 5-9 (one week only)

Levels PS-1-2-3 (see times below)

Session 4: WILSON ONLY
July 19-23 for levels 1-2-3

July 26-30 for levels R3-4-5-6

ADULT SWIM & LAP SWIM
Monday - Friday ONLY

12:30 PM TO 1 PM & 5-6 PM

POOL HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
1-5 PM & 6:30-8 PM

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 1-6 PM

*Goggles (without nose piece 
coverings) are recommended for levels 

3-6, but not mandatory.

Level 1 - Intro to Water Skills -

11 - 11:30
*Level 1 MUST be 5 by Aug. 1 or have

instructor’s permission

Level 2 - Fundamental Aquatic Skills
10:15 - 10:50

Level 3 - Stroke Development
9:30 - 10:15

Level 4 - Stroke Improvement
8:45 - 9:30

Level 5 - Stroke Refi nement
8:00 - 8:45

Level 6 - Swim/Skill Profi ciency
8:00 - 8:45

Parent and Child Aquatics

Private Lessons

Session 5: July 26 - 30
Session 6: Aug. 2 - 6

Infant/Toddler (6 mo. - 2 years)
5:45 - 6:15 pm

A parent MUST be in the water
with child

Preschool (3 years - 4 years)
5:15 - 5:45 pm

*Child must be independent of parent

Private (one-on-one) lessons are also available, 
if parents are interested, for a separate/

additional fee. (Usually 5, half-hour lessons for 
$50.00) Please contact Nancy

(785) 531-0354 or the Pool (785) 472-9382 for 
additional information. Private lessons are 

NOT Red Cross sanctioned.

ELLSWORTH RECREATION

AMERICAN RED CROSS
SWIMMING LESSONS

Participation Fee - $30.00 per session

Season begins on
Monday, May 31, 2021

Opening day is FREE admission

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

LEGIONFEST

Come see
Savanna Chestnut,
contestant on this

season’s hit NBC show
“ The Voice”, along with 
many other musicians

Gates open at 10 am
Vendors and events,

including a petting zoo,
all day.

Hog roast and music
starts at 5 pm

Come help out American Legion Post celebrate
our Community, State and Nation!

More info on the Legionfest FB page
or call 785-810-8291

Bring your chairs and blankets!
No outside food or drinks!

May 22, 2021

*Ad designed by
Ellsworth County I/R

Behind the El lsworth
American Legion Building

RAIN or SHINE!Legionfest WILL happen

By AlAn Rusch

Ellsworth County I-R

WILSON — Almost two 
dozen people attended the 
Wilson City Council’s public 

meeting on Abandoned and Vacant 
Building Ordinance 854 May 12 at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church Parish 
Hall, yet few had questions.

Mayor Mike Peschka said the ordi-
nance was approved by the council, but 
has yet to be enforced. He noted there 
are three reasons for the ordinance. 

“One is abandoned and vacant build-
ings adversely affect the quality of life, 
lead to blight and impact local property 
tax values,” Peschka said. “And I think 
everyone understands that.”

A second reason for the ordinance is 
vacant buildings are known to attract 
vandalism and other criminal activity 
and become unsafe.

“Also, when you have abandoned 
buildings, you have public health issues,” 
Peschka said. “Rodents, insects — all of 
those kinds of things that could, poten-
tially, impact public health.”

Peschka said ordinances of this type 
are somewhat new.

“When we first started looking at this 
there were five or six other communities 
that we knew of that had already adopt-
ed this type of ordinance,” he said.

The closest is Russell. Peschka said 
Sylvan Grove has recently adopted a 
similar ordinance and Lucas is looking at 
one as well.

Peschka reviewed the ordinance, 
including the definition of a building, an 
abandoned building, chronic vacancy and 
chronically vacant. 

“We define a building as any structure 
intended for shelter, housing or commer-
cial use,” he said. 

The focus of the ordinance are those 
structures that have been or will be 
vacant for a long time.

“Typically, those properties, not all of 
them, but typically those properties once 
they are vacant for very long, especially if 
they are not connected to city utilities, 
where they are heated and cooled and 
environmentally controlled, those types 
of properties tend to degrade,” Peschka 
said. “And they become a property that 
specifically we’re trying to address.”

He said Wilson has a severe shortage 
of housing.

“Several times a week we have people 
looking for places to rent,” Peschka said. 
“There is also people looking for places 
to buy. So we have people interested in 
moving to and living in Wilson.”

Peschka noted Wilson  has a large 
amount of residential and business prop-
erties that are just sitting there.

“For whatever reason the owner says I 
don’t want to sell it, I don’t want to rent 
it, and in a lot of cases I don’t want to 
pay utilities,” he said. “And that’s every 
property owner’s right. However, that is 

not doing anything for our community.”
Peschka said one aim of the ordinance 

is to provide incentives to get properties 
on the rental or for sale rolls.

“We are in a constant battle to main-
tain our school,” he said. “We (the coun-
cil) see us at a tipping point. We can’t 
lose our town. If we lose our town, we 
lose our school.”

Peschka said an initial survey showed 
102 properties abandoned or vacant out 
of 500 total properties.

“Roughly 25 percent of our residences 
are abandoned or vacant,” he said. “It’s 
almost unbelievable to me that we have 
that many.”

Some of those properties are now 
rented. One patron said she walks the 
alleys behind the businesses in town and 
sees a lot of boarded up windows.

“In the past six months, I’ve dealt with 
a couple of people who would like to 
bring businesses here,” Peschka said. “I’ve 
beaten the bushes and can’t find a place.”

Another patron asked if the city could 
use eminent domain.

“No,” Peschka said. “I’m not a lawyer, 
but if the city were going to use eminent 
domain it would have to be for some-
thing that would benefit the city such as 
we need land to build a new street or we 
need land to lay out a new sewer system. 
That would give the city the right to use 
eminent domain.” 

However, if a property owner was told 
by the city it planned to take the proper-
ty to build a rental house, that probably 
wouldn’t fly, the mayor said. 

“So eminent domain really doesn’t 
come into play,” Peschka said.

Step by step
Peschka said the first step in the pro-

cess of enforcing the ordinance would be 
a public officer becoming aware of a 
structure that could be deemed vacant 
and/or abandoned. A written report 
would then be presented to the city 
council for review. They will decide 
whether the structure is vacant and/or 
abandoned. If it is, the owner of that 
property will be notified. If those condi-
tions do not change, the owner will again 
be notified three months later that the 
property has been deemed chronically 
vacant or abandoned.

“The owner has 14 days to appeal,” 
Peschka said. 

After another 20 days, if nothing 
changes, the owner will have to register 
the property as chronically vacant or 
abandoned. A form will need to be filled 
out and a registration fee of $50 paid.

Peschka said if that property remains 
chronically vacant or abandoned, every 
12 months the property will have to be 
reregistered by the owner.

The second year, the registration fee 
increases from $50 to $100. The third 
year it increases to $200. The fourth 
year it increases to $400 and every year 
thereafter.

Wilson officials review 
new building ordinance

Rising Stars
Dolechek fund distributes 

medical scholarships
The Christine A. Dolechek Medical 

Scholarship Trust Fund is for legal 
residents of Ellsworth County who 
are pursuing an education in the field 
of human medicine. The professions 
include, but are not limited to doc-
tors, dentists, nurses, medical techni-
cians, optometrists and support 
fields, including medical research, 
emergency medical technician and 
paramedical services.

The recipients for the 2021-22 
school year are:

Nursing: Bailey Dolezal, Jeffrey 
Pelzel, Jenna Sinnott, Emmerae 
Svaty.

Occupational Therapy: Hannah 
Wilson.

Physical Therapy: Jordan Base.
Pre-Medicine: Jordyn Coonrod, 

Tiffany Harders, Kristen Watson.
Speech Language Pathology: 

Shaylee Leiker, Kara Rodriguez, 
Sydney Wilson.

Hohl Scholarship names 
2021-22 recipients

The Art Hohl Scholarship is for 
graduates of Ellsworth High School 
who are pursing an education in 
medicine including, but not limited 
to, doctors, dentists, optometry, 
osteopathic degrees, nursing degrees 
and certificates.

The recipients for the 2021-22 
school year are:

Nursing: Bailey Dolezal, Jeffrey 
Pelzel, Emmerae Svaty.

Occupational Therapy: Hannah 
Wilson.

Physical Therapy: Jordan Base.
Pre-Medicine: Jordyn Coonrod.
Speech Pathology: Sydney Wilson.

Medical students receive 
Svoboda scholarships

The Frank J. Svoboda and Frances 
J. Svoboda Medical Scholarship are 
for legal residents of Ellsworth 
County who are pursing an education 

in the field of medicine which shall 
be either for a nursing degree, nursing 
certificate or a medical doctor degree.

The recipients for the 2021-22 
school year are:

Nursing: Bailey Dolezal, Jeffrey 
Pelzel, Jenna Sinnott, Emmerae 
Svaty.

Pre-Medicine: Jordyn Coonrod, 
Tiffany Harders, Kristen Watson.

Salina Tech conducts 
graduation ceremony

Several Ellsworth area students 
were among 137 students eligible to 
participate Saturday, May 8, at gradu-
ation ceremonies for Salina Area 
Technical College’s Class of 2021 at 
the Tony’s Pizza Events Center. They 
were:

Kanopolis:
Associate Degree
Stephanie Marie Deming, nursing.
Technical Certificate
Heather Diane Hoss, practical nurs-

ing; Brianna Nicole Sjogren, practical 
nursing.

Brookville:
Associate Degree
Cade William Heinrich, diesel 

Technology.
Technical Certificate
Landon Scott Howard, welding 

technology.
Marquette:
Associate Degree
Lori Beth James, nursing
Other facts about the Class of 

2021:
• Graduates range in age from 17 to 

51, and both our oldest and youngest 
graduates are graduating with honors

• 13 of the graduates are veterans 
or on active duty with the US mili-
tary

• 14 of the graduates are single par-
ents

• 18 of the graduates are high 
school seniors

• 21 percent of the class is a mem-
ber of a racial or ethnic minority

• 25 of the graduates are the first in 
their family to attend college.
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Athletes prepare for regional track
By the I-R staff

T
rack competitor from 
Ellsworth and Central 
Plains brought home a 

dozen first place medals 
between them following league 
meets at Beloit and LaCrosse.

The Bearcats, who competed 
May 14 at Beloit, finished 
with top spots for Shaylee 
Leiker, 100m dash; Katelyn 
Soukup, high jump; Rylan 
Ohl, shot put; Kylan 
Turnipseed, javelin; Luke 
Sharp, 100m dash; and Trey 
Anderson, 200m dash.

The Oilers, who competed 
May 13 at LaCrosse, finished 
with firsts to Lauren Oeser, jav-
elin; Brynna Hammeke, 200m 
dash and 400m dash; Tyler 
Holmes, shot put; and the 
4x400m relay team of Brynna 
Hammeke, Jennah Jeffery, 
Monia Short and Callie Zink.   

The league meets are the 
last before Friday’s regional 
qualifying meets for state. 

“We had a good meet overall 
as we try to get focused for the 
regional meet this upcoming 
week,” said head Bearcat track 
coach Nick Rodriguez. 

“I had some concerns as we 
have had some kids really not 
feeling well early in the week, 
which impacts our training. 
We continue to see some kids 
improve in their events and 
that is the focus we have right 
now. A lot of improvement 
now comes from the kids eat-
ing right, getting plenty of 
sleep and focusing on the 
mental approach to the sport. 

“Things that are out the 
coaches hands and in the 
kids.”

Here are the results:
Ellsworth women
100m Dash — 1st Shaylee 

Leiker 13.29
400m Dash — 5th Olivia 

Neuman 1:10.77
100m Hurdles — 6th 

Braeden Sheridan 20.73
High Jump — 1st Katelyn 

Soukup 4’ 9”, 4th Akira Stroede 
4’2”

Pole Vault — 5th Kate 
Wacker 6’ 1”

Shot Put — 1st Rylan Ohl 

33’ 7.5” 4th Madison Kelley 32’ 
6.5”

Javelin — 1st Kylan 
Turnipseed 114’ 1”, 2 nd Rylan 
Ohl 100’00”

Ellsworth men
100m Dash — 1st Luke 

Sharp 11.50
200m Dash — 1st Trey 

Anderson 22.97
1600m Run — 6th Byron 

Johnson 5:05.44
4x100m Relay — 2nd 

Bradley Vopat II, Trey 
Anderson, Riley Stone, Luke 
Sharp 45.20

4x400m Relay — 2nd Luke 

Sharp, Joshua Rodriguez, Riley 
Stone, Trey Anderson 3:37.06

Pole Vault — 2nd Eryk 
Andalon 11’ 1”

Long Jump — 5th Trey 
Anderson 16’ 11.75”

Central Plains women
Javelin — Lauren Oeser 1st 

109’06
 Lexi Oeser 5th 88’06
 High Jump — Brynna 

Hammeke 1st 5’03
Shot Put — Lauren Oeser 

6th 29’06
Triple Jump — Rylie 

Thompson 3rd 31’03
100 Meter Hurdles — 

Lauren Oeser 3rd 19.57
200 Meter Dash — Brynna 

Hammeke 1st 26.84
400 Meter Dash — Brynna 

Hammeke 1st 1:00.34
Jennah Jeffery 5th 1:08.06
800 Meter Run — Callie 

Zink 2nd 2:31.05
1600 Meter Run — Kyla 

Metro 6th 6:39.61
4x400 Meter Relay — 1st  

4:25.65   Brynna Hammeke, 
Jennah Jeffery, Monica Short, 
Callie Zink

4x800 meter relay — 3rd 
11:07.16   Jennah Jeffery, 
Monica Short, Kyla Metro,  
Callie Zink

Central Plains men
Javelin — Michael Laymon 

2nd 152’04
Cole Lamatsch 7th 127’ 03
High Jump — Michael 

Laymon 2nd 5’06
Dawson McNeal 4th 5’04
Shot Put — Tyler Holmes 

1st 46’06-50 
Disc — Tyler Holmes 7th 

109’11
800 Meter Run — Jacob 

Oberle 6th 2:22.05
1600 Meter Run — Cole 

Lamatsch 3rd 4:58.49
3200 Meter Run — Cole 

Lamatsch 3rd 10:56.35
300 Meter Hurdles — 

Michael Laymon 4th 45:56 
4x400 Meter Relay  — 5th 

4:02.26  Matt Donecker, Jacob 
Oberle, Blaine Hickle Dawson 
McNeal 

4x800 Meter Relay — 3rd 
9:04.42 Dawson McNeal, 
Michael Laymon, Jacob Oberle, 
Cole Lamatsch

LORI FARMER/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter 

Central Plains’ Brynna Hammeke completes in the high jump May 13 at league competition in LaCrosse.

LORI FARMER/Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter 

Ellsworth’s Luke Sharp is shown competing in this file photo from earlier this month.

monday’s post-season Results

• The Lady ‘Cats Softball Team defeated Sylvan/
Lucas/Lincoln Monday night in the first round 
of the high school regional at Larned. The score 
was 10-1. 

• The Bearcat Boys Baseball Team fell in the first 
round of regional competition Monday night at 
Ellsworth. Hoisington defeated Ellsworth 6-2.

Congratulations to players on both teams on a 
good season. Keep going, Lady ‘Cats!

• Ellsworth senior golfers Avery Haxton and Will 
Cravens qualified individually Monday at Hays 
for state competition May 24 at Hesston. Good 
luck, Bearcats! 

 

Ellsworth splits with Republic 

County to end regular season
By the I-R staff

T
he Ellsworth Baseball Team 
ended its regular 2020-21 
season Monday, May 10, by 

splitting a double header with 
Republic County.

The first matchup was a nail 
biter with the Bearcats grabbing 
the lead late in the game for a 4-3 
victory. Until then, the game was 
tied at three apiece. Then 
Ellsworth’s Layton Leiker singled 
on a 0-1 count, scoring a run.

Dayton Davis was the winning 
pitcher for Ellsworth. The righthand-
er went seven innings, allowing three 
runs on six hits and striking out 15.

Leiker, Davis, Cade Gwinner, 
Jordan Rodriguez, and Braden 
Schulte each had a hit, compared to 
six hits for Republic County. 

In the night’s other game, 
Republic County piled on the runs, 
ending the game with 14. Ellsworth 
managed to put four runs on the 
scoreboard.

Pitcher Lane Rolfs took the loss 
for Ellsworth. Rolfs surrendered 
five runs on five hits over two 
innings, striking out two.

The ‘Cats collected nine hits on 
the day. Dayton Davis led 
Ellsworth with three hits in four at 
bats. Jaxson Stefek also contributed 
multiple hits.

Republic County had 12 hits.
The ‘Cats were at home Monday 

night for regional action against 
Hoisington.

Klein goes 4-for-4   
against Sacred  Heart

The Lady ‘Cats Softball Team 
also split a double header, this time 
Monday, May 10, against Salina’s 
Sacred Heart.

In the first game, Ellsworth 
snagged a late lead to defeat Sacred 
Heart 13-4. The game was tied at 
four in the top of the fifth when 
Ellsworth’s Makenna Haas singled 
on a 1-1 count, scoring two runs.

Lady ‘Cat Greta Klein also had a 
good night at the plate, going 4-for-
4. She singled in the second, dou-
bled in the third, singled in the 
fifth, and doubled in the sixth.

Ellsworth landed six runs in the 
sixth inning, with Peyton Coonrod, 
Paityn Tenbrink, Elizabeth Hipp, 
Klein, and Haas, all driving in runs.

Emma Moore led Ellsworth to 
victory over seven innings, allowing 
four hits and four runs while strik-
ing out three.

Ellsworth Lady Bearcats Varsity 
had 17 hits in the game. Klein, 
Tenbrink, Hipp, Haas, and 
Coonrod all managed multiple hits 
with Klein’s 4-for-4 at the plate to 
lead leading the way.

The other game of the night saw 
the tables reversed on Ellsworth as 
the Lady ‘Cats fell behind early in 
the game and couldn’t catch up in a 
5-0 loss to Sacred Heart.

Emma Moore took the loss for 

See ‘CATS, Page B2
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GOOD LUCK AREA ATHLETES IN YOUR

POST SEASON ACTIVITIES!

ELLWORTH BEARCATS WILSON DRAGONS TRACK

CENTRAL PLAINS OILERS
TRACK

Sponsored by:

TRACK GOLF

GOLF

BASEBALL SOFTBALL

Members of the Ellsworth High School softball team are, back row, from left — 

Lizzy Hipp, Isabelle Lindsley, Greta Klein, Makenzi Guillory, Callie Sherdian; middle 

row, from left — Aleyna Womelsdorf, Peyton Coonrod, Kirsten Meier, Macey Gustin, 

Jordi Thornton, McKenna Haas, Shylo Travnichek, Noah Goss; front row, from left — 

Jazlynn Schultz, Paityn Tenbrink, Emma Moore, Natalie Rolfs, Stormy Thompson, 

Sami Couch, Ryan Tenbrink. Not pictured Nicole Haase and Lexi West.

Members of the Ellsworth High School baseball team are, back row, from left — 

Jordan Rodriguez, Cole Webber, Braden Schulte, Jaxson Stefek,

Dayton Davis, Austin Stroede, Gavin Webber; and front row, from left —

Lane Rolfs, Layton Leiker, Cade Gwinner Kyle Holbrook, Ben Hipp.

Members of the Central Plains track team left to right are: front row, from left — 

Kyla Metro, Riley Thompson, Callie Zink, Dawson McNeal, Cole Lamatsch,

Tyler Holmes, Denver Crenshaw, and Brian Whiterock; middle row, from left — 

Jennah Jeffery, Brynna Hammeke, Nora VanScyoc, Jacob Oberle, Joseph

Bunch, Evan Stratmann, Michael Laymon, and Jake Sturn; back row, from left — 

Cassandra Stout, Adrianne Togerson, Taylor Sheehy, Lauren Oeser,

Kerrick Benavidez, Mathew Donecker, Ben Gibson, and Hunter Klima.

Not Pictured: Elizeia Knapp-Blehm, Connor Freis, and Blaine Hickel.

Members of the Wilson track team are, back row, from left — Blake Mermis,

Zach Corpus, Aiden Watts, Cooper Weinhold, Henry Kingsbury and front

row, from left — Raina Garrard, Kylee Larsen, Cara Criswell, Kami Thrasher and 

Anna Thielen. Not pictured are Cameryn Eberhart and Avery Anderson.

Members of the Central Plains High School golf team are, from left —

Coach Jeff Potter Krystal Weeks, Melissa Donecker, Kailynn Depperschmidt,

JoAnna Donecker, Kristi Weeks and Jakeb Cauthon.

Members of the Ellsworth High School track team are, back row, from left —

Trey Anderson, Luke Sharp, Rylie Stone, Trenton Hays, Ian Andalon,

Eryk Andalon, Wyatt Pelzel; middle row, from left — Shaylee Lieker,

Manager Alyssa Rodriguez, Joshua Rodriguez, Loden West, Bradley Vopat,

Justin Tully, Byron Johnson, Cassie Most, Lilly DeCouteau, Emma Salyers;

and front row, from left — Connie Burt, Rylan Ohl, Madison Kelley, Kate Wacker,

Kylan Turnipseed, Olivia Neuman, Sadie Lipscomb, Lydia Mai,

Braeden Sherdian, Akira Stroede, Katelyn Soukup.

Members of the Ellsworth High School golf team are, from left — 

Ellsworth golf team, back row, from left — Coach Kevin Haxton,

freshman Reese Gier, senior Parker McGowan, sophomore Izaac Vasquez, senior 

Avery Haxton; freshman Will Cravens, sophomore Rowdy Dunn;

and front row, from left — senior Brooke Farmer, freshman Avery Holecek,

freshman Sam Karst, junior Cady Hansen, freshman Wyatt Bohnen,

senior Dayton LaDuke. Not pictured is sophomore Sara Maxwell.

Martin’s Pro Auto
Ellsworth

Ampride
Ellsworth

Beaver Grain
Beaver

Bob’s Service Center
Clafl in

Mark A. Herzog, D.D.S.
Ellsworth

ECMC
Ellsworth

Millers of Clafl in
Clafl in

Kirkham Michael
Ellsworth

Green Garden Angus
Ellsworth

Steve’s Truck Repair
Clafl in

Wilson Communications
Wilson

Gambino’s Pizza
Ellsworth

Ellsworth County I/R
Ellsworth
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Brooke Farmer

Student Of The Week
Ellsworth, Kanopol is & Geneseo USD 327’s

     Brooke Farmer, a senior at Ellsworth High School, is this week’s 
Student of  the Week. She is the daughter of  Lori and Dale Farmer. 
Brooke’s siblings are Sara, Megan, and Krista Farmer.

Brooke’s activities include reading, especially the classics like Jane 
Eyre, sewing clothes, listening to music from the 70s, 80s, and 90s, 
skateboarding, videogames, and is also life guarding this summer.

What Brooke likes best about school is spending time with her 
friends and learning new things.
      Brooke plans to attend Barton Community College and major in 
history.
      “Brooke is a delight to have in class. She was a fi rst year apparel 
student when school was shut down due to the pandemic. She took the 
skills she learned in class and taught herself  more skills while at home. 
She has come back for two more semesters of  Apparel. She takes 
initiative and chooses projects that challenge her. Her work ethic will 
serve her well in the future.”

                                                                                        Mrs. Rathbun

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                 

HOMOLKA GRAIN & SUPPLY
910 West 12th • Ellsworth • 785-472-3231

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

July 26 - 30 - Levels 3 (repeat), 4, 5, and 6

$30.00 per child pd. for by Mar-Lou Oil Company
For USD 112 Wilson/Dorrance patrons

Ages 5 yrs and up
Bus will leave from Lions Club Park at 9:00 a.m.

Need parents/adults to ride the bus.

Sign up at Wilson City Hall in advance
is required!

Not sure what level your child is ready for?
Call Wilson City Hall at 658-2272.

2021

WILSON

SWIM LESSONS

July 19 - 23 - Levels 1, 2, and 3 (fi rst time)

(Sat. July 24th rain make-up day if needed)

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Continued from Page B1

Ellsworth. She surrendered no runs on one hit over 
four and two-thirds innings, striking out one.

Elizabeth Hipp started the game for the Lady ‘Cats. 
The right handed pitcher surrendered five runs on one 
hit over one and one-third innings, striking out one.

Moore and Greta Klein both had one hit apiece to 
lead Ellsworth.

The Lady  ‘Cats were set to travel to Larned Monday 
for regional action. 

‘CatsROUGH RIDE
Ellsworth 

seniors 
Tyler 

Romero, at 
right, and 

Keagan 
Delaire 

competed 
Saturday 
night at 

Odin. Their 
next rodeo 
is Tuesday, 

June 18, 
also at 

Odin.

Photo by 
Lori Farmer



 

B3Ellsworth County Independent-Reporter • Thursday, May 20, 2021

BEEF UP!
May is Beef Month

The Beef Li fecycle: From Farm to Fork
Cow-Calf Farm or Ranch – Raising beef begins with ranchers who maintain a breeding herd of 
mama cows that give birth to calves once a year. When a calf is born, it weighs about 60 to 100 
pounds. Over the next few months, each calf will live off its mother’s milk and graze on grass 
pastures.

Weaning –Calves are weaned from their mother’s milk at about six to 10 months of age when 
they weigh between 450 and 700 pounds. These calves continue to graze on grass pastures. 
About 1/3 of the female cows will stay on the farm to continue to grow and to become new 
mama cows the following year.

Stockers and Backgrounders – After weaning, cattle continue to grow and thrive by grazing on 
grass and pastures during the stocker and backgrounder phase.

Livestock Auction Markets – After weaning and/or during the stocker and backgrounder phase, 
cows are sold at livestock auction markets.

Feedyard – Mature cows are often moved to feedyards (also called feedlots). Here cattle 
typically spend four to six months, during which time they have constant access to water and 
room to move around. They are free to graze at feed bunks containing a carefully balanced diet 
made up of roughage (such as hay, grass and fi ber), grain (such as corn, wheat and soybean 
meal) and local renewable feed sources, such as the tops of sugar beet plants, potato peelings 
or even citrus pulp. Veterinarians, nutritionists and cattlemen work together to look after each 
animal. Feedlots can range in size, shape and geographic location.

Packing Plant – Once cattle reach market weight (typically 1,200 to 1,400 pounds and 18 to 
22 months of age), they are sent to a packing plant (also called a processing facility). United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspectors are stationed in all federally inspected 
packing plants and oversee the implementation of safety, animal welfare and quality standards 
from the time animals enter the plant until the fi nal beef products are shipped to grocery stores 
and restaurants establishments. If animals are sick or have an injury the USDA inspector will 
deem the animal unfi t for human consumption, and the animal will not enter the food supply.

Food Service and Retail – Beef is shipped and sold in the United States and abroad. In the 
retail and food service (restaurant) channels, operators take steps to provide consumers with 
the safest, most wholesome and nutritious products possible. For delicious recipes for beef, 
including tips on cooking steak and making the perfect hamburger, 
visit beefi tswhatfordinner.com.

200 E. Ave South, Lyons
(620) 257-2316

120 W 2nd St., Ellsworth
(785) 472-4496

209 S. Main, Buston
(620) 562-3616

Give us a call today at (785) 472-4496 or on
the internet at www.lyonsfed.com

We salute our local beef producers on their 
dedication to bring the highest quality

product to your table.

A Special � ank You to Our Ranchers

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

GREEN

GARDEN

ANGUS
1356 Ave M • Ellsworth, Kansas

The Janssen Family
Dick, Shelly, Elizabeth, Dustin,

Ben & Anisha

785-472-3752
*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Bar S Ranch

CATTLE EXCEL...

David and Stephanie Dickerson
18344 Fairport Terrace • Paradise, KS 67658

(785) 998-4386 or 483-1454
stephanie@gorhamtel.com

Ken and Pat Steilow
5302 182nd Street • Paradise, KS 67658

(785) 998-4335 or 483-9733
bars@gorhamtel.com

www.barsangusranch.com

At Bar S we have concentrated on “useful cattle”, not the highest in any 
one E.P.D. We believe this is the best way to prepare for the future and 

avoid the mistake of genetic fads.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Registered Angus
BULLS for SALE

www.WolfCreekAngus.com

785-698-2225

Luray, Kansas

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Gene’s
745 O’Donnell Drive

Ellsworth, KS

785-472-4111

USDA Select Beef

Bone in KC Strips

$8.19 single pack

$7.99 family pack

While supplies last

Offer good 5-19-21 - 5-25-21

We thank our area beef producers 
for their dedication in bringing a 
great tasting meal to our tables.

www.beefitswhatfordinner.com
www.wolfcreekangus.com
www.firstbankkansas.com
www.barsangusranch.com
www.lyonsfed.com


 

223 N. Douglas Ave., Ellsworth • Hours - 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. M-F • 785-472-5658

May 17 through June 25

F 7885 472 55658

Ellsworth Area Arts Council Gallery of Art

Come see the beautiful exhibit
of many artists from the

“ARTISTS AT LARGE”
*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

From the files of the 
August 8, 1985 edition 
of The Ellsworth 
Reporter.

136 YEARS AGO
August 6, 1885

Tom Beatty returned 
to Ellsworth last 
Saturday, direct from 
Dublin, Ireland. He says 
he has come to stay this 
time. When Tom went 
away we predicted that 
he would return to God's 
country and we were cor-
rect.

W.A. Gebhardt is 
building a residence on 
the hill, on the north 
west side. He sold his 
residence on Court 
Avenue last week, to Mr. 
Carhardt of Wilson, who 
will take possession with 
his family, September 
first and become perma-
nent citizens in our city.

Last Tuesday night the 
Gray Brothers photo-
graph gallery over 
Nunamakers jewelry 
store, was discovered to 
be on fire. The alarm was 
given and in a short time 
a sufficient number of 
people were on hand to 
extinguish the fire and 
prevent further damages 
than had already been 
done up to the time of 
their arrival. The loss is 
estimated at about 
$1000. Fully insured. 
The origin of the fire is 
not known.

It not only rained but 
poured in the vicinity last 
Thursday night and 
Friday morning.

Last Saturday one hun-
dred and fifty persons 
took dinner at John 
Jelly's Farmers Hotel.

John Jackson had his 
right hand caught in a 
threshing machine at the 

farm of Ben White, 
north of Ellsworth last 
Tuesday, which was so 
badly crushed that the 
hand was amputated by 
Dr. R.L. Doig assisted by 
Dr. Ed Darnell.  

...
111 YEARS AGO  

August 4, 1910
James Bryan, general 

superintendent of the 
Sherman Ranch, was in 
town last Monday on 
business. While here he 
made our office a social 
call.

The county commis-
sioners were in session 
Monday to provide for 
purchasing of electrical 
fixtures for the new jail.

While W.S. Faris from 
the river was in town last 
Thursday, he purchased a 
Moon Brothers surrey 
from W.C. Elred.

The 9:08 Union Pacific 
passenger train Saturday 
morning had thirteen 
coaches, and an extra 
engine was coupled on 
here to pull the train 
over the Harker hills.

Frank Shanelec and 
John and Joe Prohaska 
were automobiling in this 
vicinity Sunday. From 
the Sylvan Glen 
Gleanings.

Everyone wants to 
thresh now that the 
drouth prevents plowing. 
The hot winds finished 
our corn and the prairies 
have to be shaved for hay.

The fire in Wilson last 
week burned three barns 
and one house. The fire 
was very fierce and the 
firemen worked heroical-
ly to save the Greenough 
house, but it had a very 
close call.

...    
75 YEARS AGO  
August 8, 1935

July, torrid, but torpid, 
burned out last 
Wednesday night at mid-
night after having provid-
ed Ellsworth abnormal 
temperatures, although 
several degrees cooler on 
the average than last July 
when the furnace blasts 
whipped the mercury to 
a climatic 115 degrees.

Largest crowd in city's 
history came to hear 
music. The event of last 
Friday will long remain 
in the memory of the cit-
izens of this vicinity and 
central Kansas as some-
thing that has overshad-
owed anything else that 
has come to our city. It 
was the occasion on 
which we were treated to 
continuous band music 
by nine of the best bands 
in central Kansas. The 
concerts began at 10 a.m. 
And were set off by the 
Salina band at the tem-
porary stand that had 
been erected in the 
northwest corner of the 
grade school grounds. 
The other temporary 
stand had been erected in 
the southwest corner of 
the grounds. Each of the 
nine bands gave a forty 
minute concert, with the 
Salina band substituting 
for the Cuba band from 
1:20 to 2:00 o'clock.

The manager of the 
Cuba band sent word at 
the last minute that they 
would not participate 
this year. Municipal 
bands that came were 
Salina, Bennington, 
Beloit, Abilene, 
Minneapolis, Concordia, 
Clay Center, Belleville 
and Hoisington with 
Ellsworth as the host 
band. Following the last 
afternoon concert a ban-
quet was given all visiting 

bandsmen, their wives, 
mothers or sweethearts 
with covers laid at the 
Odd Fellows hall, 
Presbyterian church, 
Parish hall, Methodist 
church, Country club, 
White House cafe, 
Tucker hotel, Ellsworth 
Cafe and Jayhawk Cafe. 
The menu was: Chicken 
Pie, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Cabbage Slaw, 
Peas, Carrots, White and 
Brown Bread and Butter, 
Jelly, Pickles, Coffee, Iced 
Tea and Apple Pie. At 
the conclusion of the 
banquet the bands 
formed into the parade 
procession, with forma-
tion at the Presbyterian 
church corner. Headed 
by the Boy Scout color 
guard the parade 
marched north on 
Lincoln avenue, west on 
Fourth street to Douglas 
avenue, where it marched 
the length of the main 
business street, to Main 
street, thence east a block 
and north back to the 
grade school. The drum 
majors strutted in all 
their glory and the uni-
forms were effective in 
the march between close-
ly packed lanes of specta-
tors on Douglas avenue. 
The Goodland band 
marched in the parade, 
with the Ellsworth band 
bringing up the rear. The 
crowning event of the 
day's convention was the 
concert gave by the 
massed bands at 8 o'clock 
Friday evening on the 
north side of the grade 
school. A temporary 
stand had been erected, 
using the north side of 
the grade school as a 
sounding board. The 
four hundred musicians 
were seated in a semi-cir-

cle. The stand flanked on 
all sides by rows of tem-
porary seats, with at least 
four thousand people 
occupying them. The 
whole area was lighted by 
powerful flood lights. 
Karl L. King, the guest 
conductor, stepped to the 
center of the platform, 
raised his baton, and for 
the next hour those pres-
ent heard a truly marvel-
ous band concert. The 
evening concert selec-
tions were all the compo-
sitions of Mr. King. The 
evening crowd swelled to 
unheard of proportions 
for Ellsworth until it was 
estimated eight thousand 
people heard the massed 
convert. One of the out-
standing events of the 
day was the parade of 
bandsmen at seven 
o'clock when they passed 
in review of the guest 
conductor, Karl L. King, 
noted composer and 
band leader. Both the 
Minneapolis and 
Bennington bands had 
women drum majors. 
These two young ladies 
reflected much credit to 
their organizations for 
the manner in which 
they acquitted them-
selves.             

...   
61 YEARS AGO
August 11, 1960

Fred Shade, who prides 
himself in being 
Ellsworth county's oldest 
pioneer, celebrated his 
99th birthday August 
10th. Relatives expect to 
honor him with a party 
Sunday. Mr. Shade lives 
in the Sanders Nursing 
home here.

...   
46 YEARS AGO
August 31, 1975

Several weeks ago most 

people were praying for 
the rains to stop in order 
that the wheat crop 
might be harvested. The 
rain did stop. It stopped 
so suddenly and for so 
long, in fact, that last 
month was the driest July 
since at least 1931, 
recording only .25 of an 
inch.

...   
41 YEARS AGO

July 31, 1980
The Master Plan for 

the Ellsworth Airport 
was completed and pre-
sented to the council 
Monday night. Work on 
paving the airport will 
start August 11, and the 
airport will be closed 
during that period. It is 
hoped the work will take 
only about two weeks. 
The work will be a joint 
city-county project with 
the county doing most of 
the grading.    

...
36 YEARS AGO
August 1, 1985

A sudden, severe thun-
derstorm accompanied 
by hurricane-force winds 
sent residents of 
Ellsworth and several 
neighboring counties 
running for cover 
Tuesday evening while 
causing heavy damage in 
Ellsworth and Kanopolis. 
Winds of at least 85 mph 
whipped through the 
area from 5:45 p.m. until 
6 p.m. Tuesday tearing 
off roofs, uprooting trees, 
destroying buildings and 
knocking out power to 
much of the county.  
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The historic items on 
this page appear as they 
did in the original publica-
tion. 

Eighty-five mile per hour winds slammed into Ellsworth County Tuesday night with an irresistible force and tossed around lots of immovable 
objects. Three Ellsworth men escaped unharmed after the storm destroyed their mobile home in County Acres Mobile Home Park. Photo 
taken from the Aug. 8, 1987 edition of The Ellsworth Reporter.

Statewide Ads

Place your ad 

in more than 135 Kansas newspapers 

for one low price!

Call the I-R for more information!
(785) 472-5085

Ever try to display a computer screen                

on your refrigerator?

Subscribe to the Ellsworth County                      

Independent-Reporter and get sports news 

and memories that keep.
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What will you be remembered for?

Church Services
In Ellsworth County

Brookville

United Methodist
Bill Gies, pastor
114 W. Anderson, (785) 225-
6875

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Msgr. James E. Hake
West Third

bUShTon
holy name Catholic
Fr. Rick Kotrba
296 Third Rd., (620) 562-3427

United Methodist
Diana Webster, pastor
213 Third, (620) 562-3393

Salem United Methodist
Tom Reazin, pastor
517 Ave. E, (620) 562-3334 

CaRnEIRo
Carneiro Fellowship Center
Sunday worship: 9:30 a.m.
Bill Bristow, speaker

doRRanCE
First Lutheran – ELCa
Brenda Rodger PMA, 
417 Coleman
Sunday service: 8:30 a.m. Jan.-
June; 11 a.m. July-Dec.

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Fr. Tony Kulandaijesu

gEnESEo
geneseo United Methodist
Guy Rendoff, pastor
407 8th, (620) 824-6498
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
UMW: 3rd Thursday - 7 p.m.

ELLSwoRTh
harvest bible Church
Marc Compton, pastor
907 Evans, (620) 562-0168.
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m. 

assembly of god
Exie Barber, pastor, 
108 W. Eighth, (785) 472-3232
Basic Sunday morning services 
from 10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
with careful social distancing.

holy apostles Episcopal
104 W. Fourth
Service information not 
provided.

First Presbyterian
Amy Jo Hawley, pastor
405 N. Lincoln, (785) 472-5557. 
9-9:45 a.m. Sunday, First 
service.
9:50-10:20 Sunday School.
10:30-11:15 a.m. Sunday, 
Second Service including live 
on Facebook at Ellsworth First.

Immanuel Lutheran LC – MS
Luke Brown, pastor
905 Stanberry, Church: (785) 
472-4045
Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m.
TV ministry: Sun. 4 p.m. and 
Thurs. 7 p.m. 

diVine hope nazarene
Hoeger Chapel, 
300 Bickerdyke Blvd.
(785) 472-1744
Sunday service: 10 a.m.

St. bernard’s Catholic
Fr. Joshua Werth
10th and Kansas, (785) 472-3136
Sunday Mass: 10 a.m.
Visitors welcome, must contact 
church by Friday to attend.

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
LC – MS
Keith Emshoff, pastor
(713) 906-8003
Sunday school: 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class: 8:30 a.m.
Church service: 9:30 a.m.

Smoky hill baptist
1007 Evans. Contact Gary Oller, 
(785) 252-3263.
9:45 a.m. Sunday school
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church 
service
6 p.m. Wednesday Bible study

First United Methodist
Dennis Carter, pastor
322 N. Douglas , (785) 472-3870
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Sunday service
TV ministry: 10:30 a.m. and 
12:45 p.m. Sunday

Refreshed and Redeemed 
Church
Mary Somrak, pastor
Church: 307 Webb St., (785) 472-
9300
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. live 
@rarnaz on Facebook

LoRRaInE
First baptist Church
Zach Ullom, pastor
320 W. Wichita, (785) 472-5334
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Bible Club: 6 p.m.

holyrood

St. Paul United Church of 
Christ

Debby Rains, pastor
301 E. Nassau, (785) 252-3410

St. Peter Lutheran
Dan Harders, pastor
209 S. County Rd., (785) 252-
3275
Sunday Service: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School follows.

St. Mary’s Catholic
Fr. Tony Kulandaijesu
Concord Street
Masses broadcast on Facebook 
Live under St. Wenceslaus 
Church — morning masses at 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday, 6 
p.m. Monday, 10 a.m. Sunday.

kanoPoLIS
United Methodist
Dennis Carter, pastor
103 S. Missouri, (785) 472-4984
9:15 a.m. Sunday service
10:30 a.m. Sunday school

St. Ignatius Catholic
Fr. Joshua Werth
127 N. Missouri, Rectory (785) 
472-4874
Saturday Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Guests welcome, must call 
(785) 472-3136 by Friday to 
attend.

wILSon
Excelsior Lutheran – ELCa
Angie Sundell, pastor
(785) 452-1959
Nine miles NE of Wilson at 888 
Ave. C
Sunday service: 8:30 a.m.

First baptist
Brett Denham, pastor
Old Highway 40,                            
(785) 658-2499
Sunday service: 10:30 a.m. at 
the church and on Facebook 
page. Wednesday evening: 7 
p.m. on Facebook Live.

First Presbyterian & 
United Methodist
Mike Trow, pastor
319 24th St. or 2424 Ave. F 
Church: (785) 658-2191
Facebook Live at 9 a.m. 
Sundays, Wilson 1st 
Presbyterian and United 
Methodist Churches.

Immanuel Lutheran – ELCa
Vicar Jacqueline Thornton, 
interim
2819 Ave. F
Church: (785) 658-2252
9 a.m. Sunday service
10:15 a.m. Sunday School

St. wenceslaus Catholic 
Church
Fr. Tony Kulandaijesu
2807 Ave. D, (785) 658-3361
Masses broadcast on Facebook 
Live under St. Wenceslaus 
Church — morning masses at 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday, 6 
p.m. Monday, 10 a.m. Sunday.

Ellsworth/472-5588

We Urge You To Thank These

Church Page Sponsers!
For Helping Support Our Local Church Information & Pastor’s Podium

Where the Furry Stars Shine

Susan Dittman
   Pet Groomer

Debby Garrett
    Pet Groomer

Phone: 785-472-4557

                       1005 16th Road

Ellsworth, KS 67439

Star Barks
Pet Grooming

910 West 12th Ellsworth,Ks 

785-472-3231

Homolka Grain

& Supply, Inc.
50 LB. BAGS SALT A SPECIALTY

SLEC HTA

ENTERPRISES INC .

Hig hwa y 40 & G ra nd

Ellswo rth, Ka nsa s

SO LID WA STE

REFUSE 

C O LLEC TIO N

472- 5179

Mark A. Herzog, D.D.S.
Ge ne ra l De ntistry

www.he rzo gde ntistry.c o m

Offi ce Hours: By Appointment

1508 Aylward Ellswo rth, KS

785-472-5420

218 North Douglas
Ellsworth, KS 67439
Tel 785-472-4322

Fax 785-472-4651

www.hrblock.com

911 Evans Street
Highway 156 | Ellsworth, KS |

785-472-5858

MARTIN’S

PRO AUTO

Full Service Grocery Store

WESTERN UNIO N 

MO NEY O RDERS

Groc e ry: 785-472-4111

745 O’Donnell Dr. • Ellsworth

Nature ’s Fine st Produc e

Best Selection Of Meats In Town

BIG

ALL THE BANK

YOU EVER NEED.
Bolte Electric
��������������������������������

�������
�	���
������������
����������������

������������������������
������������ ����������

���� � ����
���������������������
�����	�����

��������������������������������

Over 40 Years Experience

Licensed     Insured

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

This space could

be yours!

Only $6.95 a week!

Call for more details.

785-472-5085

1504 Aylward Ave

Ellsworth, KS 67439

785-309-1515

Mondays and Thursdays

8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Tax Preparation
and Accounting Services

www.long-pa.com

P
aul, the author of our text (1 
Thessalonians 3:5-7) was an 
amazing man. As God’s cho-

sen man, he was consumed with see-
ing people saved from their sins, but 
also seeing that they grew in their 
walk/relationship with the Lord. In 
these verses, he has sent Timothy to 
check up on the church. The good 
report is given to Paul and he is 
ecstatic. He was glad to see that they 
were growing spiritually and they 
had not forgotten him.

A physical check up is always a 
good idea. Some people call it “pre-
ventive maintenance”. Kind of like 
having your blood pressure checked, 
your weight, blood sugar, or choles-
terol. It’s never fun, but it is impor-
tant so we don’t have a serious issue 
arise unexpected in our health. 

I believe the same thing is true for 
our spiritual health. Are you pleased 
in how much you have grown spiri-
tually in the Lord this last year? You 
see, that is why Paul is writing this 
section with such joy. They were not 
just going to church when they had 
time, they were daily living out their 
faith. Knowing that his converts 
loved and missed him gave him such 
great comfort in a time of serious 
suffering.

When going through hard times, 
or when you are battling discourage-

ment, do you feel invisible? 
Forgotten? Even living in a high tech 
world with social media, most people 
feel they have very few close friends.

People will remember who we are 
long after they have forgotten what 
we have said. They remember our 
attitude towards life, they remember 
our personality, some remember our 
kindness, yet others will remember 
our harshness. Some will be remem-
bered for their selfless love, and oth-
ers for their concern for no-one but 
themselves.

What will you be remembered for?
My friend, don’t get so distracted 

in this busy life that you forget the 
sacrifice God made for you. He gave 
His only begotten Son on the cross 
of Calvary that you and I would be 
saved from our sins. You can have a 
home in heaven. Romans 10:13 says 
“Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” Confess your 
sins to Jesus and surrender your life 
to Him today.

Pastor 
brett denham

Pastor’s 

Podium

Pastor’s Podium

The Pastor’s Podium column 
is offered each week 
by a different pastor 

or lay person representing 
an Ellsworth County church.

The week’s columnist 
is brett denham, pastor 

at the First baptist Church, wilson.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the 

LORD; let us acclaim the Rock of our 

salvation. Let us come into his presence 

with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing 

psalms to him.

Come, let us bow down in worship;

let us kneel before the LORD

who made us.

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts
For he is our God, and we are the 

people he shepherds, the fl ock he 

guides.

Oh, that today you would hear his 

voice: “Harden not your hearts as 

at Meribah, as in the day of Massah 

in the desert, Where your fathers 

tempted me; they tested me though 

they had seen my works.”

www.dentistry.com
www.long-pa.com
www.hrblock.com
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Call us for details

about  the

Business Directory!

WENZ INTERIORS, INC.

of Holyrood

“Your Home and Business Decor Center”

Hwy K-156 • 785-252-3445 • FREE ESTIMATES

“Serving You For 43 Years!”

Commercial  & Residential

See us for “Quality Products”  with “ Expert Installation”  Available:

• Building and Remodeling Products

• Doors, Windows,  and Skylights

• Flooring of all types

• Wallcoverings, Countertops, and Backsplashes

• Kitchen and Bath Redos and New Construction

• Cabinetry of all types

• Showers, including handicapped assist type

• Window treatments,  and more…

H
O

M
E

 D
E

C
O

R
G

O
L

F
 C

A
R

T
S

Phi l ’s
Kar ts

NEW & USED

EZ GO GOLF CARTS

EZ Go Club Car & Yamaha

253 N. Ohio, Salina, KS

785-825-8392

better water. pure and simple.®

Serving Barton • Ellsworth • Reno

Rice • Stafford Counties

(800) 894-2532
www.KansasCulligan.com

Call us today for the smartest way to
Fix hard water problems!
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Radon Inspections and Mi t igations

Alamo Special t ies LLC
Jim Bowie - Owner/Operator • Offi ce hours: 9 - 5 M - F

1516 20th Rd. • Kanopolis, KS 67454
785-531-1951

See licensed and insured 

master plumber Jim Bowie for 

all your plumbing needs

and repairs.

Alamo Specialties also

specializes in certifi ed radon 

testing, removal for residential 

housing, and home inspection.

• Printing - Business cards, envelopes,   
  stationery, and more.

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth • 785-472-5085

• Copies - Black & white, Color.

• Direct Mail - Printing and mailing  
  your fl yers, etc. to any zip codes 
  you want.
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We Do More...
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Just for you!

www.indyrepnews.com

Log on and
experience your
local news and 

sports like
never before!

304 N. Douglas
Ellsworth

785-472-5085

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

785-472-5085

Only $14.95 a week!

Courthouse Notes, Etc.
Traffic

(Note: Traffic cases resolved between 
May 3, 2021 to May 7 2021. Fines 
include a $108 docket fee.)

JUDGMENT ON PLEA OF GUILTY 
— Chasity Marie Austin Bonfonti, 
speeding, $165.

William Charles Beacham, speeding, 
$207.

Lacey L. Bittner, failure to yield at a 
stop or yield sign, $183.

Jacob E. Bobenmoyer, speeding, $153.
Dameian Jorge Bossarte, speeding, 

$183.
Cecil Everette Burk, speeding, $201.
Ruben M. Case, speeding, $153.
David Scott Collins, speeding, $258.
Amy Lynn Cruz, speeding, $189.
Justin T. Edwards, driving while a 

habitual violator, $678.
Tyrone Goodman, speeding, $159.
Lawrence Gottenberg, speeding, $183.
Jon Richard Guimont, speeding, $195.
Ashlee Rochelle Haines, speeding, 

$189.
Jorge F. Hernandez, failure to yield to 

an emergency vehicle, $303.
Sukhbir Singh Jheeta, parking, stand-

ing or stopping in a prohibited area, 
$234.

Daren Edward Kingsbury, driving 
while license was canceled/suspended/
revoked, $428.

Randall W. Kopper, speeding, $207.
Erik Allen Liston, speeding, $258.
McKensey Lynne Matthews, speeding, 

$171.
Gerald John Meiners Jr., speeding, 

$213.
Jared Robert Miller, speeding, $159.
Michael Brian Muntifering, speeding, 

$165.
Senaida Arely Olivares, speeding, 

$165.
Brittney R. Pearson, failure to wear 

seat belt, $30.
Gayle Lavenia Pledger, speeding, $159.
Ian Montgomery Popp, speeding, 

$165.
Jose Quezada, speeding.
Jesus Sanchez, speeding, $177.
Drew L. Schatte, speeding, $183.
Khianne Schaus, speeding, $153.
Zoe R. Schrader, speeding, $231.
Frederick O. Schweizer III, speeding, 

$171.
Evan James Stafford, speeding, $165.
Kellie Renaye Strickland, speeding, 

$195.
Carlos Ernesto Torres Rodriguez, 

speeding, $189.
Mark Allen Vopat, failure to wear a 

seat belt, $30.
Allen Michael Voss, failure to wear a 

seat belt, $30.
Ronald Wayne Wallace II, speeding, 

$183.
Kongfei Wang, speeding, $183.
Kaitlyn Marie Wolters, speeding, $189.
Damian Michael Words, speeding, 

$171.
Tyler Steven Wright, speeding, $222.
DEFERRED ADJUDICATION — 

Jenelle M. Demarre Krick, speeding, 
$258.

Amber Rachelle Demel, operating a 
motor vehicle without a valid license.

Lauri Anne Hunsucker, speeding, 
$258.

Diana Spencer, speeding, $258.
DISPOSED DUE TO FAILURE TO 

APPEAR — Samuel Emerson Allen, 
speeding, $371.

Luis M. Angel, speeding, $207.
Greggory Bailey, speeding, $183.
Michael Andrew Cerrone, speeding, 

$177.
Karen Kathleen Chestnut, vehicle lia-

bility insurance required, $530.
James Stephens Cottingham II, speed-

ing, $183.
Gene Paul Cummings, permits for 

oversize or overweight vehicles.
Marquis Latrell Mitchell Davis, speed-

ing, $303.
Melanie Teresa Escobar, speeding, 

$201.
Dixi Caridad Gamez Gonzalez, speed-

ing, $1,000; operating a motor vehicle 
without a valid license.

Oswaldo Alejandro Gonzalez, speed-
ing, $153.

Mia Brittany Gordon, speeding, $249.
Robert Anderson Gunn, speeding, 

$153.
Jeffrey John Hartung, vehicles, unlaw-

ful acts, registration.
Jose Armando Hernandez Olmedo, 

speeding, $207.
Heath Oreilly Herndon, speeding, 

$171.
Destinee Rose Hudson, speeding, 

$275.
Rachel Marie Kleine, speeding, $275.
Sylvelle K. Longmire, speeding, $303.
Wyatt Kevin Lund, speeding, driving 

while license was canceled/suspended/
revoked.

Rogelio Junior Martinez, speeding, 
$171.

Dwyone M. Maxwell, speeding, $318.
Cynthia Marie Medlin, speeding, 

$159; vehicles, unlawful acts, registra-
tion, $75.

Paden Robert Meinhold, speeding, 
$159.

John Arthur Neff, speeding, $183.
Bryant A. Noreiga, speeding, $201.
Misty D. Pekar, speeding, $231.
Zachariah Isaiah Phillips, speeding, 

$195.
Carl Adam Renner, speeding; driving 

while license was canceled/suspended/
revoked.

Samuel Jeremy Rosen, speeding, $311.
David L. Russell, child passenger safe-

ty, restraining systems and seat belts, 
$168.

Benjamin James Schoofs, speeding, 
$189; vehicle liability insurance required, 
$300.

Royce Blainee Shillingstad, speeding, 
$258.

Jonathan Mark Shivener, speeding, 
$195; vehicle liability insurance required, 
$300.

Crystal S. Stanford, speeding, $258.
Luke Jacob Stevens, speeding, $153.
Hania Luke Stocker, speeding, $276.
Iyisha Marie Thomas, speeding, $353.
Osmani Torres Ramirez, speeding, 

$408.
Herlinda Teresa Campos Vasquez, 

speeding; driving while license was can-
celed/suspended/revoked, $1,000.

Tara Gayle  Velesquez, speeding, $195; 
vehicle liability insurance required, $300; 
vehicles, unlawful acts, registration, $75.

Seth Thomas Waris, speeding, $275.
Tashianna Marie Wilkerson, speeding, 

$153.

Sheriff Office

NON-INJURY ACCIDENTS — 
At 7:40 a.m. April 20, Tiffany M. 

Wuthnow, 33, Lyons, was driving north-
east on Fifth Road in a 2013 Ford Edge. 
Just north of 2425 Fifth Road, she drove 
into slush which caused the Edge to veer 
off the road to the east. The car hit a 
power line pole and came to rest on the 
east side of Fifth Road. No injuries were 
reported.

At 9:08 p.m. April 20, Mark A. 
Goatley, 48, Lorraine, was driving 
north on Fifth Road in a 2000 
Chrysler Caravan. Between Ave. P and 
Ave. O he topped a small hillcrest and 
hit a herd of five cattle standing in the 
road. No injuries were reported. The 
van was disabled in the accident and 
the cattle, which were owned by 
Andrew F. Svoboda of Holyrood, dis-
persed in several different directions. 
Goatley said at least two of the cattle 
appeared to have been injured in the 
accident. Svoboda was contacted and 
he secured his cattle.

At 11:38 p.m. April 23, Shane R. 
Ringle, 34, Holyrood, was driving on 
K-140 Highway in a 2005 Nissan 
Altima. Just west of 27th Road, he 
swerved to miss a deer and hit a wooden 
three rail fence. In the process a portion 
of the fencing and six fence posts owned 
by Gail J. Bettenbrock of Brookville were 
destroyed and three miniature donkeys 
were released. According to the crash 
report, Ringle left the scene eastbound 
without reporting the accident to the 
proper authorities. He was later located 
and cited for leaving the scene of an acci-
dent and failure to report. No injuries 
were reported.

At 6:15 a.m. April 27, Heather M. 
Vaughan-Meier, 44, Lorraine, was driv-
ing north on 10th Road in a 1999 
Oldsmobile van. Just north of K-4 
Highway, she hit a deer. Neither 
Vaughan-Meier nor her passenger, 
Skylar Vaughan-Meier, 15, Lorraine, 
were injured.

HIT AND RUN — At 12:30 p.m.  
April 23, the unknown driver of a 
Federal Express van was driving west on 
Ave. T. Just west of 14th Road, the van 
hit a temporary road closure sign owned 
by the Ellsworth County Highway 
Department and continued west on Ave. 
T. Shortly after, the van proceeded east 
on Ave. T. The driver did not report the 
crash.

BATTERY/CRIMINAL DAMAGE 
TO PROPERTY — On April 7, deputies 
investigated a report involving a battery 
and criminal damage to property at 615 
27th Street in Wilson. The victims were 
Jonathan L. Schartz of Wilson and 
Joseph J. Curtiss of Ellinwood. Damaged 
was a white 2007 Toyota 4runner valued 
at $500. No arrests were made. A report 
has been forwarded to the Ellsworth 
County attorney.

WELFARE CHECK/MISSING 
PERSON — On April 7, deputies 
responded to 616 North Kansas Ave. in 
Kanopolis for a welfare check/missing 
person report. The victim was Hailey M. 
Bunch of Kanopolis.

MISSING ADULT — On April 7, 
deputies responded to 237 Stanley 
Street in Lorraine for a report of a miss-
ing adult. The victim was Rhonda S. 
Barnhill of Lorraine.

www.kansasculligan.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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Real Estate

For Rent

Plum Creek Apartments 
leasing now. See 
www.plumcreek156.com 
for more information. (785) 
252-3800.

2-tfc-c

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISE IN THE I-R CLASSIFIED AND GET

FREE
PLACEMENT ON OUR POPULAR WEBSITE!

* All ads placed free on www.indyrepnews.com and on the Ellsworth  
  County Economic Development website
* Classified display; $6.25 per column inch
* Classified word ads: $5 for 15 words, 25 cents for each extra word
* Deadline is noon Monday the week of publication

Let US HELP YOU
                                       

Call the I-R for your
                   

Classified advertising needs

(785) 472-5085 

or stop by our office

304 N. Douglas, Ellsworth

Ellsworth AA, 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Tuesday and Thursday, 
United Methodist Church of-
fice, 402 N. Douglas, use west 
entrance. (785) 531-0685 or 
531-1845. (Updated 1/20/21)

Notices

Wanted

Wanted to buy coin and currency collections, gold and 
silver jewelry, any shape, pocket watches, guns and war 
memorabilia. Call Steve (785) 472-1340.

41-4c

Livestock

Need Help?

Looking for help? 

DIAL 211

Ellsworth County Resources
#BecauseWeCare

Movie

122 E. Lincoln Ave., Lincoln, KS ~ 785-524-4350 ~ www.finchtheatre.com

May 21-23

Mortal Kombat

Tickets: 2 & Under Free; Adults $5; 

Children 3-12/Seniors $4.00; 

Add $1.00 per ticket for 3D Movies

R (1 hr 50 min) Fri 7 pm; Sat 7 pm; Sun 3 pm

Under 17 requires accompanying parent 
or adult guardian (age 21 or older)

Three, two and
one bedroom

apartments available.

We are accepting pets, 
restrictions apply.

BENDER

APARTMENTS
Call 785-476-5471,

after 3:00 p.m.

FOR RENT

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Chisholm Trail Apartments
625 Novak, Ellsworth, Ks.

NEW MANAGER

• Appliances Furnished
• On site Laundry Facility
• Rent Based on Income

• Partial Utilities Paid

• Reduced Cable Rate

For an application, call Melissa

785-472-3765
TDD Users Call 800-766-3777

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

*Ad designed by the Ellsworth County I/R.

Call
785-658-3315

Czech
Apartments

Wilson, KS

• One Bedroom Units

• On-site Laundry

• Utilities Paid

• Carport Available

• Furnished Available

Located in Historic 
Remodeled

Grade School
420 24th Street

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

P r e p a r i n g  t o  Se l l  Yo u r  H o u s e ?  

Call us for a free Market Analysis & Home Prep Consultation! 

Mark 785-531-1784  Ellsworth  Anita 785-531-0160 

www.hoffhines.com  Zillow.com  realtor.com 

*We work weekends & evenings 

*We will be upfront with you about values in our   

  market this year  

*We offer both experience & youthful energy 

*We answer our phones & phone messages! 

THE PINES

APARTMENTS
811 Elizabeth St., Ellsworth

Come see what we
have to offer!

Housing for seniors and disabled
Income-based rent

Handicap Accessible
Appliances furnished

Maintenance-free living
Free In-House Laundry

Pet Friendly
Covered Parking

Security Cameras and Storm Shelter
Reception area for resident use

Internet available
Smoke-free environment

And much more!

Contact Jan Bontrager at
thepines@eaglecom.net or 

call (785) 472-4922
Like us on Facebook!

Check out our website:
www.thepinesapts.org

Improvements are partially funded by the 
Dane G. Hansen Foundation and

the Smoky Hills Charitable Foundation

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Call us for all your real estate needs!

New Listings!

Zillow.com

Realtor.com

Joni Glaser, Broker/Owner - 785-531-0929
Kayla Errebo, Realtor - 785-420-0304
Ryan Webber, Realtor - 785-531-0786

308 Kunkle Drive, Ellsworth 309 E. 11th, Ellsworth
4 bedroom, 3 bath home with 2 car garage, fi replace, 

and walk out basement. $190,000
4 bedroom, 2 bath home with updated master suite,

2 car garage, and privacy fenced yard. $169,500

Syl van  Sal es  Com m i ss i on  L.L.C.

To Consign Cattle Contact
Toby Meyer - 785-658-5772 • Brad Zorn - 785-658-7124 • Ryan Obermueller - 785-658-5858

John Perry - 785-826-0377 • Cody Murray - 785-738-8055 Sale Barn - 785-526-7123

Regular Sales Every Monday

Hy Cows - 63-77.00

Ly Cows - 53-63.00

Thin Cows - 46-53.00

Bulls - 85-104.00

Light run on Calves

Next week - 600 Hd.

FARMERS & RANCHERS
LIVESTOCK COMMISSION CO.

Sal ina, KS

STEERS HEIFERS

300-400

400-500                  

500-600                 

600-700                  

700-800                   

800-900                 

900-1000

                 

300-400           

400-500                 

500-600                 

600-700                  

700-800                  

800-900                 

900-1000

          

$178 - $188.00

$172 - $182.00

$152 - $162.00

$150 - $160.00

$135 - $145.00

$126  - $136 .75

 $116  - $126 .50

$143 - $153.00

$130 - $140.00

$124 - $134.00

$117 - $127.00

$114 - $124.00

For a complete list of cattle for all sales check out our website at: www.fandrlive.com

In stock today
• Heavy Duty Round Bale Feeders
• 42’ ROUND BALE DUMP TRAILERS
• Heavy Duty 5000# Grain Tote

Sale Manager - Mike Samples - 785-825-0211 Ofc. • 785-826-7884 Cell
Salina, Kansas

Listen to our markets on KSAL, Salina at 6:45 a.m. on Monday thru Friday.
For more information or to consign cattle call sale barn or:

Fieldman Representatives: Kenny Briscoe • Lincoln, KS • 785-524-4048
Lisa Long • Ellsworth, KS • 620-553-2351

Austin Rathbun • Ellsworth, KS • 785-531-0042
Cody Schafer • 620-381-1050

Early Consignments for Thursday May 20th, 2021

75 blk/bwf S&H 650-900 LTW; 70 S&H 450-600 2rd

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

Total for the Week - Cattle - 3156 Hogs-88

1-888-825-1199

www.horizonfarmranch.com 

RAY SWEARINGEN - BROKER

NEW LISTING! 2283 E. Colt Dr., Lincoln, KS 3 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 54x98 
Shop w/Heat, 1 Bath, Office, Set up right on 35 Ac+/-  Beautiful Setting! 
Call Clint - 785-545-5737!

AG LAND

MORE LISTINGS ON OUR WEBSITE!

Misc.
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 

in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-980-0025 

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & au-
dits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 855-462-2769

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY.  Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes.  Running 
or not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386

Lowest Prices on Health In-
surance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
855-656-6792.

ATTENTION MEDICARE RE-
CIPIENTS!  Save your money on 
your Medicare supplement plan. 
FREE QUOTES from top provid-
ers. Excellent coverage. Call for a 
no obligation quote to see how 
much you can save! 855-587-
1299

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 

free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
316-223-4415

Get A-Rated Dental Insurance 
starting at around $1 PER DAY! 
Save 25% on Enrollment Now! 
No Waiting Periods. 200k+ Pro-
viders Nationwide. Everyone is 
Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 
(M-F 9-5 ET)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Medical Billing & Coding 
Training. New Students Only. 
Call & Press 1. 100% online 
courses. Financial Aid Available 
for those who qualify.  Call 888-
918-9985

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ years 
old? Call now! You and your 
family may be entitled to a SIG-
NIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 
866-327-2721 today. Free Con-
sultation. No Risk.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit!  
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 855-939-2090.

Do you know what these 
signs mean?

Please watch carefully for kids 
in crosswalks, walking or riding bikes 

to school and at bus stops. 
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Newspapers are a valuable part of your community! 

� ey provide you with news, sports, and special events happening in your town. � ey 
do what television, radio and social media can’t — bring you stories that add that personal 

touch you don’t get anywhere else.  Newspapers cover the local government meetings 
to keep you up to date on what is happening within your community. 

With your advertising and subscription support,  the I-R gives back more than $10,000 a 
year to our Ellsworth County communities by supporting local festivals, After Proms, 

the fair, youth events, paying membership dues and much more! 

And if you’re a college student or someone who has moved away, 
you can take your community with you. 

Support your local newspaper today!

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS 67439

(785) 472-5085

 www.indyrepnews.com

www.indyrepnews.com
www.zillow.com
www.realtor.com
www.hoffhines.com
www.zillow.com
www.realtor.com
www.horizonfarmranch.com
www.finchtheatre.com
www.thepinesapts.org
www.plumcreek156.com
www.fandrlive.com
www.indyrepnews.com
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Help Wanted

304 N. Douglas
Ellsworth, KS
785-472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

We are adding to our advertising staff.
The successful candidate must enjoy

working with the public, be a self-starter and 
be able to multi-task.

We offer paid time off, health, dental, vision 
and other insurances, 401K.
Salary based on experience.

Send resumes to
ldenning@indyrepnews.com

No phone calls or visits.
Our offi ce is currently closed to the public.

Resumes accepted until position is fi lled. EOE

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

DO YOU ENJOY SALES?

304 N. Douglas
Ellsworth, KS
785-472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

Looking to add an employee
to our staff.

The successful candidate should be
interested in what’s going on in our
communities, enjoy writing and be

a self-starter. 

We offer paid time off, health, dental, vision 
and other insurances, 401K.
Salary based on experience.

Send resumes to ldenning@indyrepnews.com

No phone calls or visits.
Our offi ce is currently closed to the public.

Resumes accepted until position is fi lled. EOE

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

HELP

WANTED!

The Northwest Kansas
Educational Service Center hiring:

(Competitive Salaries, Insurance, and 
Education Assistance Available)

1)    Early  Childhood Teacher/Early Childhood Special 
        Education Teachers
2)    School Psychologist
3)    Autism/Low Incidence Consultant
4)    Behavior Specialist/Counselors
5)    Special  Education Teachers
6)    Special Education Paraprofessional(Quinter-Hill City-
       Oberlin-Cheylin-Oakley, Hoxie, Sharon  Springs)
7)    Physical Therapist  Assistant (Licensed)
8)    Deaf and Hard of Hearing Interpreter or candidate willing 
        to be trained
9)    Speech Pathologist 
10)  Head Start Paraprofessional  (St. Francis-Oberlin-
        Wakeeney-Goodland-Oakley)
11)   Gifted Facilitator

If you currently have a Bachelor Degree we have options for you 
including education assistance support.  Please contact Lori Weinman 
at 785-672-3125, Ext 156.  Head  Start positions contact Shelby Hubert, 
Director of Head Start, Ext 160

Applications are available at https://nkesc.tedkl2.com/hire/index.aspx. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 

*NKESC is an EOE*

We are now hiring for a full time CNA and Nurse, bonus off ered.

Please apply in person at 202 S. Washington in Marquette,

or download an application at

riverviewestatesks.com. Call 785-546-2211 to inquire!

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R.

Cashco manufactures a proprietary line of
self-contained regulators and control valves which are 

shipped globally. 

Cashco has entry level positions available. Preferred skills 
for shop are familiarity with small hand tools, blueprint 

reading along with the ability to
continuously handle parts weighing up to 50 pounds 

with or without accommodation.  Education and
experience will determine beginning wage.

View description online at www.cashco.com/careers.
Applications can be submitted online or stop by our

offi  ce at 607 W 15th St., in Ellsworth, KS.
Contact Ellen Kempke at 785-380-7035 or
ellenk@cashco.com for more information.

J  CT

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

� e City of Ellsworth is hiring a seasonal
Street Laborer to preform mowing, weed eating and 

other tasks as needed.
High School Diploma or GED. Valid Driver’s License 

required. Applications are available at City Hall,
121 W. First Street. Or send resumes to

P.O. Box 163; Ellsworth, 67439.
Applications will be accepted

until position fi lled.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

We are now hiring for an Administrator.

Please apply in person at 202 S. Washington in Marquette,

or download an application at

riverviewestatesks.com. Call 785-546-2211 to inquire!

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R.

The County of Ellsworth, KS is seeking a
Director of the Emergency Medical Services. 
The Director provides overall direction for the 
prompt and effi cient response of ambulance 
personnel to transport, providing the highest 

level of care and customer service. The Director 
will need to work with the Ellsworth County
Commissioners to meet budget guidelines. 

The Applicant needs experience in working with 
rural ambulance service operations and
experience in supervision of individuals.

Please obtain an application at
ellsworthcounty.org and return along with your 
resume, to Ellsworth County Clerk’s Offi ce 210 N. 

Kansas Ave., Suite 6, Ellsworth KS, 67439. 
For a full job description, please contact the 

County Clerk’s Offi ce at 785-472-4161.
Qualifi ed applicants must have a valid Driver’s 

License and pass a drug screening.
Applications will be accepted until position is 

fi lled. EOE

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

What’s the best way 
to keep up with what’s

happening in Ellsworth County?

SUBSCRIBE to the I-R!

In county $44.25 • Elsewhere in KS $48.75
Out of state $49.75 • Digital only $39

Name:_______________________________
Address:_____________________________
City:_________________________________
State/Zip:____________________________
Phone:_______________________________
Email:_______________________________

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS
785-472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

Your clutter is probably someone’s 

                      but how will you know 

if you don’t share it                                      

Don’t delay  — turn that clutter into money. 

Call the I-R today!

304 N. Douglas  •  Ellsworth, KS 67439  •  (785) 472-5085

www.indyrepnews.com

www.ellsworthcounty.org
www.cashco.com/careers
www.riverviewestatesks.com
www.riverviewestatesks.com
www.indyrepnews.com
www.indyrepnews.com
https://nkesc.tedkl2.com/hire/index.aspx
www.indyrepnews.com
www.mortonbuildings.com
www.mortonbuildings.com/licenses
www.indyrepnews.com
www.mecum.com
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(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, Thursday, May 6, 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS
(Pursuant to Chapter 59 of K.S.A.)

In the Matter of the Estate
of  Case No. 2017-PR-000048
Lucy Vopat a/k/a Lucy J. Vopat, Deceased

NOTICE OF HEARING 

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a petition has been filed in 

this court by Veronica Kyler, the duly appointed, qualified 
and acting Administrator of the Estate of Lucy Vopat a/k/a 
Lucy J. Vopat, Deceased, praying petitioner’s acts be ap-
proved; that the account be settled and allowed; that the 
heirs be determined; that the Court approve the payment 
of the attorney fees and expenses; that the costs be de-
termined and ordered paid; that the administration of the 
estate be closed; that the Petitioner be finally discharged 
as the Administrator of the Estate of Lucy Vopat a/k/a Lucy 
J. Vopat, Deceased, and that Petitioner be released from 
any and all further liability.

You are required to file your written defenses thereto 
on or before May 27, 2021, at 11:00 A.M. in the Ellsworth 
County District Court, Ellsworth County Courthouse, 210 
N. Kansas, Ellsworth, KS 67439, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard.  Should you fail therein, judgment 
and decree will be entered in due course upon the peti-
tion.

Veronica Kyler, Administrator

THERESA L. STAUDINGER #24373
PETERSON & STAUDINGER LLC
221 N. Douglas
Ellsworth, Kansas 67439
Phone: 785-472-3155
Fax: 785-472-4953
Email: tls@petersonstaudinger.com
Attorneys For Administrator 

3t 5/20

Lucy Vopat Estate

(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, Thursday, May 20 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate 
of  Case No. 2020-PR-000024
MARY L. HERRMAN, Deceased.     
____________________________________

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION
FOR FINAL SETTLEMENT

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a petition has been filed in 

this Court by Denise Susan Dohrman, the duly appoint-
ed, qualified and acting executrix of the estate of Mary L. 
Herrman, deceased, praying that her acts be approved; 
the heirs be determined; the estate be assigned to the 
persons entitled thereto; the court find the allowances 
required for attorney’s fees and expenses are reasonable 
and should be allowed; the administration of the estate 
be closed; upon the filing of receipts, the petitioner be fi-
nally discharged as the executrix of the estate of Mary L. 
Herrman, deceased, and the petitioner be released from 
further liability.

You are required to file your written defenses thereto 
on or before the 10th day of June, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. in the 
District Court of Ellsworth County, Kansas, at which time 
and place said cause will be heard.  Should you fail therein, 
judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon 
the petition.

Denise Susan Dohrman
Petitioner

Michael A. Montoya, S.C. #13580
MICHAEL A. MONTOYA, P.A.
256 South Santa Fe
P.O. Box 1220
Salina, Kansas 67402-1220
Tele. (785) 827-5505
FAX (785) 452-9726
Attorney for Petitioner

3t 6/3

Mary L. Herrman Estate

(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, Thursday, May 20 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF ELLSWORTH COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate
of  Case No. 2021-PR-000015
Virginia B. Urbanek, Deceased

NOTICE OF HEARING 

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in 

this court by Jay P. Parrish, an heir at law and Co-Executor 
of Virginia B. Urbanek, Deceased, and Co-Trustee of The 
Urbanek Trust, requesting that the foreign will of Virginia 
B. Urbanek dated September 10, 2003, be admitted to 
probate and record in this court; that no administration of 
the Estate is necessary; that the will be construed and the 
following Kansas real estate owned by the decedent be 
assigned in accordance with the terms of the will:

 .012500 royalty interest in the Northwest 
 Quarter  (NW/4) of Section Thirty-four (34), 
 Township Sixteen (16) South, Range Ten 
 (10) West, Ellsworth County, Kansas.
You are required to file your written defenses to the Pe-

tition on or before June 11, 2021, at 9:00 A.M. in Ellsworth 
County District Court, 210 N. Kansas, City of Ellsworth, 
Ellsworth County, Kansas 67439, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard.  Should you fail to file your writ-
ten defenses, judgment and decree will be entered in due 
course upon the petition.

 
Jay P. Parrish

Petitioner

ROGER PETERSON #09021
PETERSON & STAUDINGER LLC
221 N. Douglas
PO Box 398
Ellsworth, Kansas 67439
785-472-3l55
785-472-4953 (fax)
rp@petersonstaudinger.com
Attorney for Petitioner

3t 6/3

Virginia B. Urbanek Estate

(First Published in the Ellsworth County Independent/
Reporter, Thursday, May 20 2021)

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-O-01 FILING 
OF DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 
OF KANOPOLIS, KANSAS:

Section 1. Any person desiring to become a candidate 
for city office elected at large shall file with the county 
election officer, before the filing deadline, established in 
KSA. 25-205, and amendments thereto, a declaration of 
candidacy on a form furnished by the county election of-
ficer as specified by the secretary of state. The nomination 
petition must be signed by ten (10) of the qualified elec-
tors of the city.

Section 2. Repeal of Existing Ordinances. All ordinances 
and partial ordinances that conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its publication once in the Ellsworth 
County Independent Reporter.  

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Governing Body, this 
11th day of May, 2021.

CITY OF KANOPOLIS
Edward A. Hopkins, Mayor

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Debra Stroede-Kralik, City Clerk

2t 5/27

Kanopolis Ordinance for City Office Candidates

According to research by Google, as reported by the Newspaper Association of America (NAA), 

56 percent of consumers researched or purchased products they saw in a newspaper. 

NAA also reports that 59 percent of adults cite newspapers as the medium 

they use for planning, shopping and purchase decisions, rendering 

newspapers the top advertising medium identified by consumers 

for these activities. 

If you are in the business of offering customers a solid value, the Ellsworth County Independent-

Reporter is the smart place to advertise. With targeted distribution to an audience of more than 7,000 

local households, the I-R is a highly effective vehicle for promoting your products and services.

Don’t waste your money! Call Alan or Linda at 785-472-5085 to talk about the value 
of advertising in the I-R today! 

Money Matters to Your Business;
So Should the Right Advertising.

If it’s not in the newspaper,
how will you know?

PUBLIC

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS.

Where public information is accessible to the public.

Zoning changes in your

neighborhood. A proposal to

increase your property taxes.

Information on how public

officials are spending your

tax dollars. These are just a

few of the topics — topics

that affect your family and

your community — local government officials are required to publish

in the local newspaper.

Your local newspaper fulfills an essential role in serving your right to

know. After all, it shouldn’t be your responsibility to know how to

look ... where to look ... when to look ... and even what to look for in

order to be informed about public information. It is the government’s

responsibility to notify you of public information, and your local

newspaper is the most accessible place to find it.

304 N. Douglas • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-5085 • www.indyrepnews.com

www.indyrepnews.com
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Honoring our area’s
older Americans

An Annual Medicare

Wellness visit is a specialized

visit to help you develop or

update your Personalized

Healthcare Plan.
1604 Aylward Ave, Ellsworth KS

1156 Hwy. 14 • Ellsworth, KS • 785-472-3167
*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

206 N. Douglas

Ellsworth, KS

785-472-3212

With Simplify My Meds, you can 
get all of your maintenance
meds on the same day
every month.

• All your maintenance meds - refi lled and
   ready for you.
• No more running out of medicine.
• Monthly call from the pharmacy to
   review your medicines.
• Easy to get started.

Call us or stop by to learn more about the 
Simplify My Meds program.

Just because you’re older doesn’t 
mean you can’t enjoy life!

� ese sponsors can help you stay 
active and healthy and give you a 

good quality of life.

202 S. Washington, PO Box 158, Marquette, KS 67464
Ph.: 785-546-2211 Fax: 785-546-2035

www.riverviewestatesks.com

Happy Nursing Home Week!
Thank you to all our employees,

residents, and the
community.

*Ad designed by Ellsworth County I/R

• Home cooked meals
• Individualized care
• Affordable pricing

Long Term Care, Ski l led Rehabi l i tation,

Assisted Living, and Independent Living

we accept Medicare and Medicaid

Where your family is our family!

440 State St. • Little River, KS • 620-897-6266
www.sandstoneheights.com 
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OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

• Whether you’re looking for a new career

   or a place to call home, we have you covered!

• Come join our loving family!

• Senior housing, assisted living, and long-term

   care availability

Giving Peace of Mind Care

www.riverviewestatesks.com
www.sandstoneheights.com
www.bethanyvillageks.com

